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L ORD ALFRED TENNYSON,
Eiîgelaiid's latîreate poet, is ac
mîanu %'lio scarcely e.ver ap-

pears iii thîe fashioîiable dr-aviîîg,-r-oornis or
even the streets of the great inietropolis.
Mis I ife is spetît, alinost eiitirely, eithîer at
luis residetîce ini Haslemere or iii tbe
pleasauît lioinestead oi thîe Isle of \'iglit,
whiclî lias lonîg sixice beconne fains.
He made a trial of Lonîdon life a fev years
ago. He rented a hîouse iin a fasliionable
quarter, eîîtertaiîed, anîd allowed limiself
to be eiîtet*taitied, anîd wvas the center of
ain adiiig <grioup. Buit lie wotul( liot
clatuge 1lis costumiie-aI %vays appeariiig
iii the picturesque, wide-avake anîd poetic
cloakz, wvith lus liair flowving over lus
shîoulders. Soon tiring of thte giddy whli
of society, lie forsook it for bis counîtry
home, so întich better suited to liis tastes;
and lie declared tîtat Londoni woîîld nieyer
be visitited by himi agaii miîless it w~as
unuavoîdable.

Inibis den at Hasleînere, at the top of
the liotise, lie sits wvrapt iii meditatioti or
ind ulgitiig ini poetical fancies, but, wl'bat
sliglîtly mars thîe effects of tîtese intisiuigs,
lue must alvays have a pipe ini lis motith
anud a lîuge tobacco jar by lus side. Ini
appearaîîce lie is ta]], sliglitly beuît by the
more than t1ireescore w~inters \vliicIi have
passed over lus lîead, leaving tlîeir frost
also on luis liair anîd beard. Carlyle de-
scr'ibes lîim at forty as "omie of the fiîîest
lookiîîg mentinl tlhe world, a great slioclc
of munsty dark luair, briglît laugluiiîg liazel
eyes, massive aquiline face-most massive
yet most delicate of sallow-brown comn-
plexion, almnost Indian lookitig." Me
cares îiouglit wliat the wvorld says regard-
in- luis personal appealance. Mlis every
day dress is a suit of badly fitting gray
clotlies, loose tîîrned, downi collar anîd a
cravat carelessly tied.

His friendsliips are fewv and lie is not
anxious to make new acquaititances.
Mis manniers seein almnost rude to a
stranger, a ~t by lus niost initimiate friends
tlîis brtiscjueness is îîot îoticed. He does
not tbiîîk as Pope did, tlîat "The proper

study of mnankind is mati," for bis secluded
life bias mnade imi partictilariy sensitive
to the criticismns of the %vorld. H is soi-
row at tbie deatb of lis bosoîn fî'iend,
Arthîur Hallain, wvhicli occurred wvlieni
Tennyson \vas quite a voung' man, \Nas
deep ai lastîiig. To turn blis attention
froin bis recent bereavemient lie began to
compose verses iii inniorv of ls dead
compatiioti, and at last brotigbt forth thiat
Nv'onderfuil pi odîiction '' In iN-einoi-laîni,"

Thackeray's datiglter savs of bis read-
i ug the poeiii ' Malud '' ' Oe cati hardly
describe it-it is a sort of mystical incan-
tatiosi. a chtant iii wvlcli every niote rises
anid falis, anid reverberates again. A few
yeai s ago, '\'bile crutisiing, wi'ùh i. GlacI-
stonle in sir D)onald Ckuîrie's steamer, lie
\vas reqitested by the Princess of WVales
aîid lier sister, tuie l'iipress of Rtissia,
\vlio lia(l loarded the slîip at Copenluageti,
to read to thei ' Etiocli Ard(eti." Coin-
plyîing witl pleastîre to tlîeir %visli, lie wvas
Iieartily tltanked and the next day received
a letter expressing titeir pleaýsure and
adirjation.

1*11otigli col(l and indifférenit to thte

\vrdin general. to iis wife and chljdren

been an invalid foi- îîîaîy years, s0 cannot,
as sie tised to, long ago, ac coinpany I iii
in lus rnorîîing \Nalk-s or sit b, bis side
whlile lie studies or Nvrites. It is said
tîa t it wvas on lus eldest sott's accoutit tîtat
lie accepted tbe title of Lord Ten~nyson.
It nmay be thîe iîieans of lus receiviîîg more
attention from- tbe world tîtati lie \\vOnld
as plain Mr. Tennysoni, for lus talents cali
neyer raise liim toý lus fatlier's position.

Tlhe poet's productions of the last teit
4 years liîave been very imîcli inferior to bis

carlier poemns. Thie "Jubilee Ode."
wvritten duriîîg tbe last year, is a coin-
position îîot to be cotupated eveii lto the
Ode on thîe "I)eath of the Duke of
WVellington;" anîd tlîis ranlcs far beîîeath
lus " Lockcsley Hall," and thte " Priiicess."
Butt wve niist îlot expeet too iiuicît from
lîjîni wlîo for lIaîf a ceîîtury lias beeti poîu-
iîîg fortb rare geins of soîig, wliiclî %vill, no
doubt, deliglît thte future generation.

On thîe wvliole, Tennyson's life lias been
hîappy anîd prosperous; luis old age calm


