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| sonnots illustrating their wmethods and literary products for the most 1,
A VISION.  Mter Cremnzio uugd Frechette, and I place the names in this onler_]:[r,t
WY IHE MUST REV, . O'BRIEN, ARCHBISHOP OF HALICAN. aceepted rulo among Freuc!}-(}unwliung tlwn_melves— COMEs & UUIMETOUs {ryjy
In youth ere my steps did e of poets, oceupying the position of minor singors of various grades. My,
MY tind oft strange fanicies wore — of the work whlclg is produced by these pouts is very good. I'he toxture iy
Sitting near my mother's knee, pot nlways strong in fibre, but of grace aud fancy and music the poems g
'pf,',';::‘t}‘:ﬁkl‘,,’l“f,‘,‘:;23:‘5 "o then <alm scldow deficiont. ‘The Froneh-Canudian ear is keen for melody, and g
Smooth stretches, whete winds of bulin poota of the raco ure wmusiciuns to u greater or less extent.  Thoy may noy 41t
Suftly murmured by the side play instrupients, but they can sing. and they are quick 1o deteel a fa)s,
.‘lfl‘ f'u";!k}:'l‘,:“t'""‘r“‘}f:’ "}','l‘"‘.‘:;f," tried uote or u halting line, und their poetry always scans. Of course, the b
Wil blastx, beating it theie tratu of thowm has given us no great pootic drama ]l-ko Heavysege's “Saul o
Nizht and storuw, rished o'er the feam Charles Mait's “ Tecumseh,” but iu the way of light and fanciful love SOligs,
ud wanae -,f:.'l,‘,',':',L’f"{',’ff,‘,',{‘.,',",'(',',',‘,', sounets to womanly beauty, and addresses to patriotic sontiment, the Frenc)
Phele angry crv. dark the cloud certainly hold ground on which few of vur English poeta mny enter, win),
They bone, the soft breezes play the single exceptions of Charles Roberts and John Reade.  OFf purely elas.
Learlunin the l,',';f:',‘.,":,"{,‘,’,;.,,,' sical poetry the French have given ue but few exemnplars, while of poems
And now, when the loud report which breathe the teachings of Christianity to a superlalive degree )y
af stoing is o'er, they come ant verses of Judge Kouthier ure tho best examples.
and ;'.:ll,‘:’,f,',',lﬁ.';;,.Zf;','{':ﬁ;_“l I fiction Lower Canada takes fair rank, but like English Canada—if |
Uhe gales, erst loud- ofcerd and rude. may uey tho term for purposes of comparisou—she is still looking for her
i :\;ul ther.eluiled m;ﬁ,y formed shisps areat novelist.  Of story-tellers sho hus more than we have, and in meny
'l‘ltu:“f:?unt‘::n::ﬁ:.:m?l'::r(«':n. thoy will compare well with ours, though she hus not yet produced 4 °
Hurtling, caughit by a typhoon, Haliburton or even a Jumes DeMille. ¢ Charles Guerin,” by Dr, P, .}, .
1::;::.“3::': 'is“if’in&"'..'ﬂi‘.'n‘.f.?l&' yet Chuuveau, i3 chiefly noted for its excellent descriptions of' the manners ay |
Uer ghe rume tide,  Iu calur spts customs of French Canada.  As a novel it lacks wmany cssential elements of
Sute spart, “mid forget-me-nots . success. ‘The movement is ot brisk, und the charcter-drawing is dope Iy
}‘:":'3';,'{:::;:3"1‘;&:J}:’,{ ,":{3"‘4“‘_ an artist of tho second class. As an carly contribution o the fiction of the
. But us I el gued‘lu change country, however, it proved s pretty good beginning, and if Dr. Chauvean has
Came wer the vision : 4 strange written no moro stories sinco them, but has turned his sttontion to hisopy
Rorm wppeared the shipe ationics they and strouger literary food, thu rame thing may be said of Francis Parkeay
Men alote, were foatins there, and John Lothrop Motley, whose entrauce on the field of romanee ap
Some bright, sowe with sullen air. . adventure ended with one venture each. Still, as a picture of vur hume
Shey stmve < then Al e el 'life, ¢ Charles Guerin” has its usefulness. ¢ Jacyues et Marie,” by Napo.
Much 1 wondervd at the sight ; leon Bourassa, artist and litterateur, is a story of a much bigher type. 1t
Aud then, child {ikc. puyelﬁ.ror light. deals with war, sacrifice, patriotism aud banishment, and in parts is romark.
