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[From the New York Freemun's Journal.]
THE QUESTION OF IREAND.

The condition of affairs in Lieland, as far as
kuown to ue, gives but histle hue v e ftinds
of {reedom of 25y immediaie emancipation from
the thialdom and appression which have so Jang
weighed down the energies «iihe Insh people
The high hopes that had boen lield aut in duch
bold and emphatic language by 1o leaders of
Yaung Ixeland, hava been succevided by much
and bitter disappointmant.  ft s haddly wonth
whils to speoulate upon the causes of tis Our
own opinion 18, that thase ardent und enthusiastic
genvlemen persuaded themsrlios that tho people
at large folt as they did, and were 1o dy 10 exe
cato what they recuiwmended. 1t apponrs, how
syer, that in all this they drew nforences which
were not warranted by auntecedents.  llence.
gne view of the subject implicates tha leadors as
resh, improvidesi, shurt-sighted and altogether
unfit to discharge the duties of the office which
they had arrogated to themselvis, 1f this view
ha correct, tha people at large wete perfecily
sight in refusing 1o commit themselves and the
destiny of their country to such men. Anuther
view is, that the people faled in the hour of pe-
ril to support those leade:s whom their previvus
enthgsizsm had encouraged 1o risk the terrible
issue of bautle agamnst the oppressors of thewr
land. The charge contaming 1lus latter view,1s
by no msans sustained, and it is far more proba.
ble that the leaders of Young Ircland calculated
upan the apontanecus upnsing uf the pevple, and
threw themselves intu the hreach as a signal for
the contest. One thing appears to be certain,
that there was no organization, no plans matared,
no scheme of combination and cuncert—and this
alone would be sufficient to destroy confidence
fa the capacity of those who urged on the crisis,
but who were unfit to 1eet it when 1t came.
Oar fitst feelings on reading the recent news
from Europa, would naturally be, as they have
been, feeliugs of indignation and, almost, con-
tempt for what would appear to us the evidence
of cowardies, unworthy of lreland, oruf any
country that wishes and deserves to be free,

But, on ascond reflection, we perccive that
would have been medsees in the actual staie of
ko case, for them to have presented themselves
to the British fusces as a dofenceless herd 1o 1he
slsoghter. Assuming this as true, we cannot
qoingide with those wko invaive the Catholic
Clergy of Ireland as causing the falure of the
projacied reballivn. If things wercin the con-
dition which we have just described, and every
sdditioral report goes to show thaz they were, 1t
s a ddly which the Clergy owed 10 their peo-
#lo, or.exery ground of relig:on and humanny,
to.interppse aod prevent them from being use-
lassly sacrificed. for, in such condstion of affairs
a0t only, would they be putdown, butn addmen
1o the butchery that would have been commitied
by the well disciplined iroops, who were on the
spot, there would have been scenes of devastan-
on and ruin, the effects of whick would extend
o, fulare and distiant umes. The harsest not
abpndant, hardly anfficieot for the sopport of the
population, was to be gathered 1.  Without 1t
the bravest men that might have rallied 1o the
standand of theie country would have been left

.in:8 short period destitute of food ; the Briiish
troops themselves could fire and destroy the
zipening fields as 1hey have done frequently be.
fore, The destruction of whatever remnant of
prosperity may sull bs fouad in the country
weuld be complete, and the yoke of oppression
would be thus fastened 10 perpetuity on the fes-
bl survivors of a nation made desolate b 2 pow-
exful and disciplined army.on one side, and an
incoherent, unled nud disurganized insurrection
onthe other. We thiok, therefore, that, 1n such
circumstances, the Clergy of Ireland would have
geen faithless to their obligations of religion and
of humanity if they had not interposed, seeing,
a8 they mus: have seen, the éortain and nevita.
bls consequences ofa movemeat so nobly con-
ceived, but so mizerably conducied, as that of the
late aitempted stroggle in Ireland. It 1s tree
that some of her most devoted sons are hikely to)
be zacnficed 10 consequence of its falure.  But)
for this the case allowed of no remedy,—and
whilst we regret the issue most decply as re-
gads them, we cannot acquit them of uuer in-
cepacity and of great rashaess i bringing upon
theraselves, unprepated as they were, so me-
lancholy a destiay.  Siill the case is by no means
hopeless ; the haters of English sisrule are 2
numereus ag they were before, This axd les-
son mey render them wiser and impress wpon
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t "mnizat.on on A mure practical hasis, sheuld 1Yey

