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the background of the clouds.  But be-
neath your strects, and around yourpalaces,
within the saloous of your aristocracy,and
the empornums of your comiucree ; uy,
and around and within thc lancs, and, as
1t were, inhabited ravines, of your ancient
and honourable city, there circulates a fluid
pressed forward to every quarter by are-
sistless vis @ fergo.  That fluid is not
hight—Dbut itis the material, it is the food
of light; and, just as darkness is about to
commingle and swallow all things, at the
movement of a single stop, and the appli-
cation of atiny taper, your city flashes
into hght and splendour—night again
flies away, and day resumics its empire. It
isjust so with Ireland. “Our night is
dreary, and dark our way.” Butthela-
boratory of cducation, and cspecially the
education in the Trish tongue, is working
beneath the surface.  The retorts are
charged, the purification is advancing,
the pipes arclaid, the pressure is applied,
the fluid is circulated, though as yet it s
not light ; but just in the moment when
darkness thickens—we call on you for a
few lamplighters with tapers to touch the
gas. The Earse of your own High-
lands is so nearly akin to the Gcalig of
Ircland, that a few months would enable
many of your preachers to proclaim the
gospel to our countrymen. Find them
and send them, we will receive them and
aid them, and Ircland may yet resuiie ha
carly title, and become, uot in name, but in
reality, an “ island of Sains.”  The
Church of Scodand having ihaday ie-
sumed ber maternal care of Iidiand, we
look forward with hope to the day whea
she will sitas a venerated_matron amongst
her many children.  Onc of the late voy-
agers to the Nurth, remarks, that to what-
ever land his vessel saled, whatever bay
or inlet he explored, he everywhere found
a Scotchman; and he wittily adds—* If
we be fortunate enoughto reach the Pole, I
make httle doubt we shall find a Scotch-
man astride upon the axle.” It is Scot-
land’s lughest honour, that her parochial
schools and her leamced universitics, quali-
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fy her sons for every office of honourable
employment ; scnd them out sometimes as
adventurers in the Jottery of life; but
bring them home again to their native
hills the improvas of other lands, and the
benefactors oftheir own.,  And I trust the
day is coming, when, whereverthe Scots-
man is found, whether at the Pole or the
Equator, the Church of Scotland will be
found planted beside him. 1 trust wher-
ever a Scotsman is found, he will carry
the Church of Scotland in his heart, will
bear her up in his petitions at the T'lirone
of Grace, and pray fof her peace and
prosperity.  And I trust the day iscom-
ing, when, wherever Scotsmen are found,
theve the Church of Scotland will spread
her mantle over her sons, lay upon them
the bonds of her lhallowed discipline,
while she opens to them the bosom of a
mother’s affection, and extends to them the
hand of a mother’s care. I feel bound,
Sir, t0 apclogize to this venerable Assem-
Lly for the length of their time Ihave oc-
cupied or wasted.  May Ibe borne with
for a few closing words? Some of our
fathers, more observant than we of the
times and the signs of them, might per-
haps have drawn some encouraging amens
from the circumstance of finding in the
Chair a Scotsman with an Irish toogue
and an Irish heart. Isec on yourlfta
vencrated brother, who was, I believe, the
first to awake attention to the gospel might
that slumbered in the Irish tongue. Others
lave since laboured in the same cause;
and to yourself, under Providence, Ireland
will soon be indebted for agift that will
awake lier music and her poetry to the
strains of the gospel.  The Shamrocks
wreathed harp of my country has hither-
to respond 2d to the coronack of sorrowor
the record of Llood; by you it will be
entwined with the roses of Shaxon, and
your hand will awake its cords to the
strains of mercy and love, You have
visited our couutry, not to spy out tke na-
kedness of the land; but you have re.
turned with the best bunches of our Esk
col grapes, cncouraging others to come



