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Bvearlasting Punishmont Ne. IT.

BY BFYo ot BRFORENT .
 Theso shell go naay into Fuosbetine Pantsli-
ment . Matt xxs

11, T am now in the secons? place to es-
tablih: the truth of the Lo rire of the
Chureh on this subjeot

Before brinaing forwarl the desired

voofs, I wonld hike t cuanhe t remark-n
he uatire of the i wes t be advunead.
If the troth of the Jd strine wus §o bo ectab-
tished Ly & series of arwum uta, each one
depending on the other, the whole proof
would then be like n chuin consisting of a
cortain number of links o atranger and
susge werher, sod the 0 gtk of w chaln
wuitt 1 in that ease hine: £+ besletermined
by the weakest link, bat in thie enge. the
proof bving dircet, thore is anly one hink,
and all the strength is cenforad in it  Or
rather, it may be ermpared to n eable,
compored of geversl cords oud plies, and
theso in torn, of fibves of vuricus degrees
of strength, to whioh n ecertam weaght is at-
tuched. One single cord of the enble might
bo suflicient fo bear the wnile weght it.
aelf, but this ig not neeessary, for the weight
is attached to the whole cable.  Nowsurely
no one who on minate mxpeetion should
discover, that somo of the fibres ware weak
or worthless, wonld be entitled on that ac-
count to say that the eable conld net hear
tho weight put upon it, when i truth its
strongth would not be materially affacted
thereby. So in the argnments I may this
morning adduce some will bo wealer, and
somo will bo stronger, but the weight of the
ovidence must bo estimated by combining
the whole. Each seperato and indepen-
dent argnment will contribute its own
shure of strength; and if avy ono should
discover that some one of the urguments is
woak and worthless, o is not on that ac-
count entitled to olaim that the whole ovi-
dence is demolished.

1. My first line of argument is of a nega-
tivo kind, viz,, tho absonce of any hint in
the Scriptures of the futuro reatoration of
the wiocked, or any obango in tho condition
of the lost.

If a time should evor comto in the history
of our race when all sin and suffering should
como to an ond, and all God’s intelligent
creatures be restored to s love and favor,
all His onemies be transformed into friends,
sin and suffering be no more, death be
abolished, and hell extinguishod, thig would
surely be the grandest thing that has over
occurred in the known history of the uni.
verse; a redemption far greater than that
achieved on Calvary, a salvation more com.

loto than the salvation of paré of the

uman race at the close of the prosent des-
ensation. Supposing this to be true, how
oes it como that we have no hint of it in
the Bible; how does it come that that
revelation which unveils to us so much of
the future world should be silent on this
point ; how does it come that a restora.
tion so grand and glorious, should be left
to the inventive genius of a fow speculative
minds, instead of being brought out into
the full glory of the sunlight. If any
hint of such a thing should v- wiven any.
where, we would naturally expect to find it
where the last judgment is spoken of, but we
loolt in vain for any indication of the suf-
forings of the lost coming to an end. The
day of judgment is emphatically called the
last day, and is so called by Chriat himself.
1t is true that the present dispensation is
often spoken of as the ¢ last days,” and is
g0 called because it is the last dispeusation
of the divine meroy—there is no other to
follow; but where the expression, *last
day,” is applied to a point beyond the
bounds of {ime, by Him who knows the ond
from the beginning, we have reason to be-
lieve that it will in the striotest sense be
the “last day,” and that no chaunge in tho
condition of man will ever follow. But if
at any point beyond that day, the wicked
shall ba brought back to the love and favor
of God, then, the day of judgment could
not in any proper sense be called the last
day. Then, when we come to read the
digeription of the judgment given in Matt.
xxv, there 18 everything to indicate that
the result will be final, The period of
probation w past, the character of men 18
fully developed, the sheep are separated
from the goats, the judge is seated apon
the throne, and the sentencs is pronounced.
Now,ihe King is omniscient, and cannot be
decoived n the character of any; Ho is just,
and the sentencs will be in accurdance with
truth, It will not therefore be like a
human sentence, which may be based
upon 1msuflicient and unroliable evidence,
may be uniust, and may aftorwards be re.
ve=ged. In the judgment of the King, there
¢an be no error, no mistako, anid no appesl,
and theretoro the sentence must stand,
And when the awfnl woids are pronounced,
*tDepart from me yo cursed,’ there is not
the slightest hint thai they wil vver return
again. In the parable also of tho ten vir-
ging, recorded 10 the samo chaptor in whieh
the yudrwment 18 doseribed, we notico also
the sbs-nce of any hint of chango in the
fature state of those whuw sin away thew
day of prace. Whien the fuolish virgius
neglscted to proeure oil till it was too late,
and then car o seeking admisqon, wo read,
that * the deor was shut ;" aund thers is uo
hint that it «wer would bo opened ; for to
thowr fraut.o uppeal, ** Lsrd, opon to u.,”
como the dreadfnl, rerponse, * Verily, I
say unto you, I know you not;' as much
a8 to say, “Tou late, tou late, yo cannot
onter now.”

