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*lee in Canadian history or traditions nothing
to compare with those' cf older *and more
historical lande, it je a question well wortby
Of attention whether we can afford to lose
sighit of the events and incidente which go
to ruake up our chief struggle for political
existence, We may never need to draw the
swcrd in defence cf our autononîy again;
but even so, the mormcry of the truly heroic
OOntest v~a éed by ta previous generation
Ought to be kept green as furnishing to
their suceessors a noble example of bravery
'Self sacrifice, and patriotismn- -qualities wbich
eau never be dispenaed with, though tLe
Mriner in which they display themselves
tuay differ mucli nt different periorls cf a
cuntry's history.
Whitever varity of opinionj may exiat re-

Specting the question at issue between Great
Britain and the United States, there can be
11c doubt about thie practical injustice infiict-
ed on Canada by the .9ttempt tu subjugate
ber. In point of fact the m-ovomnent ivas
earnestly and vigcrously cppcsed by many
Of the better minde amongst American
statesmen,as well as by large sections of the
People, and more especially the inhabitants
Of New En gland. The odd& were very rnuch.
ftgainet Canada at the commencement cf the
struggle. Wbat is now the Province of on .
tario contained nt the finie a population cf
Ouly 80.000, and Quebec cf 200,000. To de-
fend a frentier cf 1,700 miles in length there
Were lees than 5,000 regular troops cf ail
ýinds, only a third cf whom were etationed
fl the Upper Province, in wliich the buik

Of the figbting was done. These were sup.
liletnented by Canadian volunteers, ivbo
lllayed an important part in the war, but
Who were badly trained and worse armed,
tbcugh full cf spirit, energy, and patrictie
enthusiasm. That a population se snaîl,) se
Poor, aud soeatraggling should bave main-
tained for three 'years a succesa fui war
P~a;nsL an adj icent country with a popula.
tion cf tiglat millions. aud separated froni
ýhem by ne formidable natural barrier, je cf
ltRelf sufficient te stanip the episode as one
Of the moat iutereating in recent history.
1ýcr will the admiration which sncb a defence
18 calculated te excite be at ail dimainishied
Wben we turn our attention te t.he detaile
Of the war. Excellent geueralship, military
fOrtitude, and individual heroism meet..us
Ou every hand* lu the great majoritycf the
battles and skirmishes the Canadian troope
*ere victorieus over forces far more nurner.
9us than themselvea, and when defeated the
18nominy cf the disaster was generally miti-
î8ted by the reflection that it was due more
tý the cverpowering numbers cf the fée
'hani te any lack cf either skill or bravery on
their ewn side.

Three times, during the summter and au-
t4lrma cf 1812 were attempte made te invade
"tlcd conuer the Upper Province. The nt-
tetnpt ot General HBull to enter froni Detroit
reaulted, in the capture, by General Brcck.
Of himef, bis treops, bis stores, and tbefort in which he had taken refuge. A few
*eeks latter an effort te enter the Niagara
Ilnanula was made by Gen. Van Ranselaer,
tut hie army was repulsed at the batla cf
qtkeenstown Heigbts, where Brock was kill
eci. The insignificant movement cf General
ýeYth, with Lhe sanie objeot in view, closed

4efirst seasonls eperations. In 1813 the
'$trwas couducted on a more extended
84eand embraced a greater variety
engagements, thre principal cf which

Lhe eue whieh tuok plaee on Chry.m16C's far, ou the b-ank cf the St. Laiw.
,,C.The season had been disastrous for

th, Canadiane, The town cf York, now 'jO.
bçtto ad been captured. Fort George, atthrà 1QOutb of the Niagara, bcd been desttoy.

ed. The attack on Sackett's Ilarbour had
prcved a failure, and at the battie cf Mera
vian Town General Proctor had been defeat-
cd, and Tecumseh,his Shawanee ally, killed.
These auccesses led the invadiers te t hink cf
capturing Monitreal, and with this object in
vlew, while General Harrison remained te
comnplete the conquest cf Upper Canada,
General Hlampton was pisted nt Chateaugay
and General Wilkinson qrdered te descend
the St. Lawrence for the purpose cf effecting
a juncticn with him W ilkinson, after thrcat-
ening Kingston ivith on army cf nearly 10,.
000 mer,, teck bis flotilla down the river
without serious interruption, until he was
compeiled te land for the purpose ot mak-
ing preparatiens te rua the rapids,wbicb lay
between bum and tire ebject cf bis expedi-
tien. The iuvading force had been closely
foilowed by a hand fuI cf British treops under
Lient. Colonel 1Morrison, whe landed bis
mean andl drer; then i p in a higbly advant.
ageous position on Chrysler's farru. A skir-
ruish betiveen two e maIl bodies cf troope
brought on a general engagement, which
lasted frein early mcrning tili laie iii tb.
afternoon. Though describcd by General
Wilkinson aud many American historians as
a drawn battle, the Amnerican force left the
field in tire utmcost confusion, and the Brnitish
commander was only preventcd from tollow-
ing up iýis advantago by the exceeding
smallness cf bi3 force. General Wilkinson
wvithdrcw to a point a few iles down the
river, wbere he learned that Genieral lamp-
ton had been defeated by De Salaberry, and
forced te retire te Lake Champlain. Ile
then crossed te tire American aide, ârid. piac.
ed hie army in %vinter quarters.. l'he num.
ber cf casua[ties wvas very muchi greater on
the aide cf the invaders than on that cf their
pursuers, General Covington,ene cf the beet
of the Amenican oficers, being amongst the
siain.

