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son of Ea, " by whose spells the sick are restored,'' and of the Goddess
Gula, the Queen of Physicians, " whose wisdom alleviates the ills' of
humanity."

Similar gods with similar attributes may be traced down through thé
various empires and dynasties, Babylonian, Theban. Assyrian, Median.
Phœnician and Egyptian; until under the Ptolemies the Hellenic gods
were identified with the Egyptian, after Alexander the Great of Macedon
bridged the gulf dividing Occident and Orient. And then we have
Apollo, who was amongst other attributes, god of medicine under lis
naine of Pean; and the original "poans of rejoicing" were hymns
loudly chanted by the Delphian virgins after Apollo had. been suffi-
ùiently propitiated to overcome the pestilence. . Apollo being possibly
too busy about other matters, Zsculapius, his son, is the god of medi-
eine most usually recognized; and then, in the Hoieric days, we first
hear of a goddess of health, Hygeia, daughter of Zsculapius, and so
grand-daughter of Apollo,-Hygeia, the most delightful and pleasing
personality of all those that have come down to us from the ancient
mythologies. The conjunction of the goddess of health with, and
descent from, the gods of medicine is not without its element of flattery
to the medical profession. It is at her shrine that I propose to pay
iribute this evening

A writer on hygiene has divided the history of sanitation into. four
epochs or eras:

The Iebraic epoch, or era of Domestic Sanitation.
The Roman epoch, or cra of Municipal Sanitation

The Gothic epoch, or era of National Sanitation.
The epoch or era o£ International Sanitation.
This is in sonie wavs a convenient division, and I shall make use of

it to a certain extent this evening..

The Hebraic Epoch, or Era of Donestic Sanilation.

With regard to this epoch, I shall not detain you by going over the
familiar ground of the wonderful set of hygienic rules and regulations
known as the Levitical Law or the Laws of Moses. They were most

perfectly adapted to the conditions of life of those to whoni they were
given, and many of then are good for all times and for all environments.

Anid the wreck of the Dark Ages, what had been taught and what
little had been handed -down regarding the necessities of hygiene to
personal health, vas buried. Filth, instead of being abhorred, was
alinost sanctified. The nionks imitated the filthy habits of the hermiis
and saints of early Christian times, and the early Fathers commended
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