9. My geconi linn of arznumont will eoa-
sist of sutne geueral consuducations, drawn
from roason and Serinture, and the opera.
tion of cortain well known principles and
tendencios, which go 19 show that the
punishment of ‘he wicked will Lo eternal,

7a.; Tho doctrine of eternal punislimont
is in harmony with the divine perfections,
go far as those ara revealed to s, ANl e
glorious porfroliona are iufiute; Ho is in-
finite in pc wor, in wigdom, in goolnoss,
and in truth.  In tlos probuabiuary state,
Hir dispensation towarde men are of a
mixed charncter. Lven Il own people
can sing of merey and of judgment. Oa
the whole, mercy prevais uver julgment ;
for while tho Lord dolighteth in morey,

judgment is hia etrange work. Bat in this
life, Ois mercy to His own po-plo ir re.
sirained by the wungiing tuketuer of the
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' righteous nnd the wicked-~by the growing
togothier of the tures and the whest, and
by tho necessity of diwciplinary trials and
aftiotions, to promote thn spiritual well-
poing +f Hig people. And on the other
hand, His wrath 14 mo. time stayed by
ronson of the rghteous found awmong the
wicked, lest in rooting np the taves the
whent also might bp destroyed ; aud by the
necessity also of preserving the werld ateelf,
as well re ungodly men, for the purpose of
complebng  the probation of His own.
Though the wrath of God 18 revesivd from
henven agamst ail unrighteoness, yet
meanwhile, the operation of the curse 18
Iumited ; and whilo the term of protatwn
lasts, when a smner retwins frowm tho orror
ot his wava, God reponteth Hita of the evii,
But in tho futurs state, there will be an en-
tiro separation of classes~—of the righteous
froma the wicked, of thoe sheep from ths
goats; and thon there wall be no restramnt
upon tho exerciee of the Jdivine merey on
the one hand, or the divine judgment vn the
othor. 'The nghteous will be porfectiy
blessed, and hence their bappiness wiil bo
otornal, the wicked wiil be utterly cursed,
and honee woe have reason to believe, that
thefr puniehment will be eternal.

¢, Another argument 18 drawa from
thoe essential tendenoy of sin to increase
end multiply iteelt. Notlnng m the world
18 50 prolitic as evi’. Notlung can be moro
apparent than the tendency of every form
ot evil to increase and multiply, unleas
counteracted by some powerful, rastraining
force, Lvery bad habit formed becomes
a now gorm of evil, of wonderfully prolifie
power. Wore 1t not for the restraimmng
influonce of divine prace, and tho mighty

ower of God’s Spirit, this world would
ong ago have beon completoly overun of
ovil, and tho remains of viriue lingering
amid the moral ruins of the fall, uniirely
swallowed up. DBut bad as the world is, it
is not uttorly abandoned. God's Spirit
sirives with men, and in some messure,
restraing the wickedness of all. And if we
supposo that some men may remch that
origis in their spiritual history, when they
are utterly abandoved of God-—when His
grace and spirit are withdrawn, and they
are left to themselves, still, they areina
world where they are surrounded by much
that is good, and are therefore not in &
condition to manifest fully the natural
tendenoy of ovil to multiply itself. But in
the future state, when the wicked are ut-
terly abandoned of God, when his grace and
spirit are ontitely withdrawn, and the
natural tendency of evil is left unrestrained
to manifest iself; and where all outward
restrainés are removed, eo that there is
nothing to hinder the full development of
evil, then wo may supposo that men will be-
oome more and more wicked, aud go farther
and farthor away from God, instend of re-
turning to Him. And if it ba true, that all
sin degerves punighment, in any part of the
Almighty's domirions, whether in this
world, or the next, it will follow, thatif than
go on sinning, they will go on suffering,
and if they go on sinning for ever they wﬁl
algo go on suffering for ever.

