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" son of Ea, “by whose spells the slck are restmed ” and of the Goddess
Gula, the Queen of Physicians, whose wxadom allewates the 1lls of
humanity.”

Similar gods with similar attributes may be traced down through the
various empires and dynasties, Babylonian, Theban, Assy rian, Median,
Pheenician and Egyptian; until under the Ptolemies the Hellenic gods
were identified with the Egyptian, after Alexander the Great of Macedon
bridged the gulf dividing Occident and Orient. And then we have
Apollo, who was amongst other attributes, god of medicine under his
name of Paan; and the original “ paans of rejoicing” were hymns
loudly chanted by the Delphian virgins after Apollo had been suffi-
ciently propitiated to overcome the pestilence. . Apollo- being possibly
too busy about; other matters, Zsculapius, his son, is the god of medi-
¢ine most usually recognized; and then, in the Homeric days, we first
hear of a goddess of health, Hygeia, daughter of Zsculapius, and so
grand-daughter of Apollo,—Hygeia, the most delightful and pleasing
personality of all those that have come down to us from the ancient
mythologies.  The conjunction of the goddess of health with, and
descent from, the gods of medicine is not without its element of flattery
to the medical profession. It is at her shrine that I propose ‘,to pay
tribute this evening.

A writer on h)glene has d1v1ded the hlstory of samtatlon mto tour
rpochs or eras:

The Hebraic epoch, or era of Dome~tlc Sa.mtatlon

The Roman epoch, or era of Municipal Qamtatmn

The Gothiec epoch, or era of National Samtatlon

The epoch or era of International bamta.tmn ;

This is in some ways a convenient ﬂlvmon .m(] ] shall mal\e uw of
it to a certain extent this evening.. B

The Hebraic Epoch, or Era of Domcslw S’amtatzon

With regard to this epoch, I shall not detain you by gomg over the
familiar ground of the wonderful set of hygienic rules and regulations
known as the Levitical Law or the Laws of Moses. They were most
perfectly adapted to the conditions of life of those to whom they were
given, and many of them are good for all times and for all environments.

Amid the wreck of the Dark Ages, what had been taught and what
little had been handed-down regarding the necessitics of hygiene to
personal health, was buried. Filth, instead of being abhorred, was
almost sanctified. The monks imitated the filthy habits of the hermits
and saints of early Christian times, and the carly Fathers commended



