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to have been cbtained by this rnethod.
We are, however, here treading on
somewhat doubtful ground, to which
1 think it nece.ssary to refer. The in-
fluence of suggestion in improving
even sucli definite organîc affections
as locomnotor ataxia and epilepsy is
now well recognized, and it is most
unsafe to record any resuits in the
surgery of the nervous system unless
such resuits can be verified by ob-
jective sigils or checked by observa-
tion for a long period of time. In all
surgery, as in ail therapeutics, the
recording or resuits is liable to be in-
fiuenced, by two subjective factors
-the optimism of the operator,' and
the hopelulness of the patient; and
both of these factors apply with
especial force to the trcatment of af-
fections of the nervous systemn. 'Not
only operations of almnost any kind,
but even accidents, if severe enoughi,
may cause epilcpsy ta remiain in
abeyance for a considerable period of
tinte, and it appears to mue higlhly
probable that any benefit alleged to
have been dêýrived- from the s-
pension" of locomotor ataxics was
merely temporary and was produced
iii this way.*

The gasýtric crises of locoinotor
ataxia stand on a different footing~
from the lightnIng pains. They are
far more serious, and if allowed to
continue are associat ed with the
gravest dm~erioration of geueral
bealth. Agaimn 1 do flot propose to
dJiscusq in any way- tise pathology of
these conditions, but 1 would like to
draw attention to a very valuable
method of treatmnent introduceud 1hy
Ferter, i.e., division of the dorsal
roots suipplying thie lower thorax and
upper abdomen on both sides, a.nd to
report a case of this nature in whicb,
the operation h1aving been performed
so far back as 1914, 1 think we eau
suffleientiy elimiinate the possibility
that wve have a mereiy temporary iln-

provement.
October, 1914, 1 reported the caàse of G. W.
M,, at that Mine 47 years of age, who had,
suffered f rora locomnotor ataxia wlth gastric
crises for at least ten years, the attacks
baco'ning steadily mre frequent mnd of
longer duration, until eventually they were
almcst continuous. The pain was de-
soribed -as commencIng between the ieft
shoulder-blade and the spine, paslng round
the left side below the ri4as and thence on
to the regîon of the stoxnach. On accounit
o its intensity, morphla was tbeing given
f reely, and ýthe pabient was aimosit a
morphino-nianiac. In March, 1914, 1 divided
the fourth, fth, slxth, seventh and elghth
posterlor dorsal roots on the side, thus pro-
ducing a well-<Iefined anesthcsia in the area
of pain. The patient, withln the first two
years after the operation, had three slight
attacks, and since then (seven years ago) lie
has had no attacks at ail; though hai is stili
su fFcring f romi locomotor ataxia with cer-
tain disalyllities, he Ms frae fromn pain and
quite abile to attend to his ordinary busi-
nes.s. The area of anSsthesia produeed at
iih- original operation is stili present.

*Thi nfluence of operations per go ln the
relickýf o f epilepsy was Inany years ago called
airtion to 1by Shawu Mcearen. Probaibiy
most house-surgeons have naticed tthet
opilepties adxnitted to hosplita1 for injuries
sucuh as burins p)rese-t a clecided rernission
in the f requency and sev-erity of their con-
vulsions while convaiescing froî.n these In-
juries. Many years ago 1 operated in suc-
cessu>fl on lioth. sids of an epileptic with
double inguinal larnîa. HMs lits, 'which had
been frecquent and bil:î efore the oer-
atioli, w'ere entireiy in :beyance so long as
hie ema'ined in hiospit;» ln connection with
p)rocedings, which, were, uot designed in any
way to influence the c.. ditIon of the nerv-
ous SyRtemn.

At the conclusion of the lecture upon
whielh thiq paper is ba,-id, ana of the
audience infurmned the l-cturer of a re-
riiarkabie insýýunc l he case of a ladly
suffering f rom trig elinal nieurs.lgia, mh>o
dtiring anei bom o of pain hand an ac-
eklkiliai fait, in which slie received a sevare,
1low upon thie foreliead. The pain ceaased
imintdiately, and the neuralgia i-emained in
abeyanc,(e or a pvriod of six or elght

nnlî,after which it returied with its
oiîigmoil internslty. It is possïble ta mug-
gcet ti!ah in the lasit instance there nsay
have Icou soniue achual effeet produced upon
the Gasserian ganglion or on suune of its
brýanches; but there is, 1 14stl~ uçj
denee of 'sucli.