.} We derive another argument from
the fact that sufferinginitselfhas no cleans.
ing power, There may be an impression
on the minds of some, that there is some
oleansing or purifying efficacy in suffering;
but a momeni's consideration will show
that thie is & mistake. Ifis true that dis-
ciplinary triale and afilictions are found
beneficial to God's people, but that is not
because of any virfue in themselves, but
because of the accompanying grace vouch-
safed. YWhere aflliction is not sanctified,
the result is not beneficial, but the reverse,
Instances have no doubt come under the
notice of us all, in which pain and suffering
have left o man more hardened than before.
His heart has risen up in rebellion against
God, his hatred to everything good is in.
tensified, and he has become more hardened
in sin, and more impervious to every good
influence. This fact of itself, shows the
obsnrdity of purgatorial fire to cleanse the
souls of the departed, remove the stains of
sin, and prepare for the presence of thed
Lord. Now in the place of woe, the in.
fluence of divine grace will be removed,
and the natural effect of suffering will be,
to harden men more and more in their sins,
to intencify their hatred, to increase their
wickedness, to develop every evil passion,
and strengthen them in their rebellion
against the most High. If therefore men
will remain impure and unhely, they cannot
bo restored to the love and favor of God, or
broughtto the enjoymen® of the blessedness
of heaven, for the pure in heart alone shall
goo God ; and if they not only remain un.
holy, but possibly increass in wickedness,
they must ever remain under his wrath
and curse, and their sufferings be eternal.

1. Another argument may be drawn
from the perversity of the human will
‘The perversity of the will, is one of the
strangest facts of our pi -ent sinful con-
dition. It is in this practically, that the
difliculty of our return to God lies: * Ye
t{l not come unto me that ye might have
hfe.” e caunot see very far into this
wystery, but so far as we can see, by the
light of Seripture and our own religious ex-
perience, it is cloar that nothing less than
the mighty power of God can overcome
tho resistance of the human will, and bring
the sinuor o willing captive to the feet of
Jocus Chirist.  “* My people shall be willing
in the day of my power.” Did we not
koow to the contrary, wo might suppose,
that men's experience of the ways of sin
and consequent misery—for the way of
transgressors is hard, would make thom
w lling to return to God, but the very
roverse in the case. The deoper men sink
in sin, and the tnore misory they experionce
in consequence, the acre unwilling they
are to roturn, Take for example tho drun-

flaoncss wonld bo required in the fulurs
stato to cfiect this purxusm it 1s imipossible
for nifo conceive. And sinco wo have
no hiné of any such supposable means
being ewployed, wo are left to conclude
that the will of man will be left in itq por-
versity, and that the misery of the wicked
will be eternal, .

3. My thizd line of argmnent will coneirt
of inilnences froma Seriptuve passsges.

ra.; In 1 Cor, sy, 2!’, wo read *¢Then
comoth the end, when L shall have Je-
livered up the kmgdow to God, evon the
Fasiier, whon he shall lavo put down all
rule, and all authonty and power, for He
wust refgn tl he hinth put all ononiies
ander hs fsot.” Whatever may be the
moeaning of tlus nuportant passage as n
whole, ono thing seeuis clear, viz., that a
cerisin medintonial oflico or powor, callod
here *the kingdom, ™ has been committed
mto tho hands ot vhrist, for the redemp-
tion of mon; bw when the end cometh,
ttur meodiatorial kingdom shall be given up
wto the hands of the Fathor, the purpose
tor which it had been given, boing accom-
phisked, viz,, tho gathering of His own re-
deemed peoplo out of every kindred, people,
tongue, and nation, #nd bringing them safe
to glory ; and the putting down of all au-
thority, rule, and power. It canot be the
yving up of His essential kingdom as & di-
vino Being, that is hore spoken of, for Ho
cannot divest Himself of that without coas-
ing to be-God. The inference then is, that
His mediatorial kingdom being given up,
he will be no louger mediator botween God
and sinful man. He will no longer send
forth His Spirit to convert men, or impart
His grace to prepare men for heaven;
He will no longer sond forth His sorvants
with the mossago of morcy, saying * turn
yeo, turn yo, why will yeo die;"” He will no
longer say with His own loving voico,
** Come unto Me all ye that labor and are
hoevy laden, and I will give you rest.” In
a word the mesans of salvation whioh men
now so abundantly enjO{. will not he
available then ; there will be no mediator
through whom the guilty might draw nigh
to God—no great high Priest within the
veil to intercede for sinners; all access to
God, every mode of approach will be cut
off, and the means of salvation being
wanting, salvation iteelf will be impossible,
The only means of salvation that we know
aunything about, are confined to tha present
life ; and if these are neglected, all hopeis
cut off, and men must for ever remsin in
his condition of sin and misery, and his
punishment be eternal.

