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feront stato of things. Practical scionce and useful inven- a[fvrcnt influence in shaping the tastes of children. In the
tions havo taken the prominent place. For us tho steam j solection of books for our schools this principle had been
engino has wrought its wonders. The printing press has | kept in view. It was sought to have them, even on the out-
givon us tho intellectual wealth of all the ages that have | side, neat and inviting. They are well printed on good
preceded. (o who can read has all science at his command. | paper, and bound in a superior style,—~wherever there is an
The learning of Greoce and Rome are his. Plato thought | illustration, it is chaste, appropriate, and in the highest style
and Cicero declaimed for him. If in our day & man cannot | of the engraver'’s art. In the published plans for school-
read, from what & boundless field of enjoyment is he shut | houses the same principle had been insisted on, as far as
out. What must it be to have the consciousness that to us | possible, regard being had to the limited means of most of
the fountains of knowledgo arve sealed? As the power to | our country scctions, and the state of educational sentiment
read, and read understandingly, is more and more generally | at the time of their publication, It is bard to convince somo
acquired, tho influence of the practieal will extend. ‘The ! peoplo that anything approaching to ornament is requisite
discipline of the mind. which is so frequently heard of, and | in a school-house. 1o had once been asked at a public
so much insisted upon, comes under the head of the practical. | meeting in a certain place where he had urged the erection
The more robust only of our powers are subjected to | of & new school-house, © Well, Mr. Rand, can wo be allowed
discipline. Tho study of the practical sciences may afford | public money for our school if we don’t put the cornice on
discipline. But to the classics must we look for the cultiva- | the building?”  But, notwithstanding this, he belisved that
tion of the finer susceptibilities of the mind. From them wo | most of the people are willing to go the extent of their means
must seek the elegance and the charm. In the study of them | in decorating and beautifying the place where their children
culture and discipline blend inone. In the cultivation of | are to roceive their carly training ; and it was in contempla-
the ideal part of the mind, the practical reccives strength. | tion tJ issue a new series of school-house plans, embodying
DMilton was no worse a statesman for being the best of poets | this view moro fully than those ali ..dy,.published.

and the finest of classics. Cromwell was not a poet, yetin
his Commonwealth and in himself there was much of the
true ideal. The same truth is exemplified in the case of | & SECOND DAY.—FORENOON.

Bacon, Hpmboldt,. Guizot, Gladstone and & host of others, After the disposal of some preliminary business, it was
Science with the light of the ideal shining upon it, is like moved by Mr. Merrisn that the association petition the

the universe bathed in the light of heaven. Material laws Legisiat hanee th £ the school
are transfigured by spiritual vision. So to train the mind of | cgislature to change the commencement of the school yoar

youth that habits of usefulness may be combined with ele- | from November 1st to August 1st, and to enact that the
vated thought, energy in the affairs of life with love of the | month of July he given as vacation in a!l tho public schools.
heautiful and the good, is the business and should be the aim | The Summer Term to begin August 1st and end at Christ-
of every cducationist. The ideal should lead upwards to its mas; the Winter Term to begin January 20d and end June

proper climax, the spiritual. To aspire to the pure and the .
lioly, to hold communion with the centre and source of all | S0th.  Against the present arrangement Mr. Meriism

good, is the highest aim of which man is capable. Without | urged—

this all discipline and culture fall short of their true design. | 1. That owing to the new school year commencing im-

Flower and fruitage are disjoined; the porch is entered, but | mediately on the closing of the old, many of the sections

the great inner temple remains unopened. necessarily lose a good deal of the first term before obtaining
On tho close of Dr. LyavLr’s address, of which the above is | teachers and making other arrangements for opening school.

but avery meagre and imper.fect outline, the President m:u.le ff;ﬁog’)’fﬁgsg,],’dhff ‘:,‘;;ﬂ';dc’a;v?,‘,',{g t%l: ob;g:;?zz ?)f n:ﬁgtl;el;e{’

somo very just aud appropriate remarksin reference to it | which would be ample to get all in readiness for opening

Other members of the Association followed. Mr. H16GINS | their school with the first day of the school-year.

spoke of the evil which ensues where a teacher is content to | 2. That the present vacations, coming at seed-time, har

travel each successive day over the same heaten path, and | Yost, and Christmas, break up the terms very much, and

. . A , interfere seriously with the efliciency of the schools. The
of the beneficial results which would follow if teachers were change proposed would give all the vacations befween the

to keep cogstantly in view an ideal of the teacher’s work, | torms,

cndeavouring every day, in the discharge of their duty, to] 8, At present the public examinations of the schools at
rise higher and higber in skill and efliciency. He nlso | the end of each term are not followed by a vacation. This
alluded to tho slovenly manner in which some of our schools | 13 CORtrary to the usage of the higher seminaries of learning
are conducted— the untidiness and lack of the tasteful in | i1 this and other countries. The proposed change would
the dress and appearsnco of pupils; all of which might be 4. )'.T.‘he 1,a]f.§’&q,1y )e'_mm'maﬁons of Teachers as at pre-
easily remedied if teachers would aim to carry out in prac- | sent held, eall such teachess as desire to obtain a higher class
tice the principles enunciated in the lecture which the; | away from their work, and compel them to close their
had just heard. Mr. RAND testificd to the great pleasure ( 5¢hools in order to attend. Under tho proposed arrange-
and delight with which all had listened to the calm, chaste, meg;gxi:'de:f mém:’t%’:;mgm bo held during the vacations,
and philosophical paper read by Dr. Lyart. A very wide 5. The School Commissioners are now compelled to hold
practical application might bo made of the principles so well | their semi-annual mectings at very inconvenient #imes, when
and logically established. There are many ways in which | the travelling is at its worst, and in the case of the May
teachers may develop the ideal in the minds of their pupils, | M¢eting, at a very busy season of the year. .

To impart knowledge is not the whole business, nor s jt | L1iS Proposition was taken up and very fully discussed
the whole result of teaching. The teacher commnnicates by the membe}*s of the Association. Inreplyto arguments
%mself, in and through the subjects with which he deals. His , ftated above, it was urged by several speakt‘:rs that the pro-
tastes and whole mental character are in a great degree posal, while removing some evils, would introduce others

stamped on the minds of his pupils. Hence tho importance | TOTC Serous.

i < 1o . 1. It would cause a great deal of confusion and disor-
of the teacher having not only high literary and professional ganization which is at present avoided. Very many of the

qualifications, but also 2 fine appreciation of the pure and | larger pupils who attend in winter leave for other ¢mploy-
the beautiful in nature aud in human conduct. | ment about the first of May. These resume their attendanco

He (Mr.R.) fully agreed with all that had been advanced { on school about the first of November., Most of the schools
as to the importance of acsthetic culture. It might, perhaps, | have, during the summer, a wholly differcni class of pupils
be » rather gross application.of the principles so ably elabo- | from those they have during the winter. The present ar-
rated in their hearing to refer, in connexion with them, to | rangement of terms meets this difficulty admirably. The other
such & matter as the external appearance of school-houses, l would give a teacher one set of pupils to open his school
furniture, books, grounds, &c., yet he felt that the importance | with for the term, and an entirely different set at the close.
of this point can?mrdly bo over-estimated. Every ono who{ 2. It would bring the summer vacation at a tune when
has studied the matter would admit that surroundings have l there is usually least need of it. The attendance of children
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