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The Commercint certainly enjovs a very much
Targer cirenlation swmonyg the hasiness conimunity
of the sast_region Iving between Lake Superior
and the Pacific Caast, than auy other paper in C-in-
ada. daily or weekly, 'l‘ﬁc Comnnercial alco
reaches the leading wholesile, commission, manu-
facturing and financial houses of Kastern Canada.
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NEW PREFERENTIAL
TARIFE,

Last week The Commercial referred
at some length to the Canadian prefer-
entinl tarift, explaining the prosent
position of the tariff. One pomt
which would no doubt strike the read-
er of the article referred to, would b2
in regard to the difficulty which will
fievitably be experienced in success-
fuily enforcing the full provisions of
the tariff. ‘To secure the preference,
the goods must be the “growth, pro-
duce or manufacture” of the favored
countries. Manufactured articles,
presumably nade from foreign raw
material, “must have labor expended
on them in the couuntry enjoying the
preference, equal to one-guarter of
their value.” Co by

Just here it appears a very diffi-
cuit matter crops up. It will be by
no means an easy matter to dectde
what goods.are and what; are not en-
titled to the prcference. Exporters
will be required to make separate in-
volces for goods entitled to the prefer-
entiad tariff, accompanied by a certifi-
cate declaring that the goods are of
British or colonial origh, or if of for-
elgn origin, that they have beenw fur-
ther manufactured in the favored
country to the extent of one-quarter
‘of thelr value. If all exporters were
thoroughly honest, there would not be
much trouble with this provision; but
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it may be taken for granted that there
will be frequent attempts to evade tho
regulations of the tarilf, and it would
seem to be an easy mattor to perpe-
trate frauds under this prefecentlnl
tanmfl. Some manufactured gools
might be made from either British or
forelgn material and it would bo im-
possible to tetl the difference Letween
them. Agam, It will often be a difti-
cult matter to decide whether or not
otie-quarter of the value of the goods
represents British labor.  The cus-
toms department; will have to get mat.
ters down very fine to decide this point
in many eases.  Still, again, enormous
guantities of forefgn goods, similar in
style to Dritish goods, aro handled by
British exporters.  What Is to prevent
the export of these goods to Canada
as British manufactures ? especinlly ns
the exporter will not be subject to
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nuntber of French, Seandinavinns, ete.,
a very mixed population to tie sure.
Sugar growing Is the principal indus-
try, and enormous fortunes have teen
made by a few specnlators in this
business, In fact the manoeuvres to
get the Istands anuexed are sald to
have been engineered by the sugar
kings, as It would glve them a prefor-
ential market in the United States for
thelr product. The exports of the
island for the last recorded year were
$15,300,000 and the fmports avout
half that amount. Ilonolulu, the eap-
ital of the Islands, Is distant trom San
Franeisco 2,100 miles.

SNCLOSURES.
Complaint has saveral times reached
The Comumercial regarding the ob-
jeetions often made In sgme Winnlpeg
wholesale warehouses against enclo:-

LACE D'ARMES SQUARLE, MONTREAL
Showing Notre Dame Cathedral anl New York Life Building,

penalty for sending false invoices. It
certainly looks as though the customs
department will have a difficult case
in hana in strictly enforcing all the
features of the prefeiential taciff.
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The Kawalian Islands, recently an-
nexed to the United States, cover xome
7,006 square miles of territory, or
about egqual to the state of Massa-
chusetts, Al the islands are moun-
tainous. Tie group extends east and
west about 1,200 miles, but tho prin-
cipal islands extend only about 300
miles. The climate is fine. The popu-
lation hy 18906 was only 109,020, of
whom 381,000 were natives, 24,500
Japanese, 15,200 Portuguese, 21,616
Chinese, 8,500 of mixel native blood,
8,000 United States citizens, 2,250
British, 1,400 German, and a small

ing pavcels from other houses, in mak-
ing up shipments to customers. Fre-
quently merchants in the country,
when ordering small parcels of goods
from two or three houscs, will ask
> have the geods st to one ware-
house for enclosure in one package.
Shippers in somo of the warehouses,
however, object to make these en-
closures. DPossibly the objection to
making enclosures often comes from
the shipping department alone, and:
not from principals. It is not the job~
ber aione who Is accommodated by
the acceptance by another jobber of
parcels for enclosure. The customer of
cach jobber is the principal benlfic-
iary, and it is usunlly at the request
of tho customer that-the privilege of
an cnclosure is asked for. Those wiio
object to accopting parcels for
cnclosure, should look at the



