Wemoirs of a Cadel.

that we were able to leave Berhampore, as
we were detained hy the commanding officer
of the station to perform the local dnties, in
wnsequence ot the pauctity of officers, until
nearrival of 2 new corps finally relieved us.

We commenced our voyage under the
anspices of a fine easterly wind, which car-
red us rapidly up the Bhagritty.* On the
ied evening we entered the mighty Gan-
ees, which appeared like an ocean rolling its
waves along. We came to or the night a
fzw miles beyond the village of Sootee,where
wefound two budgerows with their attend-
ant boats already mweored. Oa inquiry, we
acertained that they were tenanted by a
jarty of officers proceeding to Agra, my pro-
mised land,

Introductions are speedily effected in India
—especially in the army.  Milden and I sent
mescage with our cardsto Captain Mor-
ad and his brother, a young lieutenant,
uporting that we should he happy to wait
athem in their boat, i perfectly agreeable
sthem. A polite answer came, that they
lould be glad to see us: we accordingly
-ntand introduced ourselvesto the captain
- wlhisbrother. The captain then perform-
ithe same ceremony belween us and a third
atleman, who was in their company.-~
his was & Licutenant Lake. Such wasmy
dmeeting with these officers, with whom
became consequently on terms of great in-
wacy. Captain Morland was the officer
lse return from England had been await-
by the native servant Seurage, as for-
Jly mentioned. This man was with him,
4recognizing me, came to make his sa-
.

Our voyage on the Ganges was one of pe-
Jar interest. There is a remarkable fea-
w which attacles to that river throughout
_whole course, from its entrance into the
Jnsto the sea ; one of its banks iz invari-
3 high, while the other isa mere low
wdy plain, extending for some miles inland
shen the low bank becomeselevated, wheh
generally does abruptly, the opposite one
nrably as suddenly falls, so that during
.rany season the river has always suffi-
“Aspace for expansion erther tothe right
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or leftalong the lowerline of country. This
would be a complete safety valve, asit were,
for the protection of the towns and villages
on the higher bank, were the latter composed
of hard and durable material ; but thisis not
the case, the =oil is sandy, and consequently,
when the current is strong during the flood
season, the bauks become rapidly undermi-
ned,-and lntge masses fall continuaily into
the water witha great noise. This causes,
in a very few years, a material change in the
course of the river, and particalarly atlects
fanded property. In a single season large
estates become completely embedded, and
new ones crealed {rom fresh deposits of allu-
vion. The Ganges, during the rains, is so
muddy, that Major Rennell says--“ The
quantity of sand held in suspension by its
waters is £0 great, thatin the year 1794, one
of the mouths of the Bhagerutiee, ‘(Ganges)’
at Sadigunge, full five miles in length, was
in the course of a weck filled up very nearly
to a level with the contiguous couuntry, al-
though it must have contained about nine
hundred millions solid feet. In the neigh-
bourhood of Colgong, where the depth of the
river is in many places upwards of seventy
feet, new iclands have risen to more than
twenty feet above the level of the stream.--
At about two hundred and forty miles from
the sea by the river, there is a vaviation in
its height of” thirty-one feet at different sea-
sons.”

This is immense, when we consider the
amaziug increase in the breadth of water for
each foot of elevation in so level a country.

1 have thought it advisable to give the above
sketch of the Ganges, as it may render the
narrative of my jourpey along its devious -
course more intelligle.

About noon on the second day alier our
departure, we discovered rightahead a large
fleet of boats, like our own, proceeding up-
wards. These contained detachments of
European soldiers, with their officers, who
were enr route to join their various regiments
stationed in the interior. As their vessela
were for the most part much heavier sailers
than onre, we rapidly gained upon them, and
had nearly closed in with the rear, when our
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*The first stream that leaves the main river to find its own way to the Bay of Bengal. This
uch, though a comparative rivulet, carries away with it all the holiness from the native Gunga
e, efter this separation, is by tho natives called Pudds.



