e o e i e et

I

i
i
i

fas

trifiing 1o be nuticed or checked. If it were any thing great
&t would be worth the while, bat the thought is, that there
is no danger yel, that there wiil be none forﬁ!ong,
ger there is; itis the deginning of a course of what is wrong,
and ¢ fearful may be the after deviations.?

White this is true o1 all sin, how especially trae is it of
the su1 of drunkenness? Had Dr. Hamilion been writing of
1t alone, he could uot have employed terms wore to the
point. How common is it for persons to say, fthere is no
danger.” The fact of their sayang s0 is a proof of danger.

, There 19 a ¢wrong direction® given to the thought and

feehing, when any cne chenishes the idea thet he can partake
of intoxrcaung dnuks; and be safe.  This 1dea pats him off
hus guard, and he 1s 10 che exact circumstanees tu go on with
their use till he becomes thaii victin.  This is the point at
which we would begin.  We would wish tu impress all with
the convicuon that they are in danger, that they cannot tell
to what a feaifui extent they may go. Could we get all
impressed with this conviction, tie object at which we sim
would'be, 1n 2 great measure gained ; fur heing furewarned
they would be forearmed, and every one who had a regarqd
to his own welfare, feeling that there was danger in pariak-
ing at all, would totally abstain.  To this first wrong direc-
tion of thought and fecling, in regard to intoxicating drinks,
is to be traced the great prevaleace of intemperance. From
the first dawnings of intelligence, the chuld has presented to
him every thing caleulated to give this wrong ditection to
his thought and feeling, and as he grows up, he is still farther
led on in the same direction. He 15 taught to regard the
use of such drinks as not only safe, but advantageous and

desirable ; and wav can wender if, with such views and,

* feclings, when he goes forth into the world his own mas-

- a8s many might regard it, removes every thing like a barrier| sands are on their way te it.

But dan-,

mo:e freely than ever he did long ego; but there is no per-
ceptible difference between the present year and the past, ar
the present mouth aud the preceding, and there is scarcely
any between the last, and the one before it—so gradual, in
truth, has been the progress, w.at 1t was scarcel'{ discernible
and could only be fully known by a contrast between the

{ condition now, aud what 1t was a'considerable time previous,
i but that 15 n test not appied. All, he concludes, must be
{safe. *Soon, however, ho feels an unnatural vibration,’
i there 13 a tremulous movement in his frame, a restlessness

in s feeng. Something is wanting, he cannot tell what,
for he cannot think 1t s the diink, but to it he betakes him-
sclf, and now his course israpid. To it again and again e
goes. QOunwarnis aad onwards he is borne vesistlessly

15 Where he ghded, he now whirls, along.? Many notice it
I now, but he himself seems to be in a gieat measure aacon-

scious, or rather, e ouglit to say, Le feels he is wrong, but

fhas not yet fully discovered how or where. At last ¢ the

truth seizes hun, he 1s sweeping a whirlpool.  Lonyg since,

I he has entered the verge of a maclstrom, and he is now the
i sport of its gyrations.?
i feels himself helpless.
i hie 15 the uembling, uaresisting prey.

1 he is drawn into the suck of the vortex.?
rand he shudders at if. He 15 a drunkard, and a drunkani’s

With the discovery of bis danger he
¢ No power is left his helm or mast,

He sees the end,

coom is before him. He is hurried on, knowing now that
he is s0. ¢ Nol only the circle lessens, the very surface

only can he not tesist the suck of the vortex, bat his own
tendency is towards the fearful cauldcon. ¢ The central

He hears the roar, |

Not !

