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affected witli that disease. Since the discovery, last year, of
the Cape Breton cases, Dr. Smith lias continued bis investi-
gations, and, wiile no causes for appreliension exist, he is
been directed to give lis undivided attention to the saine
work, imder a permanent oflicial appointnent by the
Dominion Governmîienît. Dr. Snith is a graduate of Harvard
University.-V. Y. 1Id. Journ.

Tiir, following connunication vsa lately addressed to the
Medicail Board, N S. We print it as it stands. Wlo
will volunîîtcer ?
THE MEDICAL BORD.

The inbabitants of this place have been humbugged for
sixteen years by a quack whose name is he have bin too
the States lately about six Weeks and is comne hun and pretends
he is now a doctor wlici 1 know is not true. there is a large
practise licar and please send us a regular doctor and he vill
have too cleer out.

Pcase Io not let on who wrote this to you as I am so sur-
round vitlh lis wifes relations and I vouild not be save. I heerd
a man advise bin to go to Halifax insted of going to the States
lie said he couild not lare enough there.

Yours faitfuilly,

fin goin away for winter and hope you vill send a good
doctor.

A sunjîc1 of, practical iiportaice is " the effect of dis-
tension of tli abdomi en on circulation and respiration." It
lias not received the attention antd investigation it deserves.
Not long ago, lovever, Dr. .. Ire inriclis, of Ielsiingfors,
undiertookl experiieits to deteriiiiiie tliese effects. The
results tended to show that the abdominal cavity could be
distended very considerably, so that the parieties vere
quite tighît without ma criail alteration of pulse or respiration.
it vas oily after very great distension tlat tlhc respirations
becaime seriously iiterfered withi. I)yspnooa. tlein ensueîd,
the aecessory muscles were called inuto play, but tliose soon
becominliîg misuflicient, death tltiiately supervenled. Su far
as the tightness of the abdominal wall is concerned, it is to
lue i'eeiîiberedl that nuscular contraction may he )roiiouiicei
and the amleloiniiiial wall rigid wien the abdominal cavity is
little encroaclhed upon. WVe w'ould specially remark upon
the iiterfereiice with respiration seen in cases of pronounced
tympanitis. Thie fatulent distensioni may be so great tliit
it nay be necessary to puncture the inflated bowel, nlot oiily
for the purpose of relieving pain, but in order to prevent
asphyxia witi (in cases of ncute abdominal obstiction with
enormouîs flattulent distension) possible early death there-
froin.

Din. LAUDER BRUNTON AS AN INVEsTJGATOR.-Tle retu rn
of Dr. Lauider Bruiiton froin Iidia is announced in the
British ilfedical Journal, w1hici quotes fiom tlhe Pioneer of
India, an enîgaging acconit of Dr. Bruiton during its knowl-
edge of liim as a lhlorofornm Coiiiiiissioier at Hyderabad.
An accident whzici occuirred to limîî in the course of son of

is experiments, b iroglit to lighit the fact that before lie
went out to India he visited Pasteur at Paris, andi had iiim-
sell inoculated as a precaitionary nieasuire against tlhe possi-
bilities incident to a large experiiientatioi upoin dogs and
other animals. Tlie very danger wliich lie foresaw as possi-
ble occurrel to him ; le was badly bitten by an enraged
pariali dog which escaped froin the control of bis assistants.
Wlen every one clse present at the exl)erimeiit manifested
alarmin, r. Brunton quietly rcassured tlhen by disclosing the
fact of his Pasteurian treatient, saying, " It does unot
natter ; I thought somuethinug of this kind might huappen."
Thus, says the journal, " there is hcroismn also in a chloro-

form commission." With all his inflexibility of nerve as a
man of science and operator, Dr. Brunuton was gracious and
accessible even to the inquiries of a stranger, and anxious to
explain everything connected with the work of the con-
mission. "No one who lias come into contact with him,"
says the Pioneer, " can help being fascinated with the
charm of his manner and the extent of his knowledge."
Dr. 1Irunton has since written to the Briftih Medical
Jeurnal a letter in which lie modestly declares that, instead
of praise for heroisim, he rather deserves censure for "I medical
aakwardness," and explains tlhat lie did net betake himiiself
te Pasteur for inoculation, but was inoelated accidentally
twci;e years ago.-N. Y. Meildical Journal.

FE, mI Nzw Yoiiî.-Tlie professional fees in New York
City are not so extravagant as they are generally believed to
he. Tie general practtiioner aerages from two to live
dollars per visit, according to pceiîary condition of patient.
The average fee for a visit to the wealtlhy is five dollars.
The office consultation of an expert or general consultant is,
ten to twenty-five dollars for the first visit, and five to ten
for succecding ones. Tie fee for a consultation visit varies
with the reput-ation of the consultant and the ability of the
patient, fron ten to twenty-five dollars. Visits ont of town
are suailly froin ten to tweity-five dollars per hour of absence
fron home, plus the travelling expenses and regilar consuflting
fOe Of twenty-live dollars. Surgical operations are rated
according to character, time, skill, and range, fron 100 up
inîto the tioisaids. The operation fec is charged for as
extra of tiat for timîe wheni away fromi home. Night calls
arc twice the aiuiount of day services, whether ordinary or
conisulting visits. Nitwithstanding these accepted mules,
there are nlot a few' here wlio can charge imuch higler fees-
in fact, naine thelir owni price and get it. On the other liand,
there are many youiger men in the proftssion who are con-
tent to average a dollar a iead for every patient they sec,
wlietlir in their oflice or on the top floor of a six-story
teneient in the rear. This is te, although we would not
like to have it repeated.-Med. Record.
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THE CARTWRIGHT LECTURES ON
MEDICAL STATISTIOS.

VITAL AND

Delivered before 1te Alumni Association of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, New York, Nov. 14tht, 2011 and

22n, 1889.

By JOHN S. BILLING, M. D., LL. D., U. S. Army.

ARTICLE II [ABSTRACT.]T HE death-rate, or mortality, is the ratio between
quantity of life and loss of life. It refers to a
detinite unit of time, viz., one year's life of one

person, and the quantity of life is the sum of the tine
lived by each of the population expressed in years.
Two persons living six months each, or twelve persons
living one ionth cach, have one year of life. If the
population is assuimed to be stationary-tbat is, one
in which the births and deaths, and the emigration
and immigration, are exactly equal to each other and
similarly distributed throughout the year-then the
number of the population multiplied into the tine

[MARCH, 1890.]