Tbe battle F~C:~sc~tainu is iniport-
ant for its censequence rather than for vibat
iL was in itseîf. IL ivas oneocf tire ccuses
wbich operated te, sava Mon treal froni cap.
ture, and, coming at Lh. close cf a season cf
disasters, iL did muchi tu restoro public con-
fidence and enable those at the helna of
affaire te mako adequate preparation for the
next ycar's operations. But viewed simply
s a battle, the engagement is worthy cf at-
tention for the skili and bravery manifested
by tire Brnitish commander andi bi2 troope.
Se much is this the case that erle CriiiC bas
said cf iL: -"ý This battle is, in the estimation
cf military men, considered tire meest scien-
tiSc mailitary sfillir during the late war, f romi
f he professional skill, dispisycd iii tho ac.
tien by the adverse commanders ; and îvhen
we consider the prodigîcus preparations cf
the American Governiment for that expedi-
tien, with the failure cf which their hopes
cf conqnest vanished, tbe battle cf Chrys-
ler-'s Farm may probably bo classed as tire
meet importii and the besi fougbt that
took place during the re.ar."

Fioni British Coltimbia comaes tire news
that on June 13 th the U.S. steamer Saranac,
Captain Queen, was lest on Pender's Rock,
in Seymour (or Yaculta) Narrows cf John.-
stcne's Straits. An officer cf tire Navy, wbo
bas had probably more experience in these
waters than any other, and who bas repent-
ediy passed tbrcugh thig channel, informe3
us that iL je bard, with our present nigre
details cf the wreck, te accouant for the losa
cf* this sbip, except upon the bypotlies cf
tbe stupidity, gross ignorance, or carelese-
nese cf the pilot. The rock is exceediugly
well known, aud bas been markcd on the
charte at least since 1868. IL is a " bayoneL"

rock with about 18 feet on it, and is almeet
dircctiy in nid chanuel; but iL je avoided
with the greatest case by keeping cithen
sbore close to-the water being se bold that
a ship may run ber yard arme into the clifis
without toucbing the bottomn

Seymour Narcws are froni 700 te 1200
yards wide, and the pass or 1'reach" about
I miles long. In consequence cf tb. con-
traction in tire breadth cf Diseever Pass-
ages, otberwise known as part cf Johnstone' s
Straits, the tide rushes tbrough these nar-
rows with great velocity, as high as 10 knots
per heur at spring tides, and iL ie therefore
requisite te choose eitber slack water or the
early part cf favorable tide te pass througb,
as during the greateet strcngtb cf the cuir-
rent a bciling race extends acroes and eteer-
age becomes more or less diffleuit, The
shores cf the pass &re high and rùggedl, and
there is ne good. ancborage until Otter Cave
le renched-a distance of over 10 miles from
the rock on ivbich the ,Saranac struck. Shipe
as large as Il. B. M. ship Satellite, a veesel
considerabiy larger than the Saran'ic, have
patsEe 1 througb the pues repeatedly witbout
the amalleet difficulty. WVe shahl, therefore,
await the details cf thie Siranac's loas with
considenable intereet.

f he Saranac is a aide whcel, steamer, built
at thre Navy yard, Portsmouth, N. H., ut a
couet cf $400,000, and launched in 1818, and
is nt preBent classed as a 2nd rate, cf 1238
tons (2150 displacement>, and Il guns. She
bas been iu thc waters et tbe Pacifie ever
since 1857, wben she wient eut under the
comimand cf the late Captain John Kelly.
Iler bass recalls te mind the somewbat simi-
ian caue cf the U. S. steamer Suwanee loat
in Lone'rcea chrunnel, Sbadwell Pas, near
the nontheru end cf Vancouver's Island, in
1868. The difflerence, bcwever in tb. two
cases consiste in the Suiwanee striking ou a
cemparutively unknown rock, uumarked. in
thc, charts, while the Saranac was lest upon
eue pcrfectly well knewn. The Saranac
went dloin ini deep water, while the Suw-
anee's 6moke atack and 'bull lonlg remained
te mark tbe existence or the rock which
now bears b. naine in Loue Tree passage.-
US. Ârnu, and Navy Journal.

Tire steani capetan cf Admirai Porter's
terp)edo boat 4larm was tested ou the 21st
by Captain F. M. Barber, cf that vessel. A
four foldl purchase was ueed te run eut Lb.
gun (weighing, with the carniage, about .10,.
009 lbb,,) whieh was doue in eue minute.
Witb a two fold purchase it wae doue eut'in

138 seconds, and with a single whip it was rua
out in 15 seconds, and run in in 9 seconds.
W. congratulate Admiral Porter on having
the firet gun run in and eut by steam1 in
the U. S. Navy, and aIse iu baviug such liv.
officers as Meses. Barber, Paine, Haddeu
and Windsor. Tbougb this machine was de,
signed te, hoiet Lb. sncor oniy, these wide
awake officers have applied iL, aise, Le the
purpesecf handlingtLb.guns. l1he engineà
are under Lb. d.ek, are compos.d of two
cylinders, 5 iuches diameoter and 8 inoeo
stroke of piston, and ane conneot.d direetly
Le a spiral geai', Lb. wheel cf whioh is ou Lb.
spindle cf the cipetan sud Lbe wrorm upo 1n
the crauk sbaft. The wbeel hae 50 teeth
aud ] 'l inches pitcb. The engines madle 400
revolutions per minute and Lhe capstan "81
which will take in 8 fathoms cf chain per
minute. The enigine was designed by P. A.
Engineer Baird. Electria belle are being an.
ranged on board Lbe.Alarm, by Captain Bar.
ber, for signabling te the engin. reeni, to Lb.
magazine, sud Le Lb. torpede ban nod6n,, a]&
cf wbicb, automatically, repent back the
signais sent froni the pilot houe..- U. S.
Ariny and Navy Journal,
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