‘slopes;’ not only i< there a power drawing him onwards,
[ hut he himselt sinks farther down toward the abyss.

funnel and abyss, dark-heaving, smooth, vitreous, yawns.” \

) ; R .
P 3 ! The mariner sees it, and fecling that he must be engulphed
“:,rf hl‘:cizou:,d "entcirl o -‘tl!ed use ;r llhcse d‘rmLS, if he has: in its walers, shrieks wildly at the terrible fate that is before
o ﬂd e 10 U am,h . o!‘n y the customs of socie y,, him. < The skiff is swallowed up, where the waters only
5.10311 e ¢ u,se them till he inconsciously becnmeslsepamte 1o close, where the outermost attraction was but
their victim? - Alas! how often has such & case been rea-| the minister to th’e famine of this devouring maw.”

hsed.. e Ah ! what a termination to the voyage of life! The heast

This first wrong direction of thought and feeling, minute bleeds to think it has been that of millions. Tens of taou-
: They are within the whirl,
to the use of the drink ; ratler, we ought to say, it encou-|they are cigse npon the central funnel, they are rushing on
rages the employment of it. Beginaing, or prosecnting the! with tremendous rapidity, they are sliding down the sloping
voyage of life, ¢ the voyager,” by this wrong direction of{side. Can nothing be done to save them 2 Shall hundreds
thought and feeling, is enteting on the use of intoxicating on hundreds, and thousands on thousands, be devoured in
drinks, ¢ enters & current which seews propitions, there is|that terrible abyss? Who cries not for their rescue 7 Who
no apparent diversion from his course, his barlk speeds well, | is not willing to attempt it, at almost any sactifice? Can

his oar does not toil, nor his sail strain. In his confi-|they be deliversd? Some of them may. O if it were only
; dence all promises success.” Life goes mernly on. Around|one—just one—that were worth ali efort, and all self-denial.

bim social companions gather, and encourage him in his| Can one be saved? Ves, many have already been saved.—

rogress. Business, he thinks, so far from being hindered, ' A band of men and women have twited togetker, in depen-
1s greatly helpad by it. It appears to aid him in his coutse | dence on the help of God, to use their efforts for their rescue,
onwarcs, and not only 1o make his own life more chzerful,iand they have been blessed.  Whth perfect safety to them-
comfortable, and happy, but to render him more agreeable to' selvos they have seen those even who were almost at the
others. Success seems wonderfully associated with it, owing ' very last whirl, who were almost uttering the last shriek—
to the customs so prevalent in society. In high hope, he feels! they have scen these rescued; and those thus rescued ll;ave
Theys have

contident all is right, and that prosperity is sure. Something !

calis him to examination. It may be, some one of wiiom
he could never hare thought it, has been discovered by him
to have a liking for strong drinks. It cannot he that he him-
self can come to such a condition, No, ¢ while he examines
scarcely does it seem that he has advanced? in any love for
drink. He resoives to keep a watch, and the result is, that
¢much, again and again, reminds him of what he hae noticed
just bafore.?  Stili he discovers ¢ a strange familiarity? with
these things. He canuct account for ity but he moves on-
wards es he did. He feels sure that he is safe and that alt

. gues well. ¢ Still carrent flaws into current; vhile onward

. and buoyant is his track.” Many speak of him as a prospe-!ing others.
rous man, and a hospitahle, happy, agreeable companion, and/
cheei him in his course. A few, howevery begin to fear!self-denying principles of the gospel—as they would nol

 ———

joined, with all their heart, to vescue others.
hronght them without the very. outermost cirele, and have
been the means of keeping them there ; #nd in order to do

this, they have kept withont that citcle themselves, They |
feel, however, that so long as encouragement is afforded by .

the kind, the benevolent, the respectable, and the Christian,

to go within the influence of the vortex, and countenance |

given, for a certain length, to those who do enter ; and that
<0 long as these refuse to join those who seck their tescue,
few can be delivered. They urge these, white yet they
have themseives the power, fo come wuthout that circle—
for they are wilhin it—to do so, and lend their aid in rescu-

welfare of their fellow-men—as they would carry out the

”"

Thev urge them to this, as they regard the

that he is in the vortex of dissipation. To himself it does!hring upon themselves their orother’s blood ; nay, they te ;
8ot seem 0. He might indeed find, that now he partakesllhcm that 50 long as they thomselves are withir. the whlrl,‘
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