1b.) Heb. x. 26, “For if we sin wilfully,
after that we havo received the knowledge
of the truth, there romaineth no more
enorifice for sins, but a certain fearful look-
ing for of judgment and flery indignation,
which shall devour the adverseries.”” Wo
have seen that the means of salvation
through a Redoemor now avaiiable, will
not be available in the future world; but
then it might be asked might not the
means which are now so effiencions, be
again repeated ? might there not be an-
other probation ? might not the great sacri-
fico be offered ng again? but this passage
seems to close this door of hope--* there
remaineth no mure sacrifics for sine.” And
this gives emwhasic to the oft repeated
statements of Soripture, that Christ was
offered once for all, Since God caunot
forgive sin without an atonement, else
Christ would not have died, and since the
present sacrifice for sin will not be avail-
able in the future wrrld, and sinco the sacri-
fico of Olrist win nol be again repeated,
and since we kuow of no other conceivable
way in which the wicked oan be resiored,
it follows, that they will be left absolutely
without the mesns of deliverance, and
therefore their punisnrent will be eternal.

{es) Matt. xii, 81-82, * Wherefore I say
unto you, all manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men, but the blas:
ghemy against the Holy Ghost shall not
e forgiven unto men. And whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of
Man, it shall be forgiven Lim, but whoso-
+ ever speakoth againet tho Holy Ghost, it
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
world, ncither in the world to come.” In
the parallel passage in Mark, we have the
expression, “but is in danger of efernal
damnation,” yet we cannot find any
argumem on this latter olause, as some
copics read. instead of * efernal damna-
tion,” elernal sin. One truth at least this
passage makes perfectly clear, that {here
aro some sins which will never be forgiven.
The only way revealed o us in whioh sin
can be forgiven, is throagh the atonement
of Jesus Christ, but if the Sacrifice of
Christ avails not in the future state, and
sin is unforgiven, then it must be punished,
elsa the justico uf God would be set at
nought ; and if the sin itself is eternal,
the punishwont must also be eternal.

t1; Matt. v. 26, “Verily I say unto
thee, thou shalt by no means come out
thonqe. till thou hast paid the uttermost
farthing.” Compare also Matt. xviii. 84,
* And his Lord was wroth, and delivered
him to the tormentors till he should pay
all that was due unto him.” It is evident.
ly the teaching of Seripture, that God is
determined by thu necessity of His nature
to punish all sin, either in the porson of
the sinner, or his substitate., In the case
of the balicver, sin is punished in the
person of Christ ; but the unbeliover must
suffer the punishment of his sin in his own
person, These passages teach, that le
must suffer the whole penalty, whatovor
that may be; he must pay “all that is
due,” even “tho uttermost farthing.”
How much that is, we have no ieans of
knowing, for we know not the ill-dosert of
sin ; the likelihood is, that the sinner will
never be abls to pay the whole debt, and
his sufferings will thus be oternal.

kard; tho deepor he sinks in the mire of
intemperence, nnd the greater
migery ho brings upon himself,
tuore hopoless is liis cagse; the deopar lie
sinks, the more wuwilling, and becsuse

Bequence exporionce, the more unwilling
they will be to return, Andsince in the
precont stite, all the various motives bronght
to bear upon the will so seldown avail to

thie |
the i

unwilling, the more unable to return to;
the paths ~f virtue. Thus we find, that|
pain aud suffering are unable to uvereowe |
thr puerversity of the human willl The |
same principa! will no doubt hold in the ;
future stato ; the deepor men will ¢ink in | relates not ineroly to his sbort lfo on
#in, and the more misery they will in cou- | earth, but to the whole of his existence.

