
THE COMMERCIAL

TRADE II GREAT BRITAIN.
Theluatuberof the Canadian Gazelle

cantains a comparative report af the trade
between Canada and Great Britain for the
ye.au 1885 and 1886. Front the statis.
tics presettted it is show n that Canadiat
exporta ta the United Kingdont for te
first eleven unonths of 188d have falien off
iightly, as contpared witlî the Ycturzis for

the, sme periad of 1M85. The returasiof
exporta were not campiete for Decetuber,
and it iii quite possible that titis niontît
may more than niake up the shortage in
last year's exports. The figures as far as
oompleted shtow total exporta ta Great
Britain, of $7,634,944 for 1885, against
$7,60,349 for 1886. The shortage ia
therefore $31,595 for last year, as coin-
pared with the previaui year. It ie not-
able that the exporta for the uionth ai
November shawed ait increase aver , the
sme month ci the previaus year of $145-
185. At the sauta rate ai increase for
Deceniber, aur exporta for the year would
show a slight gain over 1885. Exporta ai
s.uimpls show a decrpase iii value for the
eleven months of $60,793, as coînnared
with the sanie portion of 1885, the faling
off being in cattle. Exporta of blieep
were mare than double those af 1885.
Hogs to the value ai $210 were exported,
agaiuat notlting for 1885 Exporta af
wbeat and flour show a gratifying increase
The figures are, for wheat $1,182,728
againat $716,829 for 1885; fer flour $42 ],-
741, againat $164,864 for 1885. This in-
dicittes a steady growth in the exports af
the leadirg coreal, anid an expansion of
our mifling industry. Exports af bread.
stuffa now stand third au te iist, the first
place being taken by the prodncts ai the
fareat, and the second by animaIs. Exports
of cheese were alightly lower, thougit the
aniount ia atili large. The total is placed
at $,1,8,or about $100,000 less than
last year. The total exporta of butter
were 8119,910, aSaixist $146,166 for 1885.
Ores and filit show a sliglit gain. The
heaie3t ialling off is shown iii hewîî Wood,
the figures being $695,384, against 81,-
103,829 for 1895. Sawn, wood also shows
a falling off, tltaugh not nearly so large as
in ltewn timber. The tutal exporta ai the
latter were $2,272,408, against 82,437,-
62P for 1885.

Ti.rr.in-,; ta the imports ai British-gooa
into Cau-ýdis, i'40 is ionnd that the year bas

been fà.vorable te) the British manufactur-
ers, thougli the balanre of trade is still
]argely in-favor of Catiaca. Statistica of
importa Are complete ta the end of the

year, and shtow à total of $5,165,234,
against 84,6848f80 for 1885, or an in-
cease af e,540,54 for lust ycar. Tho
table ai imtports presetits nothiîîg remark.
able, in coînparison witli the previous
year, tho comparative figures in the rei-
pectivç classes tîearly ail showing a bliglit
iticreaie for 1886, and oniy in a few in-
stances a sliglit decline. There lias beeni
no remarkable expansions iii tîzo figures
af iutports in aîty partîcular ciasa, nor yet
)lave ilhere been atty conuideiable shrink.
ages in imports af ather classes of goods.
Tho table on ffio wholo shows a stendy
alla graduai ittevease iu imiporta iront
Great Britaiti. Figures ai exportç, whcn
compléta, will not likeiy show any falling
off iii tho totals, thougli the deelitte in
sanie classes of goods and te increase in
otiters, is mnch more niarked titan is the
case with the imports.