Nl persevers tn the legitimate ; tipuse of foe-
wg their anclaeed conntry. - .
As rcgards the efforys that have been wmade
wnang ourselves to and and encourage them, it
18 perhaps nut expedient that we should express
very fully our own upinions  ‘F'lio matter 1s at
prosont in the bands of geotiemen 1n whouse pru-
dence and inegnty we have evory confidence,
10d they will, no doubt, proceed wisgly in the
course witich the circumstances of the caso will
pont out as the best to be followed.  Thero s
nu doubt that a vast amuunt of mungy has been
received, and a groat deal of it from the pourer
~lases of Inshmen 10 this country, within the
18t few years. So far we dv not perceive that
w has auded 1n any senmble manner ths great ab-
ject for which it was contnibuted. Wao fear that
wuch of 1 has besn absorbed by real or sup-
posed expenses of its collection and transmission
tw Ireland. We fear that of the amaunt which
reached that country much has been absorhed by
uumerous offioials labvuring in the cause of pa-
tnotism, as if it were a profession from which
pecuniary recompense wrs ta bu denved. All
thyy is bad enough and sufficiently discuuraging
10 deter men froin conuibuling of their scauty
means for so bontless a purpose. But we think
that it has been attended with consequences of
another kind which cannut but rogret and
deplure—we refer"ﬁg: particularly to the fre-
quent meetings which bave boen held, to the
enthusiastic and iaflamatury sppeals which are
coustantly addressed, not so much to the reason
as 10 the natioua) susceptibilities and passivas of
those who have attended. Orators of all des-
criptivns—some with char:cters and sume with.
ost—have 1n these assemblies an vpportunity of
addressing the meeting, and, unhappily, in many
instauces, urging projecisand even crime<en ex-
cited muflitudes which are contrary to religion
and calculated to debauch the moral principles
of right and wreng. Two instances found in
some of the newspaper reports are particularly
within our recallection . in one case tha orator
volunteered to assassinate Lord John Russell,
2ad_ i 1he report be true, go far from the propo-
sition br ing received with horrar, it was hearuly
cheered by the meeting ; in another instance the
value of the pike was estimated by its fitness to
send Englishmen to hell. Speakers are not ac~
countable for the newspaper reports of thewr
speeches, and this language may aot have been
used 10 either case ; but 1f it was used and re-
ceived with apprubation, we do not conrider that
all the funds subscribed for the relief of Ireland
would compensate for the damage done to the
moral feelivgs of an audience which could res-
poad to it with applacse. Ja shcrt, if Treland
will show a dispusition and deterwination to en-
gage in the struggle, we would urge every lover
of frecdom and of mankind tu a1d her wmanfully
and promptly in the contest. Bat if through
weakness, disunion, cowsrdice or interest, the
Irish are coumpelled or choose 1o remain as
they are, it does not appear to us eitl.er wise or
proper to keep up an excitement on 1heir
count which 18 injurious in its effects, which is
carried on in another country, and at a distance
of 3,000 miles from the place where it might be
useful. Hence, therefure, we regard the furma-
tion of clubs, the practice of the rifle, and such
other extravagant organizations not only as fuol-
ish but also as dangerous ano wicked. Wesup
pose, of course, that 1f Ireland now settles down
into the tranquility of forced submission, these
things will gradually die away. But in the
meantime, we would exhore our Cathohe bre-
thren to be on their guard—to know the persons
to whom they give their money-—to have a rea-
sonable 2ssurance that 1t will be righily applied
We think, also, thatthe frequent calling of meet
ings and attendance at them, not to speak of the
dangerous, and sometimes immoral, language in
which addresses are made at such assembiies,
ought to bo discountenanced. We think that
the abuses of designing individuals which have
contnued 10 be carried on for the last five or six
years by unauthorized and irresponsible persons,
whether on the rostrum or through the Press,
ought to bo brought to 2 close. As a trade it
may be profitable lo them, whilst itis injurious,
botit in purse an morals, to those who mako it
s0, and of no practical benefit to the unfortnnate
country in whoss namo their confidence has been
so frequently abuscd.

iC~

I.B.N. Y.
————
John O'Connell has made zo -appest to the
people of Irelxnd for funds b ro opsn Conailin-
tion Hall,

them the aecessity of taation, foresight and or-

THE UNMASKED.

