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- great influence, and his conversion may be said to mean more than the
conversion of ten thousand ordinary men ; and so we may say that we
made ten thousand converts.”

Who this very influential convert is we know not ; bat it is very plain
hiow these delegates construed the presence and reception of every form of
religion as not only an acknowledgment of its truthfulness, but a tribute to
itsworth. So astothe papacy. Cardinal Gibbons aflirms that the fact of
his being asked to make the opening prayer was ‘‘ not only a high compli-
ment, but a circumstance of the deepest significance, a virtual acknowledg-
ment that the Catholic Church is the rightful and supreme exponent and
teacher of Christian truth.”

In the Japan Weekly Mail appeared Mr. Nakanishi Gyure's reflections
upon the *“ Influence of the World's Religious Congress.™  We have seen
nothing that more clearly shows the mischicvous influence of this Parlia.
ment. He says:

“ Par-sighted men from ancient times have longed for and looked for
the day when ail forms of relizion should be united under the name Re-
ligion, and thus bring in peace for all mankind. This longing has at last
begun its realization in the World's Congress of Religions. . . . The in-
crease of free thought has compelled religious believers to sce that all re-
ligions contain more or less truth, and that the comparative study of
religions should be advanced. Hence the World’s Congress.  The results
for Buddhism and Christianity Lave been the discovery that at their souree
all religions are one.  As far as Buddhism is concerned there are these
cheering facts. Ilitherto, as studied in the West, Buddhism has leen
much distorted. The works of Oldenburg, Burnouf, Max Miller, and
Rhys Davies treat only of the Hineyana, or Southern Buddhism. But in
the Chicago Conference the Makayana, or Northern Buddhism, was first
explained to the world. It must have Lroken down many prejudices. The
people of the West learned that Buddhism is not necessarily pessimism,
atheism, merc philosophical speculation, or an obstacle to progress. It
became also clear there that Buddhisin may contain all other religions ; that
its profound theories do not conilict with science and philosophy.  Yet, while
at Chicage there was no fault found with Buddhist principles, many prac-
tical defects in the working of the faith were pointed out. This may be
because, in the past, religious influences in Japau, in China, and in other
Buddhist countries were not favorable. The trouble rests with faithles
priests, not with the religion's principles. In the great Congress there was
sympathy for the Eastern religion, and even some antagonism to Chris-
tianity. Mr. Joscph Cook failed in his attempted opposition to the Easti.
This failure arose from the fact that the andiences were largely composed
of free-minded men, and that Christians made assanlts upon the Eastern
faiths, Indced, Christianily gained little and lost much in the World's
Congress. On the religious world generally the effects of the Congress
were as follows: It manifested the power of religion to the non-religious.
It opened ways of intercommunication between uil religions. It showed
to the world much religions worth hitherto unknown in civilized lands. It
was instrumental in breaking through the obstinate isolation of sects. It
pointed ont the religious tendency of the nincteenth century. It took away
from proud Christianity its religious sovereignty, compelling Christianity
to share this sovercignty with others. It laid tle foundations for a future



