
GOD'S FEELINGS TOWAiRDS ISRAEL.14

Jlosea. exercised lis proplietic office in the second haif of
the eighth century before Christ. This was a great age.
Greece wvas beginning to rise into consciousness and to
number lier years. Romulus xvas rocking the cradie of the
city of the Seven His, destilned for a time to become the
inistress of the wvorld. It was the beginning of great nations on
the bankls of the Tigris and Euplirates. It xvas also a tîmne of
literary activity. Amos, Joci, Hosea, Isaiali, .Zechariah, Micali
preached and wrote. The deeds of the mighty were record-
cd in libraries of brick anid s-tone which we are now reading.
Thcy also translated the writings of the great Hamitic race,
froin which Abraham liad been called a thousand years be-
fore. It was the time of Samaria's greatest glory and deep-
est shaine. Hosea began his work of prophesying in the
closing years of the reign of Jeroboam Il., fourtli King of
the ili-fated honse of Jehu. During the reign of this king
the Nortliern Kingadoin lad acquired great wealtli and great
fame, and a, war-hike spirit had been developed. We are noV
so certain as to the time Hosea ceased to propliecy. Some
sunpose (Sayce and others) lie continued to the close of the
Kingdom, 72,2 B. C.; otliers, tliat lie ceased in the time of

Menaliern. H1e was indeed the propliet of Vhe decline and
faîl of the Kingdom. of Israel; this much is sure froin a,
gl-ance at lis book. We are also assured from reading lis
book that Hosea ivas a member of the Nortliern Kingdom.
(IV is wortliy of note that lie is the only propliet of that
kingdom wlio lias left any «%vritten prophecy.) The sympathy
expressed for Vhe Israelites, "the intimate knowiedge of
tlieir circumstances, the topographical and historical allu-
sions poil--': uninistakably Vo one bred and born in tlie nortli."
11e is a Northerner in heart and lis Nvhole soul yearnis for
lis native country. With the Divine insiglit of a prophet
lie lookis to the very depths of tlie lieart of lis country and
secs that notwitlstandingc ail the weaith and prosperity of
tlie mile of Jeroboarn tliat it is in a state of corruption,
wvhichi can only end in dissolution. H1e sawv that immorality
in higli places, associated with faiseness in religion and a
wrong foreign poIicy, -%vas spcedily wvorking national muin.
Wîen Jeroboam died and his strong liand wvas rernoved from
state affiairs things becaine worse. In the words of Farrar,
"1Ringr succ3-.eded king, and dynasty, dynasty witli horrible
rapidity. As in the days of the ]3arrack-Einperors of falling
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