‘The writer of the fullowing shetch s weli
knawn o some of vur rexdars i~

Aveany, August 98, 1848,
To the Eitor of the Freeman's Joumnal and
Cath. Reqister :

So much has been wruten of Rev. Nicholas
Murray, alias ** Kirwan,' that it would seem no.
thing more on the subject could ba sard. As |}
was the first to place s teal name before the
public, and beiug une of his nearest relations
ihis mido the Avlanuc, J hupe you will insert the
fullowing motair of the Rev. gantlemen ; yo:
will find it a olumsey affair, yet 1t 18 neverthieless
true in overy respoct.

Nicholas Murray was harn abont 1703, 1n the
noightourhood of Castletowndoiv. , Co. West..
meath, licland.—to was very yu .ng when s
father dind, and his mather gave him as good an
education as her circumstances would permit.—
Ho was 1aught by a schuolmaster named W hie,
ull ho was about sixteen years of age ; after
which he was bouad appreatics to a2 Mr. Me-
Czan. who was shopkeeper In Granard, co.
Lungford  On his going to Granard, he learned
that McOann had died 2 day or two previous ;
hie remained with his widow two or three years
until he had aequired & sufiicient knowledgo of
the business to enabls him (o seek emplayment
eleewhs.e. At this time, being ninvteen years
of age, a man who lived in the town was coming
'to Aumgerica, and he persuaded Murray to accom-

pany him. Not having the means lumss!f, he
applied to his mother, whe, at great porsonal sa-
crifice, fitted him out ; s eldest brother, Ma-
thew, took him on his mother's car to Dublin,
from which port he sailed for this country, in
1212 or 1813.

Now sir, whatever may be said to the contra-
3y, ¢ Kirwan,' up to the time of hua leaving
Ireland, did not, 10 word or action, betray a dis-
sent fram the faith in which he had been edu-
cated ; and he was considered and known to be
a wellinatrueted young man. 1If he had any
hieteredux opinions, he kept them to himself, as
we find in Jeter 3, page 14, whers he atates that
*¢ he found Father 8. the miracie-worker, drunk
«ne nightin the gutter. and that kis fath
witacle-warking then received a shoek.” If
Rev. Nicholas Murray will allow his memory to
perflorm-its fanctions properly, he will probably
recolleot that ** Fsther B.*? was then a degraded
priest, and a¥ such deprized of sacerdotal autho-
rity. It iss.range that he should have sclecied
this man as a spzcimon of the Inish priesthood,
ana rot hava said 2 word about the rest of the
eleray, who met the Bishop 1n Mrs. McCann's
houze—his silence on this point is esidence that
their conduct was the reverse of what ¢ Kir-
wan makes us imagine Father B.’s to have
been.

From a relative of his and mine, I have been
favoured with an account of the parting scene
between tnm and his mother, on the duy of his
departure for Dublin. It was truly patheuc to
sce the old woman embrace her beloved son ;
she begged of him to mind his God and hus reli-
grwon, and to semember her whilat he hived ; she
nvoked Heaven's choicest blessings on his head ;
and he 1n return, promised to do all that his mo-
ther required.—She gave him all she could spare
in the wousld, and took yreat pamns to have his
hinen and wardrobe as decent and as comfortable
as her wwn means and fhosc of Aer relatives could
afford. He mounted the ca. and started for Dub.
hin, as before stated. This wasnot only his first
remembered, but his only journey to Dublm. It
was on tlis occasion that ho passed * John's
Well.” at Kilmainham, in the neighbourhood of
the Irish metropolis, a description of which he
gives us in letter 3, page 21, where ke savs :—
¢ Thero was 2 vast crowd of poor looking and
diseased people around it. Some were praying,
some shouting ; many were in the trees, &c.
All these trees were laden in all thesr branches,
with shreds of cloth, &c. I enquired what all
this meant! 1 was t0ld, ¢ this s St John's
Well, and these people come here to get cured.” ™

1f the description given of St. John’s Well be
teue, I am at 2 loss 10 know why the ¢ diseased
pcople’’ shoated, and how thev could chmb the
trees—this needs explanation. But** Kirwan's'
account of it has been probably copied after the
desciiption of St. Paurick’s Well, on next page
(22).

