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~ Froin Maxims and Examples of the Saints
PERFECTION.

Perfection consists in one only thing, whith is to do the will
of God ; since,t according to the declaration ¢l God, it is ne-
cessary io deny ourselves, o bear our cross and tu foilow him,
f we would be perfect, wh> can be said to deng himsclf bet-
ter, (o bear his cross better, or to folfuw Chnist better, than he
who never studies his own will, but always that of God ?  See,
then,-how hittle 1s.necessary, tn order to become » suinl?  No.
thing else then to habituate oneself on every occasion to desire
that which Gud willeth.—8. Viacent a¢ bran,

In this respect more than in any thing else it was
that the sam saint showed the purity and solidity,
of his virtue, in studying always to follow and fufi!
the will of our Lord.  "This was the great principle!
on which he founded all his resolutions, and with!
which he faithfully znd constanily executed what he
had resolved ; trampling under foot all self-interest,
snd always preferring the divine will and the giory
and service of God 10 anv thing else whatsoever.!
without any exception, Qf David, says our Lord,
that he was the man after his own heart ; and what
does God declare the foundation of all this great
sanctity 2 ¢ Because, said he, he will fulfil m)
will” S. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi was so attached
to this, that she used frequently to say, that she
never could have resolved to do even the most tri-
fling action, such as to go from one ruom 1o angther,l
if she had not thought that it was in conformity to
the divine will, and that she would never omit doing
any thing whick she believed was pleasing to the
Divine Majesty ; and that if, having began any
actio., the thought should have suggesied itsell 1o
her, while she was about it, that it tvas contrary to
the will of our lord, in that same Tnstant, she would
have immediately abandoned it, even thovgh the not
accomphishing it should have cost I&¥ her life.
Thauletius hiakes mention of:a certain learned and
Iioly ' men; wlib Bbing at the potntof-deathwas begg-
edBy hie friends to lcdve them some goad piece of|
advjces'his and\ver was this, ¢ ‘The sumimary and the
stbstatice of hlt doétrinie is, to take sll things that
happen, ‘frofn the haad 'of God, and mot to desire
aught but to accomnlish in all things his divine will)’
The veiterabie mother Seraphina, had such an affec-
tinn for the will: of God, that she often asked ler
director to manifest it to her, saying, * Tell me, reve
rend father, *what I ought to-do,and suffer me not
t¢do-any thingof mysel(; in order that [ may please
his -Divine -Mgjasty, hegause to behuld.him though
eyer so Jittle displeased, swould be enough, to anui:
hilate . a thousand. \s’gxfds,?_ &nd opg day being
seized with a great desire to do nothigg of her own
will, but the will of Cod alone, with tie_consest o
her director, she made a vow to that effect.

Tho words “servant of God,”” meancth, to have & greatcha
Ity tuwards ous neig.bours, and an inviolable resolution to fol
‘ow in all things the divine wll, to confide 12 God with simpli
¢ty and humility, to bear up against our defects, and to endure
;ilh forbearance tho imperfections of others.~S. Fraxcis or

i1zs.

The whole life of this saiht, as Blso that of S.

contipual exercise of these acts of virtue on the oc-
cusions which every day présent themseltes ; by
which means both the onc and the other became
great servants of God. In the lives of the Western
Fathers it is related of S. Fintanus, that every day
he was visited by an angel, and that this having
ceased for several days, when the saint had the hap-
puesg of seeing hunNagain, he asked i why he had
deprived him for so long a time of tus most sw&
presence ; Because, replied the angel, I was sent to
be present at the death of a matron who was a great
servant of God, and better than thou, because she
hath done things that thou hast not done ; she has
never offended any one who was present by her
waords, nor murmured against any one sbsent, nor
ever hath she complained of the weather, however
hot or cold it may have been, nor of any thing
else, whatever it might have been, or however 1t
mught have happened ; but always entirely conform-
ed herself unto the will of God, in whose haunds are
all things. One day as S. Gertrude was grieving
over a little defect into which she was wont to fall

tfrons time to ume, she begged our Lord that mo-

meny to deliver her from it; but Jesus said to her
with a stveet and mild look, You would wish then
thut 1 should be depyved of a great honour and
vourse}f of u great reward 2 know that as ofien as
any oné acknowledgeth his failing, and proposeth to
avoid it for the tme to come, he gaineth a great
reward, for hunself; and as vuften as he abstmineth
from falling into it agan for the love of me, he ren-
dereth .me the same hopour that a brave soldier to
tus King ‘When be fighteth manfully against his ene.
miestand cvercometh them. .
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LETTERS FROM BELGIUM.
LETTER 1,
Belgium, ———— 1842.
My dear old Thomas,

1 hope you have received the messages 1 have
sent you by several friends, to whom I huve written,
for I wish you to know I have niit forgotten you. |
thank you very much for your proofs of attachment
to me, and wish to reward it by showing that I
remember you. [ am sure it will give you pleasure
to have a letter from me, teling you something
about Belgium and the people § am living amongst,
Besidesy.l am afraid lest you should be mude unhap-
py by, the ,sirange things which have bappencd
since { left home, as L bear a great many people are
much frightened lest England shoyld become Ro- |
man Catholic : and I wish to show you what Roman
Catholics are, that you may see there is nothing to |
be afraid cf, should that take place. I am nut going
to wrnite like a sesmon is wniten, or a bovk of
¢ Essays,’ though I know you uscd w love sucu dry
books better than any thing, and alwaye begged to
keep them longer and longer to read over anJ over
again. No, 1 am going to tell you about old men
just like yourself, and old women just like old Ma-

Vincent of Paul, was nothing clse but a feithful and

ry ; and sometimes I shall tell you about young per~



