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: PLEDGE.--WVe, the undersigned, do agree, that woe will not use Intoxicating Liguiors as a Boverage, nor
' Traffic In thems l’hm we will ':;not ﬁrovld% uxém ag¢ an article of Entertalnment, nox for eréom in ol\lu: Eame
Ploymeat; and that in all suitable ways we will discountenance their use thronughout the Commuaity.
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. STEPS TO RUIN. on Her own.  And, still more awful thought! not one.of all
’ these Pariahs of society but has an immortal soul, (o save
A BY MRS. JANE C. CAMPDELL, ‘| which, the Son of God left his glory, and agonised upon. the
Of all the we and want, and wretchedness, which awaken | eross! . L

our compassion ; of all the scenes of misery which call so| James grew up a warm-hearted boy, and among his young
loudly for sympathy ; there is aone that so harrows up the ! companions he was a universal favorite. . ““Jim Boynton 15
feelings as the drunkard’s home ! Look at him who began Itoo good-natured to sefuse doing anything we ask,? saud
life-with the love of friends, the admuration of society, the | Ned Granger one day toa schoalfellow who feared that
prospect of extensive usefulness, look at him in after years,' James would not join a party of rather douhtiul character,
when he has learned to love the draught, which we shudder which was forming for what they called a fratic.  Andl this |
while we say it, reduces him to the level of the was the truth, Heze lay the secret of Boynton’s weakness |
brate, Whete is now his usefulness 2 where the admitation, —he was oo good natured : for this vety desirable and tiuly
whete:the love that once were his? Love! none but the amiable quality, unless united with firmness of character, is
lowss of 2 wife or a child can cling to hun in hisdegradation. often productive of evil.—But we pass over. his boyish hie,
Look at the woman who, when she repeated ¢ for better for anil look at kkim in early manhood. . e
worse,?? would have shrunk with tetror.had the. faintest sha~!  He has a fine figure, with a handsome, intelligent couns
dow of the <worse fallen upon her young heart.  Is this tenance, and his manners have received their tone and polish
she who, on her bridal day, was adorned with such neatness from the free intercourse in refined circles. He passed his
and taste 7 Ah, me, what 3 sad change! And the chil- college examination with credit to himseif; but, from sheer
dren for whom be thanked God at theirbisth ; the little ones indecision of character, hesitated in choosing a profassion.
of whom he kLad been so prond, whom he dandled on his At one time, an uncle, who resided at the sonth, was abont
knee, and taught to lisp the endearing name of his father— retiring from mercantile life, and he proposed a wish ahat
see them trembling belore him, and endeavoring to escape James should go with him as junior partner, while he would
his violence. Look at the empty basket, and the full bottle; remain for a year or two to give his nephew the benefit of
the natural wants of the hody denied to satisfy the unnatural his experience. The business was a Jucrative one, any the
craving of a depraved appetite, : proposal was accepted.

Oh.God,-have pity on the drunkard’s home ! James left his home at the north, and went to {5y his for-
We loo' have 2 tale to fell, which, it pains usto acknow- tunes amid new scenes and new temptations. His uncle
leilge,-coatains more truth than fictien. !received him warmly, for the old man had no children of

cTamee Bov i his own, and James was his geed-child. His uncle’s posi-
hrg\?g‘easndmg:;::; xgihé?c‘:g: t “l{:sr_n %‘;;,":Stog:ma:f;: n;{;, tion in society, and his own frank and gentlemanly demean-
fiiends gathered around her to look at her pretty babe.—'°'!' won h:m‘rea‘dy access to the hospitality of southern
Carefully was he teaded, and all his infantile winning ways| friends, and it was h"‘” ‘{°"'D’ beforelhe fell 1n g"ﬁ with a
weré {reasured as so many proofs of his powers of endea- | Pretty orphan gitl, whom he frequently met at the house o
~ s commen sctaitiane: That g gl was ool

““In wisdony has the Almighty hidden the deep secrets off R0 demeritt * > an
foturity 'gorr::' mortal kenfn P"Wl);el? the mother ﬁ?st folds her | they were large, bad choked the avenues to the old man’s
infant to her heart, could she look through the long vista of | heart, 3[“‘1, the young people were made happy by hisappro.
zears, and see the suffering, the sin, the shame, which may | val of their union. — . yoon
e the: pottion of hier child, would she not ask God in-mercy| °Aftera visit to his friends in the north, James returned
to'take the infant to Himself 2 \Vonld she not unrepiningly, | with his bride; .ana in 2 modern house, furnished with lux.
nay, thankfully bear alt the agong of seeing her little one, | ury, the happy pair began their wedded hfe. And, aow,
With straightened limbs, and folded hands, and shrouded | who sodlest as Boynton? Tpree ears pass away, and two
form, carried from her bosom to its baby grave?  And yet,| children make their home still brighter. Does no one see
7o one of all the thousands who are steeped in wickedness| the claud, ¢ not bigger than a man’s hand,"’ upon the verge
and crime, but a mother’s heart has giaddened when the | of the moral horizon? . o ; Co
50ft eye fitst looked into hers, and the soft cheek first nestled]  Boynton’s dislike to saying ¢ no,?” wheh asked {o join.a
. . ) O




