COX—THE ‘\lODER\’ BULLE'I‘ L9-
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ile rule, and it would scem th.lt iho modcrn bullet was madc atn(,tl_‘, '
according to it. : '

They are cylinders 1} inches in length, ft oi an mch in dmnete T, and
weigh about 20 grams, or a litile over an ounce. They consisi of a
lead core, hardened with 2 per cent. antimony and’ of a shell 'made of
80 per cent. copper, and 20 per cent. nickel. The tips of these bullels
are.rounded off even to the extent of being quite pointed.  So we have
along slim heavy bullet travelling with great velocity and revolving on
its long axis. These are bullets of high veloeity.

" But we have another class of modern bullet. These are the missles
from ireapons of low velocity as the Remington and Springficld rifies
and the revolver. These need no description, as they are known to us
.all more or less, but their effects must be noted, as it is wounds from
‘these we will meet in civil practice. So much has been said of explo-
sive bullets thai perhaps a word concerning them would be of interest.
Sir Frederick Treves says, “There is no such ihing, but there may be

expansile bullets which are simply the ordimary rifle bullet with its

nickel coat either siripped off or split, which when it strikes bends back

and the soft lead is exposed. The soft nosed bu]lct. is a soft lead bullet
with no metal coat on tip.” : )

The bullets used by sportsmen for big game are hollow nowd
Mauser bullets and produce wounds of terrible character. They nny.
have a nose of soft lead or the sheath split. ,

Ffects. —Havmg glanced at the bullet, e .can now proceed io thel
effects on the individual so unfortunate as to encounter one., A "ood‘
example of the penectrating power is 'seen in the case of a soldier
wounded in the assault on Spion Kop. A Mauser bullet passed throu«h
the centre of aiLee-Metford cartridge in his belt, and hardly bent it,
and left the cordite perfectly intact, it then went through his abdomen
and out through the buttock and, as usnally happens, produced no symp-
toms. One can hardly believe that a hullet, at as long a range as this
must have been, would have struck a smooth round cylinder of brass
like a cartridge, and have gone straight through without exploding the
cordite and then through the man, to say nothing of its producing no
effects. But this case is reported by no less an authority than Sir
Frederick Treves, so we can fecl confident that one eflect of the modeml
bullet is a perforatory if not a penetrating wound.

We of the class of 02 have been told that “gunshot wounds are cov v
tused, lacerated, punctured wounds,” damaging the tissues beyondh..
where actually struck and in many instances failing to break the skin \
but producing extensive damage to the subcutaneous tissues ; and that
they being dirty, carried bacteria of all kinds as well as bits of clothing