.’.‘.l‘-,‘l‘:‘;",;}“},",:y"’(‘,,fﬂf,"‘;f}{f’:"-'. ably well done, notwithstanding tho fact that its author lacks style. Syl
) ' ’ of course, ho hax, but it is not casy, and his story roads sometites like an
—_—— twmes —- ‘essay.  As it treats of the banishment of the Acadisns, from the Able

Raynal point of view, the reader must be propared to accept a rood deal
FIFTY YEARS OF FRENCH-CANADIAN AUTHORSHIP. .ontrust Mr. Longlellow's beautiful pocur, too, has had its inlacuce on
Ms. Bourassa’s mind, and we have, in his talo, the poetic rather than the
"sternly historical uspect of the situation. 11is materials were ample and full
Fifty gears ago Fiench Canada had no literature of its own, but a vige® of color, and ho has told & very pretty, though sad, story, of the lify and
rous press and patiiolic statesmen exemplified the life, movement, and adventures of a people who will always 41l 2 picturesyne position in our
intellectual and moml activity of the people in a way that commanded history. Joseph Mannette's carly novels lacked spontaneity and knowledye
attention. Printed books, of coursv, were o be had in plenty, but though of the social life with which he attewpted to deal. He took up historical
they treated of lower Cavada, and dwelt extensively on her splendid subjects, such as the Intendant Biigot's career in Quebec, and the fortunes
historical past, her noble sacrifices for chuich and state, her missiovary and vicissitudes of Count Frontense. It is not always easy to inves ap
progress aud mental developiment, yet these studies were uot the work of historical novel with the sort of interest which conuends fiction to the
vative authors, bul the result of tesearches made Ly foreigu students. reader of high-spiced romaunce. Mr. Marmette had many difficulties to
Most of the buoks were written by priests and travellers from otd Frauce, overcome. e was a student, aud he learned of men and wonien in society
and though thexe works are copious enough, very few of them are trust. through books sud wemoirs. He had travelled little. The outer wurld
worthy as regards facts.  The coutests of the periods which they describe was to him a sealed book, and tho guy xalon of gilded high-born duines,
doveloped antugonismg, and prejudice und patisanship colur deeply the und the intrigues of a peculiarly vicious court, though not lackiug in
various parratives,  Still the carly printed books are not deveid of value, attractiveness us studies, proved beyvond his strength to depict.  His storjes
though as true chronicles they hardly claim cur respect.  OF unity and of fifteen or worc years ago, arc deficient in grace aud form, and though
sympathy thete is little, but #¢ expressiots of currcnt partisan feeling on dramatic enough in a way, they do not interest the reader deoply.  Of later
the different transactions and muvements of the time the books often throw years he has doue bLetter, though his diction is still stilted, and his charac
light, which the investigator will not fail to prize.  With the aid of ofticial ters want body and artistic movement. Francvis de Biencille, which fur.
documents, now casy of access, he will find Jittle ditliculty to satisty his nishes a romautic picture of Fronteuac’s tiwme, is, perhups, Marmette's Yest
mind as regards facts. vovel, aud is freer from maunerisws than others from his pen.  Ony other
Fifty years ago the meutal activity of the people of lower Cauada novelist I wmay ncntion, who has represented Canadian life and episode in
found full expreszion iv the urena of politics. Her public men wero a somewhat sariking way. My, Pamphile Lo May, the poet, and translator
epgaged in working out the great problem of respousible government, of longfellow’s  Evangeliue,” hax written about half-a-dozen long sturies.
though, at that time, her Papiveans and Nolsovs, her Lufovtaives and ¢ L'Affaire Sougraine,” which is founded on fact, and was really iu the
Neilsous, did not dream of the liberty which the peoplo of Canuda to-day reader’s hands while the Iudian * Sougraine” was undengoiug his trial at
cujoy. The newspapc * and the pamphlet, and occasionally the ballad, the assizes for the murder of his wife, is the most dramatic of the series.
formed ke literature of the period. There was no great variety in the It iz a tolersbly clever picce of work, aud highly realistic, but the anther
subject watter of this letter-press. which reached the reader, -in one forn - fails in making his characters talk in an iuteresting mnnuer.  Mr. LoMay is
and another, alinost every day. It coutinually told of the struggle for singularly scanty in his vocabulary, and his descriptions of scenery seldom
political life which was going on among the politicians, and romance, poetry, rise above the commonplace. * Picounoc lo Maudit” is a less sombre
history and philosophy stoed aside for statesnanship. romance, but none of our French Canadisu novclists write with the Jdash
Practical work in French-Canadian authorship may be suid to date fiom [and nerve of their brothers in France, who affect ovary school of fiction,
the corouation of Queen Victoria, aud it must ho coufessed—und the cou-,and do their work with spiric and vivacity at least. {luebec has yel to
fessiou is made with the highest pleasure—that during the half century of welcome hor Cable, her *“ Chatles Egbert Craddock,” and hior Brot Harte.
Her Majesty'scigu the literwry activity of the French writers in Canadin™  1u historical wiitiug French Canada has done very well under the wign
has heen vary geeat.  Hurdly a lanch of authowship has remained . of the Queen. M. Abbe Faillou we caunot claim. Ho was a Sulpitian
untouched. In poctry, perhaps, the highest merit has been reached.  Cre- | priest of very great ability, and his really remarkable work, the Misfoie. J-
mazic’s flights have vever beeu surpassed by his confidies.  is poetry is:lu Colonic Fraucaisr «u Canade, though a monwmnentio tie labors and trials
dignified, graceful iu style, and full of fire. Awong his compatriots hisiof his order in Montreal, is a Look of powerful juterest and vaiue. Op
fume Lurns brightly, and he is the true expoucut of their hopes, aims and [threo scparate occasions the Abbe visited Cavada, living in the country
aspirations. Of a moere rugged type is Frechelte, the laureate of the French |several years, und ronsulting materials wherever lie found them. The
Academy, whose muse, however, can be as delicate and refined as it often |archives of the Propaganda at Ronie, and the various departincuts in Varis,
is impassioned and strong.  Frechette casily occupies the secord place in|veadily yielded their treasures to him also.  But though Faillon caunut I
the affections of his people, though scholars regard his work as more oven | claimed by the French-Canadians, they cau point with pride to twy of
and wmore corrcct when tested by the canons of criticism than that of | their sons, the Abbe Ferland, who furnishes the best ccclesiastical history
Cretunzie.  Neither poet has written a single long poem, short piccos and lof the country, and Francois NXavier Garneay, the distinctively uativnal
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