
THE CRITIO.

I -I was afraid'of bcbng c.onsidcrcd au intruder, The différence in
aur social statua and allîthat, mny lord."

IlPooh, poohs, my dear sir, I trust the age live irq la toc cnlightencd
ta retain many antiquated prejudicea of that kind. A gentleman la a
gentleman ail the world over, whethcr lie bc dukc or plowman."

I assure you, my lord, that I have been snubbed and slighted in many
quartera, simply because my father was-well, sirnply because lie made bis
ioncy in business."

IlCan il, be possible 1 Thauk Heaven, Lucere is no nonsense of iliat
kind about me. If 1 like a mnin, 1 like him, anîl 1 never stol) toa otk hini
who 'vas bis grandfatlier."

Ali, my lord, if ail the aristocracy ivere only like you !

Oh. 1 don't 'vant to set myscîf tip as a paittern, but tose arc~ Mv
scatiments. 1 think that yau and 1, heing such ne.r neighb-)r.i, ouiht ta be
good friends. WVhat do you say ta droppin'.t in to-aiorrow nivrning aibout
eleven, ana liaving a bit af breakfast with sue ? I don't give dianr-part:as,
because l'ni toc poor. But I like ta ]lave soabody vi breakfast with mui."

Mr. Larkinsi 'as overwhelmed »by the carl'a condesccîîsion. At list the
goldtn portais were about Io open ta his touch. Would the Vij>onds and
the Cossingtons dare ta sntib himi in future when they fouind hîmi hand*and.
glove with an cari ? Mbr. Larkin's trap 'vas waiting ai the station. It was
ane of the happiest hall hiaurs af that Young man's life whien hie 'vas seen
by the good people af l3rimley driving Lord Loughtan home ta Laurel
Cottage.

Mr. Larkins did flot faau ta put ini an appearance îîext morning at the
earl's breakfast table. On the follawirig day his lordslîip -dined en famnille
at Bourbon Hause, an whicli occasion Orlando's sisters 'vere introduced ta
him. They were twa rcally pretty and weil-manered girls of seventeen and
nineteen. There 'vas a velu af simphicîty and ciffsive good-nature running
throuéh the Young xnan's char'acter that the sari was flot slow ta note, and
appraise at !ts proper value. From *that time forward the pili-maket's son
and Lord Loughton sucre very frequently ta be seen. ini each other's coin-
pany. They drove out together, tbcy rode together (in Orlando's carrnages
and on Onlando's hanses), they played billiards together, they dined
together, and tlley smolccd together. .Hardly a week passed 'vithout a
biamsper cf 'vine or a box af cigare finding iLs way ta Laurel Cottage.
Fruit vas sent nearly cvery day. A saddle-horse and a broughamn 'ere
specialty retained for tbe eanl's owri use. The quidnuncs cf flrimley found
much food for gossip anent these proceedings ; but as the cari 'vas naîor-
iously poor and Mr. Linkins as notoriously rich, they rather adnUred the
arrangement than othcrwise. It was, of course, piLent ta everybody why
the carl se pcrsistently pattonized the pill.malccrs son, but nonz the les on
tbsat acceunt 'vere several doors-thrown open ta Orlando wiich had hereto.
fore becn inexorably shut in bis face. People began to discover virtues and
goed qualities in the Young min, thc existence of whiclî thcy had neyer
suspcct.d before. The Honorable Mis. Ternplemore and Lady Wildnian,
ntithser cf whom wcre rich and bath cf thcrn had several tramatied
daughters, begala te angle for hlm opcnly. WVlen, a littie later on, and at
thc carl's suggestion, hie ventured to send out invitations for a garden-party,
ta be followed by a carpet-dance, nearly evcrybody 'vho 'vas asked came,
and it 'vas uisivcrsally admittcd to have been- anc af the most successrul
things of the scason. Froms that time forward Larkins 'vas acceptcd
without qnestion as "a nc of us."

Ail this suited 'veil 'vith t.he eanl's gnimn and mordant humor. He
*laughed it Lankins, and hie lauzhed at thase Who, having first tabooed him,

'verc now willing ta 'velconie hin with open arms.- lie gencrally.spent a
solitary heur in bis little srpekiDg-room before going to licd, musing ùver
the clvents cf the day and planning the morrcw's campaign. At sucb timsez,
his serviles bcbng ail in bcd, ho indulgcd hiniself in a long dlay pipe and a
couple of glisses of bot brandy-and-water. The brandy and the pipe,
together with a supply cf the strang tobacce which hie uscd ta amoke
daring his*evenings at the Brown Bear, 'vere ail kept under hock and key, in
compansy with the 'vorn and shabby pouch which had douc hlm such good
service in days gone by. It arnused bum at such trnes ta think how people
must talk about hlm, and lie acknowledged to himscîf that hie likcd bcang
talkcd about. Ris coming hail caused quite a commotion axnong thc
stagnaist circles of Brimlejy and its nighbarhood. His rayings and daings,
his habits and mode of lile, supplied an unfailing topic of conversation at 1
a hundrod dinner-tables and twicc as niany Ica-tables. Ile 'vas already '1
acquifing a reputation for cccentnicity. IL 'as areputation thit suited hlm,
and hie dctermincd ta cultivate it.

I 'vas net ibl the lapse cf two monti afmter bis arrivai ai Bnirnley that
lbc 'ent up to lAndau to sec hie 'vile and son. He dressed himêclf for the
occasion in a suit of sober tweed, and left bchind hlma thc gold walch and
chain which a Bninilcy tradestnan had only been too happy ta press upon
hýnà, and the diamnnd ring that Lafkins had rmade hisn a preslent of. Frein
the moment he gel out cf the train ai King's Cross tili the nndmcnt be gat*
int it on bis returu he 'vas ta be plain John Fildc'v 3agin. He quite
esjoyed the masquen.dc and chucklcd to, himaif several times in t.,t cab
before bie 'as set down ai thc corner of Oxford Strei. Cleni had apk. -4sed
hlms cf Ui hnein Mns. Fildew's -lodgings. WVhen bie walked into bis
wlwes sittzgnemwithout knocking, Ihat lady starcd ai hlm for a moment
in xter surpris, and then said, IlHave you flot mistaken the room, air V" c

etWhy, Kitty, <lear, don't yen kno'v me," bc asked, ancl'tben hie crcsied
teroom and kisscd-his astonishcd 'vue,

"Il ow w 'i l ikcly I should kno'v yon, John ? Yiou are not a bit like
your deair oid self," and 'vith that she began to cry.
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