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TI-REE YOUYNG MEN.
I remiember themi weii, for I lived near

thei n d knew inuchi alýout thein in nîy
eariier years. Ail of theni were sons of
fariners, and the tiomes iii wbich ther were
-ieveraliy bonit and grew to inanioo., were
iess than tbree iniles front eachi other. The
ilweilers8 i ail that, region were industrious
and thrifty, bonmeat in their dealitigs, and
primtitive ie their nianers anct style of liv-
îîng. But in sonme respects they wcere not, a
iodel people. The ol d drinking custoxus
stili prcvailed anîong tbern. Bvery farin had
its apple-orc «rd, m cider was a very coin-
Mon tinkrceieni tothe boys it was alinost
as f ree as th e water in the wc.lls. In harvest
tiiiue it was cu-stoniar-y to grat the workinen
a liberal allowance of cidier, brandy or
.Jamiai.cari-n, It was consider-d an evidence
of hio.pitality, too, tu treat visitors, ami even
transient callers,witlî a glass of soine kind of
li.1-xor. The resuit of snch cuistois can be
eusiiy guesseci. Intexuperance was cominon.
Ncii often returned front their wvork at night
tînder the influence of liquor, an(l were net
the inost agreeable and profitable kind of
laborers. Tneir appetite for eider grew
tqtrouiger and strongeer, tili at last, in nany
cases at least, it bea to, clainor for the
inore vigoronis drinks, and would be satisfied
with nothing else.

After a tie, however, a teniperance wave
rolled in fionti other parts of the country;
some were aroused froin their sluniberg, ami
lookzed witlt concern ou the state of things
Utroluil thoo. 1'ne evils resultinug froin te
tise of alcoliolic liquors as a beverage were
evei ywhere obvious, and they feit that soine-
thing oughit to be (101e to roînove thein.
T'hese convictions led to a caîl for a public

m ieeting to cansider the liquar question, and
as a restiît a society was foriiied on the basis

:)f a pledge re(juiring total abstinentice f romn
al kinds of initoxicating dr1inlk3.

11u th isinoveinent, the pastor of the chetrch
%%-as very active and earnest. Soine young
inen a.iso appeared early aniong the total ab
staiiners. iree in particular, aIl belouging
to the sanie fanîiily, iveîe <juite conspiceious.
On thîe 01(1 farnii svhere thev hiad been hbrought
iup intoxicaLtiig drinks hndi flowed freely al
11,10u1ud thenti, ami it woeld have been nu

wodrif tliey liad fallen into dissolute
habits. Iltet tiis fate they happily escaped,
anud wvere t4iiis qualified te take a clearer
view of the elfects of drinking on otîters.
Their observation constrained them, not; only
to discard all intoxicats theniselves, but
also tu try txe indluce others te din the saine.
This they clic in private conversation oftun,
nndt soitetiitues too iii publie addres3es as
uoccasion offered.

Tile nieztizugs cf t'tc socçty ivere held in

the churcb once a nionth. One evening after
an addros8s by a gentietan front abroad, ont-
of the three young uten te whont reference
has been md'e', approached bis pastor and
8aid : " I wiil deliver the next teinperance
itddres.s." ",Well, yoecai," was the answer.

Whiat was tle matterw~itit that young insui?
WVhat bold and imipertinent spirit liad taken
possession of hixn? He was naturally niodest
and exceedingly djfflclent, an(l he was greatly
astoniied at biiwielf before lie Wertt to bed
that night at the boldness of bis proposition.
Hie had made it, however, amdi must neces-
sarîly stick te, it. But bis addreas had te ho
prepared under difficulties. Hewas required
to work every day iii the bar n, but hie kept
paper and pencil at hand that ho iinigbit put
down as chances offered such sentences as bie
coulci arrange iii bis inid white bis hiamîs
were busy ;theso hoe copied out during tbe
long wixxter evenings, and continued the coin-
position as rnuch farther as he could. So it
carne te pass that his address 'vas writteni
and carefully studied ii (lue tintie.

Tîte appoi nted evenîng cati)e. Tbe ch nrcbh
was full, ail the surroumling country having
crowded inte it. Another speaker wma ou
hnnd also, for it seenieed that there had been
some fears tbat te stripiing migbit break
down in the tinte of trial, and put the au-
ence in an awkward position. But the stril)-
linz did flot prove to be a failutre. H1e began
Ihis address resolutely, and tbe people were
more titan 8ati8fied with it. The other
speaker bimef declared afterwards: "-If
I had known that young M-would talk
iii that way you would flot have caugbt mie
here."

I bave nientioned tbose three young men
t-- show how great the contrast was between
thtm and tht ee others of nearly the saine age.
The latter stood firmly on the opposite side
of the teniperance question, following the
exttiplc of their fathers, and of others wbio
still lheld to their old -%iew.s and custonis iii
regard to the use of alcobiolie beverages. I
wlil present thei separately to tbe reader.

TUE F[RST YOUNG MIANý.

During tbe period under considerationar
Irangements were made for a public debate iii
the cburch on the tenipe rance question.
After soveral s eeches bcd been made, sonte
un une side as soine cu the otlier, a youug
m1acs rose amid with a good deal of energy andl
v'elienence spoke iii opposition te the prie-

icipie of total abstinence, lie contended Shat
Ithe moderate use of intexicating drinks -%vas
harmnless, aud, in inanty cases, even beneficial.
Sonie were grievedl and astonished nota little
as they listened to ii utteraîtces.

Sonte years later, as 1 was riding aloig
.rneur the place where that young mac had
settled down, I snw itini coining towards nie.


