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the shutters being closed and the blinds down, She had a strong preientiment that she wasgei,
and the curtains being drawn together were net to die. Owing to lier age labur was very t6.
enough, a thick shawl is generally pinned over dious, so after twenty-fôurheurs she -was unable
all to intercept any straggling rays Ot liglit that help herseif and begced
nmay be struggling to enter in. Keeping a wo- Heve ber, which 1 did by applying the forcepà
man in a badly ventilated and dark room for at the superior strait, the os being fully dilated.
ten days, plays a consideiable part in the great I gave her the A.C.E. mixture and took abolt
weakness irom which niany suffer for weeks af- haif an hour to deliver the head, hoping thereby
ter a normal confinement. As I have already to save the perineum which was very tougl. lu
said, the patient died from peritonitis, but what spite of this precaution thore vas a slight tear,
was the cause ? I had not been attending any necessitatig a single stîtch as suggested by Dr.
infections cases for months before and 1 care- Alloway. i gave her vaginal douches of plain
fully washed my hands and instruments and water for a few days, and she nade a good re-
cleaned my nails. May this woman not have covery without any tise of temperature. On
had a pyo-salpynx or a virulent ovarian cyst or the 8th of Octobar of this year she sent for me
abscess which burst into the peritoneal cavity on account of a severe pain in the right-iliae
while expelling the placenta? It was only since ragion. Ihinking it might be labor, whîch was
reading Dr. Coe's article in the American Jour- then due, she sent for the midwifo who was to
nal of Obstetries that the thought occurred to attEnd lier. The latter axaifled her and could
me, as theie was no retained placenta, no de- doteot nothing except marked tenderness in the
composing clots, no retained membrane to ex- right sid close to the uterus. 1 found lier tani.
plain the disease. The uterus wheu I curetted perature 1021. Snspecting appendicitis I or-
was completoly empty. If 1 Lad acted upon dered a saline, and next day the fever and t-n-
Dr. Reddy's suggestion u opein the abdomen, I dernessweregene. Ididnotseaheragainuntil
would have at leastseen vhetherthere wasarup- the niglit of the twelfth, when 1 was urgently
tured abscess or pus tube, removed it and wash- sent for. I found ler in a very iow condition,
ed out the peritoneal cavity. On the other being almost senseless and daathly white. She
hand, if I had found nothing, I could have re- had lost vary fittle bloed, but 1 gave lier à
moved the uterus and appendages aiter throw- dachun of fi. extract cf ergot in anticipation of
ing a noose around them and transfixing them fieoding; I also gave her a little stimulant. She
with pins. This would not have added in the ralliad somewhàt, wlen the Midwifa t'ied dur-
least to the dangers of an exploratory incision, ing an heur to deliver the placenta by axpres-
and, although the woman would have lost some sien and traction on the cord but withoutavail.
organs whose functions she abhorred, it would At zha end of that time I intreducad ny two
probably have saved her life. She might none lingers into the utarus with great difiiculty
the less have been a good wife and mother. and tried te remeve the placenta, but found it

Now a word with regard to bichloride of nier- flrmiy adherent. By this time the womau wa'<
cury injections. I have used them hundreds of very much exhausted, and bitterly
times in the vagina, since for three years, I my- of the pain, se I decided te adopt the cours
self gave one tu every woman before applying recommendad by WVnkel te vait twelve heurs,
electiicity, and in none of these did I ever have and il net spentanaously expelled by that tirne,
the slightest sign of poisoning. I have only te give heran anSsthetie and detach it with my
used them in the uterus a few times after con- hand. I left an ounce of ergot with directions
finement, and three tinies at least, I have had te give ler a teaspoonful every four heurs
bichloride poisoning. I attribute the difference the double purpose cf preventing hemorrhagé
in effect to the large amount of raw surface at and expelling the contents of the uterus. Iga
the placental site, and at numerous slight fis- lier a hot injection cf plain vater, cleaned ler
sures of the cervix, vagina or perineum. I feel up, remevîng ail soiled linon froi the bed. I
satislied that, while being very dangerous, even told tha mid vifé te lot lier sleep se as te gain a
wien followed by a copious flow of water, they little strangth for what miglt ha necessary when
are very little if at ailt superior to a 1-40 per- I retnrnad As soon as I loft the house the
manganate solution ; and 1 for one shall never midwife bagan working at the placenta, and b,
use bichiloride again after labour. 3 am. had removed a censiderable peitien cf i

I now come to a case in whicb, profiting by whih she showad me on My arrivai at 9 am'
my. previous experience, i adopted a much more I did net thînk that it vas ah thora and,
energetic mettiod of treatmnent, and, I an glad fora, introduced ry hand into tle vagina
to add, with the imost gratifying results. removed'several handfuhls more from the uterus,

Mrs. Z., iet 35, was attended by me in lier which -was still tightly*ciosed. The patient
first confinement about three years ago. She tee weak te stand an anSsthetic, and the
had always been delicate, and at the end of lier. duotin cf my band caused ler intense pain, 8e -

first pregnancy was in a wretched general state that I could net get'my fingers inte fundus.
o health. Her house was dark and in a dirty then gava fier an intrà-uterîne douché cf par-
street> the a'titxsplie-e was -damp and musty. mngadat solution untilit retared woar a


