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lire of a linen collar lit the neck. In short lie was neyer in wçant of a
colorable ressort for appeaning daily in the flrst floor drawing-raom.

And cvery succecding day Ellice gree:lrd hirn %itb a look more candid,
truatlul, and glad. She iauglid and cliatted with Mîin, appealed to lus
opinion, and cornmunicated lier avrn with tise unaffected pliure of girisi
innocence--or the admirable adroituess of practised coqueîry.

If flelcardie went downstairs toward evening more often Llisan flot lie
found the gencrai ibere piaying beaiyu* with the old lady. 'For the first
Lime or twro thia rivileged visitor continued the playful familiarities which
habit scemed to have established between hitn and the young girl, Buchi as
Iiinching hier car, eniangling bis fingere in tho soft rings of lier biair, and kis.
sing nuow ber hands and now lier brow. But one day Ellice di8engaged
berseilf(romi the arm lie liad put round lier ivaist and crossed ta the allier
side of the table.

IWhat 1" cxclaimed the gencral plaintively. Il Are you going ta cut off
your poor aid captivc's rations ?"

II amrnfot a little girl any longer, dsear geuerai," rcatpouded «Illice
biushing.

Delgardie watching ibis epitode, feft bis beaut give a delighîted bound.
Ncarly every afîernoon now found him drinking tea out of the eggsheil
service and abandoning himsel( ta the growing deligbî of Ellice's Society;
studyiig bis inodel hc called il, but the prcoccupation peculiar ta ibis sori
of pleasure did flot altogethor biind hima ta the tact tisat Mrs. Morvitigton
was a passionate besi'jue player, and that slie won a gtat mauy balf.sov!r.
eigns of the gencral. Also more than once lie sutprised these aid peoplie
exchanging looks of intelligence a(cer aside giances at hinu and Ellice ; and
as a pendant ta these oeeaning regards hceue day overlicard Ilthe goneral "
say : IlThat wouid be the caeiest solution of your diliicuiiy," and Mrs
Mornington, shaking ber bead doubifuly, responded: ."lAn artist's passing
whim l'

Delgardie would have attacbed more suspicion ta these reiuarks, badl
any subsequent effort been made Io attract him oftener, or kcep hlmi longer
in EIlicc's society, but the morning alter they were made Mrs. iMarnington
was takren iii, and during tbe leu days she kept lier lied Ellice did fuat once
invite ii ta enter tieir apartments.

CHAPTER VII.
fluring this period of banishxnent the artist finislicd tlue portrait, andl

when Mrs. Morruïngton was weil enough to return ta tht drawing:roont andl
receive a visitur, ho wvas en2bled, w1ith EIlice's coruivanc, t0 give her a
litile surprise. The new picture of hier daughter ivas hanging in its place.

The aid gentiewornan burst ino tears before il, and ithen ]hlgardie,
who witnessed the effect bis work produced fram a cuntaineal vindow recess,
sbowed himself before ber, the aid lady ciaspel luis two banals in hers,
exclaiming with tearful fervour :

IlHow crait I show my gratitude! Vau have given me back niy desal 1"
After ant intervai she repeaical agaici, "flow can 1 ever repay you for this
great delighit l1"

I)elgardic had drawn the pliotograph With the distinct hope anal inten-
lion of arousing the cootion these sentences cxpressed ; but wben the
opportunity he had worked for carne, hie heuitated ta seiz: it. At heart lie
was t00 generous-too truc a gentleman-to drive a birgain with two
women in tearsc. Ht look refuge in procrastination. IlGive mc the pll.
of driving you and Miss Eilice to Stonitowe ruins to-mnorraw," he pleadeal.
IlA feir houra in tbis sarer, wvarm air will put ncw life int you aller your
iiiness; and wbcn vre are coming bick 1 shall perhaps find the courigc ta
ask a certain favor quite casy for you ta graut."

Mrs. 3Mornington looked at her granddaughter, w~hose radiant f~ace
ahowed how intense a pleasure the proposed excursion ivjuld bc ta ber.

Il Vhy flot !" cjacuiated the aid lsdy, as il she ircre quesîioning some
unseen counacîlor. Thon addrcssing the paintcr, she &&id in ber moat
graciaus and caurtly arainer, IlWe accopt your invitation, nay alcar Mr.
Dcigardie, on your ce-o terrml, and with many thanks."

The zuext morts"ng brought with it ideal picnic: weather, mot a puff of
wrind in the stili Septeaiber air; not a cloudîci in the deep azure sky, and
only perce, beauty and content ln the golden harvost fields atnd tht russet
nut filed woods. e

Neyer in Deilgardie's ej.cs had Ellice lookcd s.:) lovely as in that long
drive, during wbich bier dclicate face was continuilly cbanging ils expressions
cf inicrest and dclight. Only a simple girl in a white p;ilite dress andl a
aîraw Sun bat îrimmed with black ribbon; but what characit lu the sensi-
tive, proud face 1 what rneaning in the violet grey cycs 1 For ibirec ycars
Eiiice's life lied been s0 unvarical thst lier joy in ibis rare holiday was as
reail as it was naive ; and 11111e by litile ber gaiety cornrunicaied lscîf to ber
companions, who at be first stait off were rather silent. M'rs. Mornington
acemeal nervous at findinR heiscit in vie opcn country, and »cltardie shy
-tougb of wbat it would be bard to:say-unless it were of feelings lie was
unable any longer wbolly ta conceal tram !ufrnseif.

However, by tht lime ihcy rcscbcd the bill on wbose sutnmit the ruins
cf Sionitowe castl. mere situate, these syrnptons of mcaaisc bad dis5appcarcd -
the young muan': facc glowed with rcflcctcd hiappiness, and the grand-
xnothces more a look of benign serenity. Ielgurdie bsd brougbt with hilm
a bamoper o! provisions, the so:inig and packing of which lie hall bimacîf
superbntended ; and lie andl Ellice laid the clotb logethecr on a greAt circular
Mte wbicb perhaps bad beca the dining table of tht fierce baron'. Saxon

trs.
Therc were mu cier cxcursionists ta rab tbis rormntic spot cf its intrinsic

cbarm and dispute witb %hem inchb y incb its ruait retireal nooks. Who thinks
of visiting S:ouiîowe ruins except the chlldren who go bird-nestiog there ln
the spring and blackbetrying in the autun.
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