{e.s The last passage I will refer to is
Matt. xxvi, 24, *The Son of Man goeth as
it is writlen of Him, but woe unto that
man by whom the Son of Manis betrayed,
it had boen good for that man if he /ad
not heen bern,”  These words were spoken
by Hiun who knew the whole lifo of Judas,
hot only on earth, but his whole existence
in tho great future; ahd we have every
reason to believo, that this expression

If then Judas repented truly, and was
forgiven—as some would have us believe—
these worde could not in any sense be
ttue; and if Judws was lost, and we admit

movo it God.ward, what rower and in. | that &l sowns %iure {me, aiter & period of

suffering, his punishment should come to
an end, and ha bo restored to the love nnd
favor of Gtod, we cannot see how those
words conld be trus ithar; for no matter
Low long hie should suffe., it would still bo
a limited period, to be i lowed Dby an
otornity of Llies; and ru ofernity of blire
will far outweigh a limited perod of sutfor
ing, and therefora wo infer, that those ‘nf
whom thiz ean be truly -ail must snifor
for over,

{. My fourth lins of argnment consists
of poaﬁivo arscrtions of the etornity of
future puni.bments. This is the sure
ground upon which the doctrine rests. Ly
this one arguinent alone, the truth of th:
doetrine may be cetablished ; but the con
clusion thus arrived at, may bo etrongthen
ed by the other considcrations to which
wo have referred. As this argument will
turn, partly on the meaning of certain
Grovk wurds, it will be uceessary for e to
{i)x;mo these, go ao to make myself 1atellig-
ible.

.t Oue first proof herd is from the
Greek word . which we translate
“otornity,” and a.0. iz, which we translate
“afernal.” The word -den is applied to
God in1 Tim.i. 17, “the King etornal,”
or king of the oternities; and in Rev. i, 18,
it is applied to Christ, who is *alive for
evormoro,” and in both these oases, it must
menn etornity in the absolute sense. In
nine cases thia word is applied to the hap-
piness of tho righteons, and must also
denote absolute etornity: is it not then
ronsonable to supposo, that in the five
instances in whio%x this word is used to
donote the punishment of the wieked, it
has the same moaning! Again, the word
aionius is applied to God, Rom. xvi. 26,
“tho cverlasting God," and o the Holy
Spirit, Heb, iz. 14, *“{he eternal Spirit,”
and in both of these casos it must mean
etornal in tho abeolute eense. This word
ig nsed in the New Test. ment altogethor,
1 bolieve sixty-six times. In fifty-one of
those instances, it is applied to the happi-
ness of the righteous; fwice as we have
geen, it is applied to Ctod; six times it is
applied to miscellancous objects in which
its moaning is olear; and seven times it is
applied to the future punishment of the
wicked. Tous it appears, that out of sixty-
six times in which the word is wused, in
fitty-threo of them it must menn endless ;
and whon we find this same word, whiech is
used to express the lifetime of the
Almighty, and to deseribe the happiness of
saints in glory, applied also in the same
manner to the future punishment of the
wioked, the conclusion is unavoidable, that
the punishment of the wicked mnst be
endless. And as if to put this matter
beyond the possibility of a doubt, we have
this same word qioning, not only in the
text, but in the next clause of the verse.
Our translators ueed different words in
the twn olauses I suppose, just to vary the
oxprossion, but the Greek word is the
same in both ; and it would be contrary to
all recognized rules of interpretation, to
take the word in a limited sense in the
one clause, and without any good reasom,
in An unlimited sense in the other. The
conclusion is therefore irresistible, that if
the happiness of the righteous is eternal,
80 aléo is the punishmant of the wicked.

