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alcohol, taken long e'nough before a meal to be absorbed, would
assist digestion by its exaltant influence en tho susceptible ecen-
tres; but as it, precipitates pepsin, it is incompatible with diges-
tion during active alimentation. ýPbc physiological action of
aleohol, as it is illustrative of the lav of antagonisticinnervation,
deserves a passing notice, and especially its pathological sequences.

When habitually imbibed in quantity sufficient to exalt
ganglionie force, it diminishes the normal supply of blood,
and thereby enfeebles organic function generally. While
stimulation, short of influencing ganglionie force, produces
-no pathological sequel, the - consequences of deep and
continuous potations are most deplorable. It is evident,
from & kniiowledge of the operations of the physiological law
under discussion, that a constant exaltation of ganglionic dyna-
imie force miust necessarily dininish vital action, not as hereto-
fore absurdly held, by the alcoholie action being transformed by
some visionary power into a sodative influenceý; but by produ-
cing a state of capillary occlusion incompatible witli the nutri-
tive functions. In the first stage of intoxication, whilo the
cerebro-spinal dynamic force alone is exalted, blood is sent in
preternatural quantity to all the organs, and their functions
increased accordingly. The brain instantly responds, and, one
idea presses on another in such guick succession that they become
blended into an indistinct chain of thought. The functions of
the stomach, kidneys, liver, sudoriferous glands, testes, ovaries,
Ac. are preternaturally exalted. There is great indisposition to
sleep or repose, hence the Bacchanal orgies continue unintèr-
ruptedly till cornplete physit-at e:haustion or till the ipotations
becomo sufficiently potent te arouse ganglionie- actions, -and
shuit off the super-abunduùt supply of blood. The sanie physi-
lokgical-state of the two nervous systems exists in the second

.stage of intoxication that does in marcosis frohi opium, :conse-
qutimly the same iniaetivity of organie function.

The. brain nolonger feeling the- vitalizing influence of the
blood beconies incapable of perception and sinks into a state of,
repose :called- sleep, from which, if capillary occlusion be com-
plete, it mnay never aiouse. Continuous alcoholization necessar-
Jly impairà digestive function by depriving the gstric and
.Pancreatie glands of a siffliciency of the eleinent from whicl
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