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‘Cheeditor of THE CRITIOIS rearonaible for the views exprossed in ISditorial Notesand
Articles,and for such only ; but the editor is uot to be understood as endorsing the senti-
mentsexpressed in the articles contributed to this journal. Our readersaro capable of
apprving or disapproving of any part of an article ur cuntentsof the paper, and after
exerciting duo care as to what is to appearin our cplumas, we shallleave the rest totheir
inteligent judgment, .

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The farmers of Prince Edward Island are making money by the sale of

horses and eggs. They appreciated their position, and knowing what the

market demanded, they set about to supply it Keen foresight is closely
related to success.

The astonishingly low state of the water in the lakes in the vicinity of
Halifax should remind our citizens that at this time of year lake water
should not be drunk excepting when filtered. Much of the sickness which
has been reported during the past few weeks is directly attributable to the
drinking of unfiltered water, which just now is poisoned by the insect and
vogetable life which the waters contain.

' The prospects of railway construction in China look more promising.
- Weng Tung Ho, the President of the Board of Revenue, who is the
strongest opponent of the innovation, sceing the futility of further resistance,
has seired an excuse for temporarily absenting himself from the capita!
A large number of changes have been made in the provincial officers conse:
quent on the projected works, and tenders will be called for without delay.

_The race feud which is now going on in the Southern S:ates between the
whites and the blacks is assuming a very sericus aspect, and it is somewhat
difficalt to see how any satisfactory settlement can be reached.  Eighe il
lions of revengeful negroes thirsting for property, power and pre-emincace,
constitute a real danger to the peace of the Republic, and one that will
become more real & years roll on. It gometimes looks as though the colos
linc might yet have a geographical as well as an educational significance.

In many of the hospitals of Boston and other cities systematic trainiug
3s nurses is given 10 young women, and it is said that the physicians, Luth
in their hospitals and private practice, arc feeling the advantages of being

the interasts of lhcjr sex should make themsclves heard by the powers that
be. Thus they might be the means of smoothing the wrinkles from the
pillows of many beds of sickness, Move, ladies; move, '

There are always sume who are cnvious of fame. It is now suggested
that Graham did not go over Niagara Falls at all, and that Brodie's India
rubber suit was stuffed with straw when it went over the cataras, Brodie
being safely in waiting below. It is, however, to be remembered, that as
the authorities would not allow the passage of the falls to be made publicly
it had of course to be accomplished with secrecy. * Hence,” as the St. John
FEvening Gazetfe says, ** these painful doubts.”

Mankind, like the monkeys, are nothing if not imitative. The imitative
tendency goes down to crime. No sooner does one ruffian perpetrate an
original act of atrocity than a dozen others spring up and follow suit. Tn
like manner the construction ot the Eiffel tower has begotten the ambition
in other lands to copy, and at the same time to excel. T.ondonis compleling
a 2000 feet tower, and New York is exercising itself in the same direction.
London should wait till the New York affair is well under way, for if she
erects her tower first, New York will be certain to go a few feet higher, if
only for the satisfaction of having it to say thst America has again, in this
matter, beaten all creation.

It appears that after all General Doulanger is to be allowed to take his
chances in the French elections  Whether a growing belief thut it will be
ssfer to nllow Boulangism a vent at the polls is at the bottom of this vacil-
lation of the French Government it is difficult to say. It is impossible to
predict the vagaries of Frenchmen. Some degree of apprehension of danger
may have to du with it, but Geueral Bou'iger lias become o seriously dis
credited that there may also exist a not unreasonable hopo that no self-re-
specting French constituency would elect him as its representative. Tt is
to Le hoped this may prove to be the case, as we can furesee uothing but
trouble and discredit Lo France should she be mad cvough to entrust her
destinies 1o a charlatan.

Notwithstanding that the peace of Earepe remains intact, it is evident
enough that there 1s very little curdiality between Germany and Russia,
Russia continues, it is said, to mass her troups on her western frontier, and
if this is really a menace, the Kaisor answers it very practically by having
actually added to his army since the beginning of the year no less tha four
complete army corps, while orders have been issued for the formation
of a fifth, with headquarters at Bumberg wn the fromier. There
are renewed rumors alsu of & projected allianee between Russia and France,
These may be premature, but whatever may happen in the way ol war, its
certain that Great Britain will hold the balance of power, and will doubtiess
use it to promote peace if possible.

Tho Week, in discussing the question of the future of Canada, suunds no.
upcertain note in favor of Iodependence.  Ln us issue of the 13th insy, it
has no less than jour editorials on tuc subject, wntten with ke weight and
calmness which are the distinguishiug featuses of the fiest of Canadian jour-
nals. ‘They are so instructive and suggestive thit we purpose reproducing
them, one, or perhaps two, in our next issue.  Annexation, the Week admits,
is wut of the question as enurely oppused to Canadian nativval feeling,
while “Imperial Federation,” it «dds, ** as a graud idea has many attrac
tions, but every effort to bnag it down trum the clouds, and within the
limits of definite and practical conception, has so far failed.” It can there-
forc at least do nv harm to véhtilate the other alternative.

It is a fact patent to those who know anything of the army of the United
States that its discipline 1o biutal, and thit s offiecrs inflict panishment at
their own sweet wid, any onc ot which wuuld cashier a Briush officer The
St. John Sun has the tollowing on the subject .—" A repurter of the St,
Louis Poust-Despatcle enlist.d in the United States ragular army so that he
could become acquainicd with the inner workings of aho military machine
and expose it to the world.  His eapusures are now being published, and
they reveal a state of affairs which could oot possibly exist ia the Brtish
army. They tead rather as if they were a continuation of sowe -insane
asylum revelation. They show a terrible state of affairs at Jefferson ‘bar-
racks, alleging that recruits are treated like dogs, that men are strung 1p by
the wrists until they swoun trom weakn ss, and that brutal sergeants deem

able to engage the services of such competent and intelligent assistants. | no cruelly tuo scvere.  They relate how an insane man was heanlessly tor-
Many of these girls are from Nova Scotia, and have gone forth from exccl- . tured, while comm - soldicts are imprisoned at the whim of their superiors.
lent homes inspircd with the idea of sclf helpfulness and independence. Is | The statement is made that iu the guard-house, where prisoners are packed
the taining of intelligent nurses not a field of uscfulness which might be | into an enclosure 20 by 40, the santtary conditon is terribie.  The prison-
opened up to our girls at home by the managemen: of the Victoria General | ors are kept frum sleop by vermin, and their surroundings ate revolting in
Hospital 7  Our enterprising ladies who are over on the gui vive to advance | the extieme.” It is within wur own expericnce that one of the most gen-

tiemanly American officors we ever met talked quite coolly of tying a man up
by his thumbs—an exquisite torture —as a quite communplace and ordinary
occurrence,