{ will prove that ** Kirwan’’ knows nothing at
il about ik, from his own knowledge, thus ¢

It is well known that the citizena of Duoblin
hold faizs in every village and subarb round the
city ; whatever way have been.the original mo-

mrinsmannnsitey
tives for mstituting these gatherings, they were
located 10 the most Learuful ard picturesqua
spots, and in Kirwan's time and mua, they wers
-osorted to lor pleasure, and all tho shotw boutha,
«aircuses, dancers, musicians, merry Androws,
snd overy other xourea of sport, wero brovght
nio reqmsition to afford that amusement which
the people so nrdently auught. In short they
were minwture Vonnybrook fairs,  Tho fair of
St. John's Wlt was ano of thesa, and 1t was
neld during the week 10 which the Summer Sol-
stice uccnrred.  The rags, &e., in ' Kirwan's”
account were the streamors and flapgs from the
tents and boothe, as woll as the the eloths of
such poor peoplo as could not pay for amuse.
mens, and boys who climbed the trees in urder 1o
sce as much of the spurt as they coald, for no
thing—and as some extraordinary foat would be
porfurmed, these people would express theiv
approbauon by shoutng. ‘Then the venders of
fruit, refreshment, news hove, &c., Aad fo showr
10 ssil sieir poods. Those whom ** Kirwan®
descuhes 38 discased and praying, were beggare
znd boccaghs (he unverstands the term) whe
were stationed on the aide of the road, extnbiting
their physical inability to wark fur their living,
aud praysng for those who relieved thetr waste,
Such i the true deseription of . John's Well ;
such has the w .ter of this known 1t, 20d sach
duubltlcss was it in 1813, when the weracgome
* Kirwan'' got 2 casual ghmpse of 1t from the
Kilmainham soad, an his first remembersd: aud
only juuraey to Dublin, mounted on his poor
mother’s country car. 1 have proof that *« K
wan'' did not 810p 3 mument to view the fair, and
consequently had not ume to * kick up a dust”
there  He has left a purtion of the work to be
enacted here where ho expects the public will
behave the second hand extracts from 1gnorant
and prejudiced writers, combined with downrigha
falsshoods of his own creation, to betzue as holy
writ.

Having shipped ** Kirwan®’ off to this eountry,
1 will viast lum this s1de of the water next weak ;
1 will then coaviet him ot of his' own maath,
from extracts of letters writ=,s hy himself to his
mother in 1822, and we will sce whether ** Ni
cholas Murray, tke grocer's boy of Granard,”” ba
worthy of credit. L.

{Capital! Send it on.—F. Joun.)

—pr—e

The Voir de la Verite announces an interesting
facs in reference to the new Archbishop. It is
that he was ouce Vicar under M. Desgenettes,
the curate of Notre Dane des Victvires, which
has been the theatre of such misaculous graces
to a mulutude of souls i laie umes. Mgr.
Sibeur still testifies 1he deepest deference and

love fur M. Desgenettes.
——————e

-

Tue Moxks or MeLLeray.—Recistraine
Arnus —The Dungarvan correspondent of the
Cork Examwer writes :—*' The Sessions for
registening arms has passed off, many have had
their arms registered, and muro rejected , ol
those rejected, were those holy and govd mep
who are dving so much unexam, 'ed goud in thet
locality or mou: .21 fasiness, ¢ the poor Mon)
of Mount Melleray,” who wanted to get a g
for the purpose, solly, of keeping 07T the crow
from their corn fields.””

————

Coxverston. —Stephen Edward de Vere, Ess
son af Sir Aubrey de Vere, Bart., of Currag
chase, county Limerick, has embraced the R.
man Catholic Religion.— Tipprrary Vindicator.

Biths

Sert. 12—Mrs Gilly of 2 Daughter,
16—Mrs Furlong of a Son,
16—Mrs King of a Daughier,
18—Mrs Humt
19—Mrs Mooney of a Son
19— Mrs Mullaly
20—Mrs McKenna of a Dasghter,

———— ___
fHarried.
S:P- 19—Michael Dempsey to Mary O'Brién.
— ' T—
Ritd.

Scpt 9th, Henry Bant, infant Son of Wilkam
and Mary Jane Murphy, aged 8 days ; 16th, Rirs
Joanna Whall, wife of Mr Patrick Whall, native
of Halifax, NS., aged 28 years : 21st, Mni-Jage
Davidson, widow of the late Janses Di-ideon,
anauve of Hahfax, NS., aged 58 yoars 3 23ut
Jane, infant dauvghter of Willam end-Elwe™.
Whate, sged 21:days,
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