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OTTAWA, MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 1868,

Various plans for the defence of the Do-
minion, have from time to time been sub-
mitted to the public, each of them very good
in its way, but all invelving an outlay of
money which we are unable to bear at pre-
sent. Weak points might be strengthened
from year to year, till the whole of our
frontier should be prepared for the exigen-
cies of a war; butafter all, the real strength
of & country lies in its people. If they be a
hardy race, attached to the laws and insti-
tutions of their country, they will maintain-
its independence. We do not say that forti-
fications should be entirely dispensed with,
out we maintain that they are only of a se-
condary importance to the colonization o
our wild lanas, and the developement off
our trade and resources. What we want
more than fortifications, is an increase of

our population. We have thousands of
acres of fertile soil, only waiting for the set-
tler's axe to clear the forest and make it
productive. Hundreds of the surplus popu-
lation of the British Islands arrive every
year at Quebec, pass through Canada, and

settle south and west of the Great Lakes,
Until’

but very few ever stop in Canada.
recently, the Canadian Government offered
no inducement to settlers. Many British
subjects who would gladly have settled in
Canada, so that they might live under the
British Government, were unable to purchase
our wild lands, and were reluctantly com-
peled to seek a home in the United States.
Several such instances have come under our
own personal observation. Emigrants have
found their way here with very little money
in their pockets, but with strong hands and
willing hearts, to make for themseives s
homein Canada. They were directed to the
surveyed townghips north of Ottawa, between
the Gatineau and Lievres Rivers. They re-
turned soon afterwards, well pleased with
the country, and went to the Crown Lands
Agent to secure certain lots which they had
chosen, but were unable to pay the first in-
stalment, besides purchasing tools and a
year's provisions, 80 they were compelled to

move westward to the prairie lands where |
they could not only obtain free lands, but|
also the advantages of having it already

cleared, and assistance from the American
Government at the commencement. It is

scarcely to be wondered at that the West-
ern States should be filled up with an indus :

trious population, in such a short space of
time, while the greater part of our country
should still be covered with the Virgin
forest. Within the last twelve months, it
is true, our government has discovered the
fact that it had been pursuing a wrong po-
licy, and certain districts were opened to are
free sottlement. Not one of those districts
on the borders of the already settled parts
of the country. they are situated where they
might remain for years without settlement
if they were other than free grant lands.
Without a little capital to commence with,
the emigrant has no chance there, and . it
can hardly be wondered at, that the
settlement of the free grant land pro-
gresses slowly. If we wish to see
the tide of emigration flow ‘into Ca-
nada, we must parsue a most liberal po-
licy. Letus continue the free grant sys.
tem, but extend it to more accessible dis-
tricts, and assist the settler in his first'year's
struggle in the forest. Very few emigrants
possess sufficient capital when they arrive
here to buy the few implements necessary for
clearing the forest and cultivating the soil,
and to purchase provisions enough to main.
tain them till the first crop can be raised.
Give every stranger who is willing to settle
in Canada, this much assistance, and when
he shall have made a home for himself, he
will be willing to defend it. Fortifications

are very necessary,and a fortified frontier we

eught to have, but we also need men behma
them to defend them. On the north shore .
the Ottawa River, evei within thirty miles -
of Ottawa city, there are hundreds of squs®"
miles covered with the primeval forest J°
untrodden by the foot. of men save the
hunter, the lumberman, or the surveyo"
It is a country watered by magnifice™"
streams, studded with innumerable 1&1‘3
and between the mountains that are cloth

:to the summits with forests, lie valley8 '?s
‘|imost fertile soil, only awaiting the settler

industry to reduce them to cultivatio®™

‘Yet not an acre of that fertile land can
obtained for less than three shillings P*
‘acre, and having paid that, when the 0%

tler goes to claim his property, he finds thet
the lumberman has been ahead of him, #°
robbed him of what should have paid fo
the land, We acknowledge the extent 89
value of the lumber trade; and would
the last to wish that any restrictions shoulf
be placed on it, but is it fair that the settlo’
should have to pay for his land when i
lumberman has already bought the first 89
most valuable portion of the property ?

The emigrant asks himself whetber '
would be better to settle on our own foref
lands from which all the valuable lumb®
has been already culled and where he m%'
toil before he will find himself independés®
or move. farther westward to the fertil®
prairies of the western states, where he &%
obtain cleared land free, and where he c’n
in a short time make for himself a comfor¥’
able home. A little liberality on our p&
would cause him to decide in favor of Ca8*
da, and another defender would be add
to her sons. Let us thus fortify our 00‘”,”
try, and should occasion require it, it ¥
be a less difficult matter to construct fort”
fications along the frontier.

| ———————— ]

Tuere have been many articles written O:
the death of Thaddeus Stevens, but in ¥
opinion the following, which we transl®
from Le Courier des Etats Unis, is the mo®
remarkable we have yet seen. of

“We have, to-day, torecord the death
two celebrities equally diverse in charac®’
social position, and in the nature of the 'mn
pressions which they respectively mﬂdao,
$heir contemporaries. One is 'I'haddpue
Stevens, the most powerful spirit among *
Radical-republicans ; the other is 4 of
Isaacs Menken, the strangest spedmenid,
woman that has graced the sporting wor
since Lola Montes. . pe

“Thaddeus Stevens was born in 1793 : b

was therefore seventy-five years old # g
t

)
death, and if we consider that it W88 ..
since the beginning of the war that he {he
a prominent position in the councils ¢
country, we must remember that ¥ “4o
great intellect became developed only B
wane of life, it retained its virilitys un ipe
could find in tho affairs of the nati
proper means through which it attaip®
an eminent degfee of public import?™
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