
IIPOn 1Iis Priests thaï, UPOU the "-est of the filithful 1The priest
nîay be a sinnier and entirely unworthy of greater f:Lvors, stili ho
is îniveeted with august powers, foi- t hln is given the nîost, stît-
pendons power that bas ever beemi given to mani, to perpettuale on,
earth the Sacrifice of Calvary, to offer nip again the Redeenier as
a holocaust to lus [Ieaveuly Father. Thie Angels tremble berore
flic Divine Majesty, and are scarce pure cnongh to appeatr ini f-lisý
prescuce, wvhile Christ stîffers lus priests to take in their bands
lis very lesh glorified in its state of resurrection aud imnnortal-
ity. '' To be chosen ont f roin thec hosuî iipople, to be partakers
of the priestmood of the incarnate Son1, of lis character and of'

is powers, to be the visible wvitniesses of 1-is mind and of flis
perfections, to be set to mnakze others perfect, to be con»,ecrated to,
offer Christ continually as the victini for the sins of the worki
arc some of the privileges of the pricst, und wvhat, greatter privil-
eges than these eaui mai) attain.

But apart, fromn the fact that the priests of the Catholie Churcli
are to be looked up.on as the ret resetat.tives of Christ upomi e:irth,
have their lives and wvorks in ',lbe past beeui sncb as to demnand our
respect and reverence? Let us but look into thc 'hitory of the
past, and there we shall find an answcer. Wben we enter upon a
stu(iy of the pricsts of the Church of Christ, what glorions :uriny
of brave and self-sacrifucing( mnen risc before oui' vision!1 At their
hiead niari-e the Aposties, to be succeeded century after century
by hosts of (levoted and zealous mien, iwho had no other desire
than thc glory of God and the sanctification of those for whlom

is Son) chose to die. Decked with the thorny crown of
poverty, laden wvith the chains of hioiy obedieuce, and heariugy ii

their bauds the lily of chastit.y tbey bave suffered innumnerable
privation-; and persecuitions for the love of their Divimie Mazster
and their feilow-man. Ail tic inugenuity thai hatred suggests,
and ail those dinbolical ineans at wiich huinanity shudders have
at, ail tirnes been uscd to innke thern swverve fromn their duties and
to estrancge fro:n themi the hearts of mcen. Individual tyra.uts,
civil gYovcrincnts, and fanatical nations have cuîployed ail niens
which malice could devise to crush and obliterate their hioly ili-

fluence upon maukind. But with a superuatuxal fortitude have
these victims of derision withstood ail opposition, thereby prov-
ing that a stili higier power bore themn up. O'vcrcomc by this
spectacle have their enemiies, time and again, beeu convertcd to


