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the face, and all the signs of engorgement of the
lungs and heart, and died in convulsions six houra
after.”

Murphy has published a case nearly similar; he
also admits ¢ that vomiting, nausea and beadache
rometimes follow on fta use.” Nausea and vomit-
Ing were also present in one of Denham's cases.

?llxby states, ‘' that intense headache, and even
vomiting, are q of its use.”

Parks give the case of a lady, in whom, after
chloroform inbalation, looding came on to » fear-
ful extent, and {nceasantsickness. He managed to
oxtract the placenta; and, owing to the feeble con-
tractions of the uterus (and this iatter condition,
he ia confident, it often produces), he was kept
grasping It for foar or five hours; the vomiting
continued for eight hours without intermission ;
the headache remained for weeks.

Tyler Bmith “believed thet post partom hemor-
rbage and retention of the placenta occurred more
freguently after its use than without it.”

Montgomery was of opinion '‘ that it predispores
1o retalned placenta snd hemorrhage.”

Ny friend Dr. Young, before alluded to, says : =
“1 have blamed it for causing a longer detention
of the placents, and for occasional after-hemor-
rhage, owing to the iazy and inefficient contrac-
tion of the uterus. Afler its use opiates have very
little effect ; even very decided doses, in any form,
bave not beea followed by that tranquillity 1 bave
hioped for, in that violent pain Wwhich' I have 20
often found to follow operations swhen chloroform
had been used.” . e

Murpby apeaks of being obliged to “presa upon
the uterus to expel the placenta, in two cases, after
chloroform.

Some of the loudest advocates for chloroform in-
balation in labor have, in order to counteract its
deleterious effects upon uterine action, recom-
mended the co-administration of ergot of rye;
which practice reminds me of the astute physiciaa
who, to be sure to hit his patient's disease, pre-
acribed fer him the combination of a stimnlant with
s sedative.

Ousack and others have also testified 10 the dele-
terious offects of this drug upon the cerebro-spinal
system of the infant.

Dr. Aveling speaks of "& lady who had chloro-
form in three labors, all of whose children, when
upwell, bad for years allerwards the smeil dis-
tinetly off their breaths. This isdy would never
take it again.”

Dr., Jackeon (an American) thus writes upon the
subject =" Whea ohloroform_ia inhaled into the
luogs, the oxygen is abstracted from the blood,
aud, combiniaug with the formyle, makes formic
acld, while the chlorine comblines with the blood as
a substitate for oxygen. Thus a portion of the
blood becomes chemically changed, disorganised,
and rendered onflt for ita vital fonctions.

Denbam gays;—' There are cases in which
chloroform appeared t¢ de not only useless, but,
when persevered in, tively Injurious.”” And
agaln '-;-“' la giving ol mlbrdm we incur a certain
amount:of present and perchance of remote
i efvote.” e aatpe

Dr. Robert J.ee, in reply 0 a letter from me,
says ~—I could give you a great number of cases
lrll :‘M"eh chloroform was mot only imjurioas, but

a . -

Dr. Gream seld:—* Ho agreed with Dr. Les in
saying that we were quite unaoquainted with ome-

tenth of the evil effects whioh had resulted from
the use of chloroform, particularly in Scotland.”
Dr. Duancan, in & letter to Dr. Lee, thus writes :—
 Your case of chloroform death in midwifery is,
to the hest of my belief, not the only one in'Scot~
Jand. [ was called, too late, to & case which died
suddenly while taking it in small quantity.”

Dr. Campbel), of Ayrshire, records another case
of death In labor from its use. Mr. Oarter says
“ that In two cases its cffects would appear to have
boen pernicious.”

Prof. Faye, of Christiana, has also recorded a
fatal case of labor after its use. .

Dr. Rogers sald * he knew of & case where death
took place apparently in conseqnence of its use in
midwifery.”

Dr. Barnes says:—‘In ordinary forcops cases
chloroform certainly is not required, either to facilis
tate the operation or to allay pain. Indeed by its
use in such cases we lose one very valuable indi.
cation in the loss of our patient’s sento of feeling.

Dr. Chas. Kidd does not consider its use devoid
of danger, as he advises the physician who admin-
isters it “always to carry in his pocket n portable
galvanic chain or battery.

Drs. Kidd and Richardson are reported as having
seen many deatha after its emplogyment; and the
former gentleman ‘“to have seen about 300 cases
restored to life or rescued after they had boen pro-
nounced dead.

I would agk, in the nnmne of cominon sense, is it
within the bounds of reason to believe that a medi-
cine can be employed innocuously with the pregnant
female, when confeasedly its une has often been foi-
lowed, not only by dangerous, but even fatal
results under other circumstances, ar testified to by
Drs. Kidd- and Richardson, amongst many others,
a8 also by almost every periodical we take up.

We have been told that across the Tweed death
bas not, ia any instance, followed upon the inhala-
tion of chloroform in Iahor, whereas somc have
becu since recorded ; and not very long ago I was
informed, by moro than one physician practising in
Scotland, that many have so occurred there, but
not made public, yet well known to the profession,

1t is also & fact that some who have written
favorably on its use have since changed their opin-
fons, but have not aaid 50 publicly. Some give it
ouly in name, or as has been atyled d la Reine,
making their patienta helieve that they are saved
from a vast amouat of pain, whén in reality they
have scarcely inhaled s singl¢ breath of it.

Woe very frequently see better and safer recover-
ies after ledious and painful than after rapid and
painless labors, and the latter are uot the leas likely
10 be seriously complicated ; indeed in former days,
when, bappy for the parturient female, cbloroform
was uokaown, and when meddlesome midwifery
was strongly reprobated, such au opinion was en-
tertained.

Even though it were possible to divest chlore-
form of its dangers, it does not, as bas been already
shown, always produce the advantages expected
from its use, as in version; for indeed not a few
instances bave been recorded of its having been an
impediment to this operation, which in some cases
oould not be overcome. 1 canpot see auy advan-
tage derivable from the inbalation of this polsonous
drug in ocases of retalved placeuta, as generally
sach a complication lo sansed b’ {naction of the
uterus ; our objeot, tharefore, ought to be to in-
duce uterine action, surely not further to paralyse it.