{b.) A second argument is derived from
the Greek word aidios, whioh signifies for
evor, or everlasting, This word is twice
used in the New Tastament. Once in
Rom, i. 20, where it is {ranslated ¢ eternal,”
‘* God's eternal power and godhead,” The
other instanoe is in Jude vi., where it is ap-
plied to the angels who kept not their first
estate, and are reserved in * cverlasting
chaing under darkness, unto the judgment
of the great day.” The argument here is
that the punishment of the rebel angels is
everlasting, they are reserved in ‘*‘ever-
lasting * chains. Now we find from the
Soriptures, that man is to share the punish.
ment of rebel angels. * Depart from me
yo ocursed into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels.’ If therefore
the punishment of the angtls is eternal,
and man is {o share this punishment, it
follows, that man's punishment must be
eternal also. If it be asked why the
punishment of the wicked, if really eternal,
should be expressed in words which are in
any cage capable of a limited meaning, it
must be answered, that the Greek language
contains no other terms better suited for
the purpose. Words suited to set forth
God’s eternal power and godhead, must be
held as adequate to set forth either the
endless happiness of the redeemer, or the
endless misery of the wicked. The sacred
writers wore under the necessity of setting
forth the truth, in terms such as the
language in common use furnished; and
suppose thay intended to set forth the
proper etornity of hell toxments, the words
tney employ are just the proper oues to
express it. It is true, that by a combina-
tion and repetition of words, the doctrine
might be set forth beyond the possibility
of calling il in_question, but this is not
done with any doctrine, and if done in this
case, and not in others, it would furnish
men with a pretext to callin %uestion every
other revealed truth not similarly express-
ed,

fc.) A third snd last argument under
this head is, that the oternily of future
punishment is clearly affirmed by certain
figurative expressions, which in the ordin-
ary way in which we understand language,
can only have ope meaning., Of these
expressions some are more etriking and
terrible than othors, but it may be truly
said, that they are about the strongest
which lauguage ocan furnish. In some
cases indeed there is no figure used, but
a plain direot statement, similar to the
statement in the text, Such for example
is  Matt, xviii. 8, where it is said, It is
bettor for thee to enter into life halt or
mained, rather than having two hands or
two feet, to be cast into everlasting fire.”
The word here used is aionios, the same
word that is used in Rom. xvi. 26, and is
thore tranalated the ¢ overlasting God.”
In tho parallel g:asuge in Mark ix. 48, the
words ave, * It is beiter for thee to enter
into life mained, than having two handg, to
o into hell, into the fire that ncver shall
be quenched,” or more literally unquench.
able fire, Now, whatever may be thought
about the naturs of hell fire, whetlier we
are to understand it literally, or figurative-
ly, there can be no doubt about its duration,
The word smployed to designate its dura.
tion, 2rliestoe, tignifies unquenchable ; and

naquenchable fire mnst b oternal fire,
In the f4th verse of tho same ohapter,
the oxpresgion is slightly varied, * tho fixe
s not suenched,” which i a positive
affirtuation, that the firo will nover dig,
and therefore Lo endless. in the dith,
i5th, and 48tk verses of the rame ohapter,
wo have a threofold repetitin of a very
striking ligure, which, howeves it may b
intorproted, must be Leld as positively
sflirming that the mieory of tho wiesked
will be otornal, ** Whero tfmu‘ worm gioth

not.”” Frota the close counestion of this
| cluasoe with the following, ** and the fire 1
| sot quenchicd,” it is obviuua that it is only
anotber mode of expressing the same trath,
j The higuro is taken from the worm preying
upon the oareases of men sinin m batile,
Tue ciacnses are supporod to be so numers
ons that the worm will nover oease to
i dovour them; and whether wo intorpret
ths higure to mean the pamns of hell fire,
ot the remorse of conscience, or the self
nccusations and reprosches of the sinner,
the meaning, o far as the puint Wwe are
now considering, will be tho same~—the
gnawing of the worm will nover cease, the
mngery of the wicked will be oternal,
Agam m the Book of Rovelat.on xiv, 10,11,
it is entd of those who woiship the beast
and his image, that ** heshali bo tonnented
with firo and brimstone 1 tie presenco of
the holy angels, and in the piosenes of the
Lamb, and the smoke of tuwir torment
accondeth up for ever and crver.” The
words here ‘*for over and oves,” aretho
snme wolds used in the lst chiap. of this
samo book, to express the lifetunec of the
Redeomor, who 18 slive *for over more,’
Let no one say hare, that the smoke of the
firo may bo oternal, but not the sufferings
of those thrown into 1t, for 1t is expressly
stated, that ¢ he shall bo tormouted,” and
the rmoke of their forment will ascend
for ever and over. And then it 18 said in
tho next clause, thiat * they iave no rest
day nor night,” which evidently means in
this case endless, for a somewhat similar
exprossion is used to denoto the active,
loving, joy{ul service of the saints in glory,
Looking at all these various statemonts and
oxpressions as a whole, if they do not
mean oternal puuishmont thero, it would
soor, that human lauguage is not capable
of aflirming anything; if theso statements
do not mean eternal punishment it may
well be asked, What do they iaean? or
what would God have us uuderstand by
thom? If God bo true, and does not
deceive us, there is no other slternative
but to accept theso plain teaciungs on this
awful subjeot, in all their fulness, and bow
to the authority of the inspired word.
Patting then the whole evidenoco together,
by the legitimate use of the faculties God
has given us, in the interpretation of His
rovealed will, we come to the conolusion
tltmt thlo punishment of the wicked will be
eternal,

