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T'o Conrrrsroxpexrs,—Letters addressed to
either the Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that one end
of the envelope should be loft open, and
at the corner the words “Printer's copy *’
sritten and a twvo or five cont stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the communica.
tion) placed thereon will pay the pastage

Moxirorartillery appaars to be the great
object of Prussian solicitude at present,
thoso used aro principally what are known
as ¢ Krupp Guns,” and are generally con:
structed of steel. Tho following notice re-
fors to tho latest improvements :—

«‘Che Borsenzeitung of Berlin, says that
besides tho new rifled 21 centimetre mortar,
which has been furnished to the German
siege train, two other monster guns are now
in,course of construction for siege purposes.
Onoig a 21 centimetre rifled coil gun, with a
projectile of 3501b,, and the othera 28 cen-
timetre mortar, with a ‘projectile of 450 1b.
weight. Iach of tho two divisiops of the
pioge train is to have forty of the 25 centi~
motre mortars, besides 360 guns of other
kinds, The 21 centimetre coil guns used on
board ship and on tho forts on the coast are
200-pounders, and will ulso bo availablo for
the stege train when required.  The heay-
iest gun hitherto used in a sisge on land
was the riflad 2l.centimetre mortar with
1801b. shot, Two only of theso were used he-
fore Strasburg, and four before Paris, The
GGerman army now has gt its disposal for
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siogo oporalions from 100 to 120 monsteri
guns of much greater calibvo than even tho
Sl.centimetro mortae, Tho new 21 centi.
molro siego gun was exhibited this year at
Vienna by thofirm of Krupp, togethor with
a 28 centiinotro howitzer,

Tho following particulars, fumished by
Commorcial Councillor Irupp tothe Impe ,
rial Admiralty regontly respecting the threo
new classes of guns for navy and coast da- l
fences, with which he proposes to supply
tho national nsmiments, namely 35-centi-
netro guns, 2S-centimetro guns, nnd 46~
centimetre, have roached the London Stand-
ard from trustworthy sources.  The heav-
iest gun hitherto constructed has Leen the
36-centimotro gun, or so called thousind-
pounder, which, when exhibited at the Daris
Lxhibition, aroused so much astonishment.
It is at prosont standing in a coast battery
at Kiel, In last year's [aternational Exhi-
bition (Viennn) the strongost gun exhibited
was tho 304 sentimetre, which is destined to
servo exclusiyely as n coast battery guu.'
Up tolhe present timo the heaviest gun used
in arming tho ironclads has been tho 24 cen-
timetro; and tho IXuiser Wilhelm, whoso
seaworthiness is  doubtful, is provided
with guns of that calibre. It is intended to
arm the new iron-clad (rigates, now building
at Samuda’s in London, with304 centimetre
guus weighing about 72,000 pounds, and
taking a charge of 120 pounds powder with
a 600 pound shell, This 00} cenimetro
gun, at short ranges, will picree the 14 inch
plates,and at 3,000 yawis the 6 inch plates;
while the 24-centimetre gun will only pene-
trate the 1(inch plates at shovt range. Thel
newly projected 40 sentimetro gun, how-.
ever, will, according to calculations the ac.:
curacy of which are indisputable, when load. .
ed witha charge of live cwt. prismatic powder,
and a shell weighing about a ton, piercon
20 inch platoat about 300 yards® -or metres’
--runge. The onlydifficulty at present stamd-
ing in tho way of constructing this gigantic
engine of war is tho setting up of a steam
hammer sufliciently powerful to weld toge-
thorinto a soiid mass the jolts of molten
steel poured together from the varous
melting pots in quantities of about 100
pounds. The heaviest hammer litherto
emp.oyed by Xrupp weighs over 100,000
pounds, and to mako the new gun a ham
mer will be required weighing at least 220
000 pounds. As Krupp's workshops and
foundries, which are built upon hollow
ground, might be seriously damaged by tho
working of such a hammer, it has been re-
solved to set the new practising range at.
Dulmen, ‘Tho w-ight of the new gun will,
be between 260,000 and 270,000 pounds.