C.P.R. DISCRIIA~TION.
Mfr. A. G. iMcBraît, grain tîterchant, af

Montreal, bas been giving evidertce before
Lte Railway Commnission, durin)g its ses-
sion in titat city. Mr. M1cBean is doubt-
less oixe of tîtoso persans who believe that
the average corporations have no souls, or
at Ieast if tiîey htave, they are of suit
iîîsigniflcaîît proportion se ta seldoin ho
seen. Mr. Mc]3ean is largely interested
in tite rates charged by the C.P.R. Co.
front points in Maînitoba ta Montreal and
the Est. Riis firin bandles a large anm-
ount af NL'ortliwesterti grain and produce.
and hie was tlherefore iii a position to give
valuable testiniorty as to the dealings af
the company in relation to Northwestera
traffic. Mr. MeDean stateci that he
thouglit that te rates in sottne sections
of the Dominion wero excessive, and ta
show that titis was the case, ho compared.
the rates front Manitoba points ta Port
Arthur, withi the rates froni the saute
poin.ts ta Motîtreal. It wau shown that
whiist the rate an wheat ta Port Arthur
averaged thirty cents per 100 pounds
front Matnitoba points %vest of WVinnigeg,
the rate ta Montreal or any point an the
O.P.R. iii Ontario was fifty.two cents per
100 ib3. l-u othér wvords the C.P.U. Ca.
charges thîrty centsa te haut freight ta
Part Arthur, a distance of say 500 luiles,
wbilst thýy xvill haut the sanie freight
froîi-.700 ta 1000 miles iarther for an ad-
ditianal charge of twen.ty;*tRo cents. Mr.
McBean declared his belief that this dis.
crinittation was owiug ta the fact that
the C.P.U. Co. has a nionopoly between
«Manitoba and Port-Arthur, atrd tiorefare

ltad it within its power ta charge axorbit-
tint rater. le further pointcd out that if
tho comipa,îy coula carry grain front Port
Arthtur to ail points on its lino in Ontaio,
a distance of front 1,000 to 1,500 miles
for twenty cents per 100 pounds, iL niust
ninke an eniormnous protit oit grain carricd
ta Port Arthur, a distance of 500 miles,
at tho rate of tltirty cents per 100 lbe.
WVJat do the people of Manitoba, bontd
by nonopoly, think of this? 1If tho doubt.
fui conipetition of the St. Paul nal Mrani-
toba road wvill cause the C.P.R. Co. to
make snch a distinction betweeîî through
all.rail rates ta Ontario pointa, in campa.
rison with the tnonopoly rates to Lake
Snperior ports, wvhat would bc the effect
oi active comipetition witlî otiter roas ta
the southt 7 Vould it flot be the nieans
of puttitlg thousands of dollars annualy
into the bandîs oi the f ariera of Manitoba
througli the enhanced value of their pro-
ducel

There is no probabiity that a reason-
able rate on grain shipped f roui Manitoba
ta Port Arthur wiIl ever be given by the
moilopoly Companîy, unitil thero is active
competit ion to force a reduction in freight
charges. Vntil sonie mteans of reaching
Lake Superior pats by anl al ternate route
is provided, ail exporta [ront Manitoba
wiII be taxed ta the last cent which the
produce will bearn If the great iuland,
fresh water spas are to be made ai much
value to the Noîthwest, as a natural and
cheap lighway for commerce between the
east and west, satie atiter nieatts of reacli-

ing this lîigltway must be provided. Coin-
petitive coîtuection with Lake Superior,
and tîtat only, wili bring about the desired
reult. For snch an ontiet the producers
and sîtippers of Manitoba maust look for
i-ailvay connection ta the soutb, and
thence ta Duluth. Thirty cents per 100
potinas for a 500 mile haut dom suent ex-
orbitant, when compared wvitl the charge
af twenty cents per 100 eounds for
an additionai baul af front 1,000 to
1,500 miles. At the sanie ratio af freight
charges between Manitoae and Port
Arthur, as between Port Arthur and
Western Ontario points, the tariff on
wvheat ta Iake Superior would ouly
antunt ta front seven ta ton cents. Pro-
ducers. in Mlaititoba of course wauld not
expeot the C.P.U. Co. ta give the saine
propartionate rate for the sharter haul;
but there is good rewason ta coniplain that
the distinction is; far too great. Double
Lte praportiotiate rate per mile M~r the
tltrougi liteu], instead of four or five timea
the antounit, wonld seeti ta be a heary
enougli discrimination against the haul ta
Po'-t Arthnr, and with conipetition it ia
not uîîikelythat, it would bu faund very
profitable ta ca'try wheat to Lake Superior
ait least one-third lest; than the present
charge.