IIL. Oonsequences of denying the doc.
trine of eternal punishment. We have
only time left us for n fow very brief
remarks on this point. An indireot way
of establishing tke truth of a proposition,
is by showing, that if it be denied, con.
soquences will follow at variance with
known truths; if the conelusion be known
to be false, and the reasoning be legitimate,
then the promises must be false. On the
same prinoiple, assuming the theory of
Restoration to be true, if consequences
follow which are at variance with the
revealed truth of God's word, we are
warranted to infer that we procced from
wrong premises.

(1.) I the proper eternity of futare pun.
ishment be denied, and we hold that ai
some indefinite time in the future, sin and
suffering will come to an end, it must
follow, that devils aleo will be saved ; but
not only is this a mere assumption but it
is contrary to the express declaration of
Soripture, that they are ‘‘resorved in ecver-
lasting ohains, under darkness, unto the
judgment of the great day.”

2. If the doctrine be denied aud the
theory of Restoration adopted, it must
necossarily modify the whole system of
Ohristian truth. All the doctrines of
Seriptare are eo related, that the modifica-
tion of one, and especially of ono so funda.
mental a8 the eternity of future punishment,
necesearily modifies our views of thie other
dootrines of revealed {ruth. If we believe
that after an indefinite period of suffering
the wicked will be restored to the love and
favour of God, then we may woll ask,
why the necessity of Christ’s atonement?
if men by ages of suffering can oxpiate their
own eins, then, why did Christ die at all?
Bo it is clear, that the eternity of punish-
ment is closely sonnected with the atone-
ment, and right views of the peraon of
Christ. It is trne, that one man may
doubt the eternity of future punishment,
and yet hold firm y by the other dootrines
of Soripture ; but 1t does not follow, that
anofher adopting his views on this qnes-
tion will do the same; he will he more
likely to follow out his theory to its logical
results. This is proved by the fact that
the theory of Restoration is usually asso-
ciated with Unitarianism, Universalism, or
some such system, which we believe to be
in many things, very wide of the truth,

8. If tho eternity of future punishment
be denied, it leaves no logical stand
point  between Christian faith and
absolute scepticiem, If & man does
not accept the plain and positive
teaching of Seripture on this subjeot, with
oqual reason he may roject the teaching of
Seripture on any other subject; tho same
process of critioism by which the force of
Soriptare statements on this subject may
be avoided, would suffice to avoid the force
of Soripture teaching on any other subject;
if it ig allowable to dilute or explain away
tho statements of Scripture in rogard to
the punishment of tho wicked, b with any-
thing else found to be disagroeable to de-
praved human nature, and thus the authority
of Scriptare would be set at nought, and
the very foundations of our faith be over-
thrown. The Bible would be regarded as
teaching nothing cortain, or rather as teach:
ing what any one would ohoose to have it
teach, Orifon the other hand, we should
question the validity of those rational pro-
cosees by which we intorpret Seripture, we
strike a blow at all truth, and are Iannched
on a wide sea of absolate Scepticism.

(4.) The denial of this dootrine would
weaken the awful ranstionr with whish Zod
hins beeir piensed 42 uphoid tho Rathor'y of