—

We are indebted to the United States
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Ifonry found in an Xoglish Magazine of
moro thanu century ago, It contirms tho
Biblical saymg that thore is nothing new
under thosun, [lo must havo kunown all

'wo kuow on tho subject at, this day."”

Authentic Copy of*an cxtraordinary Proposul
privalely delivered at the houses of Persons
of distinction, in and about Jondon ; by u
Gentloman who wishes to put an end to the
edmeviedn war.

To all foreign Astsssaponrs, Nosresus, &o.

Lovers of their vespeotive Kings and
Countries, may now have an opportunity to
introduce & mast useful warlike invention,
therein top keep off all troublesomo eno-
mies, who duare presume to disturh their
rence, .

The art of War, discovered by mo Jouw
Crosg, for tho bonetit of that King who witl
givo mo employmont,

The particulas arc as follows .

sty To fix gunpowderin tho water, 1l a
ship or vessol should touch the same, it will
instantly bo ULlown up.—2d, to convey a
cannon along the botton of tho sen, and lire
the same at the distanco of one mile and
half from the land, undér a ships bottom.
3d, "To convey n floatink battery tho samo
distance from the lund, slong side of a ship,
aud fice balls into ber under the surfice of.
water.—1{h, I'o convey tha fixtures tho
same distance, along the bottom of the sea
which will catch ships mooring and drag
them on shore, ) ’

N. B, These inventions nre to bo made
use of, when an enemy’s shipping comes to
canonude or bombuard 2 town.

Fifth.—To fix gunpovder and bombsh sHs
under the carth, so thit when an enemy
treads on the same it will instantly blow up.
641, ‘To lix the same miterils undor tho
carth, so that when an enemy comes thore:
on, | will stwnd o miles from them, and
blow them up withoul using either match or
train.—75th, I'o fix 1he same materinls under
a gate, and by opening the same, a wholo
army mny be destroyed.—Sth, l'o fix the
s ne materisls under the Erwrth, mul when
encuies liNs up anything that [ my lay
theraon, will be blowa up,

Tuvso inventions may be mado use of
when an enemy is on their march.

Ninth, I havo also brought'to perfection a
moving battery,which is to be drawn by hi
ses, and it m»y reasonably be expected lifty
men can withstand one thousand men firing
cannons, small arms, hand gren-des, &e. &z,

I'his mvention is extremely useful
against an enemy when landing or in the
fisld of baitle. .

Zenth, I will fix a cannon upon a level

with the earth, agatnst the walls ot n town

Army and Navy Juurnal of the 14ith Feliu , or shipping that the greatest force of an ene:

ary, for the following article. The writer or ;
projectlor is certainly modest enougl, but he
does not intend to lnde his lights under a,
bushel. Qur contemporary's caption is
“Torpedoes a Century Od™  They are
over two centuries older than the mventor, '
from whom Captaln Warxocx about thikty.
threo years ag», appears to have taken at
least a hint:

¢ Hon. B. Moran, U. & Secretary of Le-
gation in London, has kindly forwarded to
Captain Jeffors, of the Naval Buraau of Urd-
nance, tho following inicresting scrap
which deserves preservation, llo says:

* I enclose herewith a very curious sketch
of certain inventions which Me, James Mc°l

my cannot dismount it or hurt any of tho
people belonging toit, andis as hundy to be
worked as & swivel, .

For this cannon I will take upon me t»
account for 1t to be the most masterly an |
wathike invention yet discovered. |

Por warlike ingenuily, I bid defiance to ull
the gentleaien u the scrvice of his Britanick
Magesty. 1 do not presumo to boast of my
own ment, only so tur I do acknowledgo I
put my inventions together, but God is my
instructor, #nd to himonly [owe my talents
who is tho giver of excellont gift; these:
foro I am resvlved they never shall be hid
in the earth; but shall with § lehty be ox-
tonded to the utmost of my power tode:
stroy tho encemies of that King who gives mo
bread. Should my inventions fall into the
han Is of cruel enemies, it would be better



