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The Century Fund Canvass.

INCE the meeting of the General Assembly little hias
Leen publicly said regurding the Century Fund, and
wo fear that not much has been done towards the

prosecution of the canvass either in ity or country. Tt i
to be hoped that with u resumption of congregational
activity in the autumn there will be also o vevival of effort
in this direction, so that the amount aimed at may be
guaranteed before the end of the ealendar year,

Tt is now quite abunduntly proved that the eall for a
million dollars did not over-estimate the ability of the
Church.  About one-half of the congregations hiave heen
eapvassed and alveady  very nearly SS0n,000 have heen
subseribed.  If the other half give in auything like equal pro-
portion it is obvious that e willion mark will be far wore
than reached.  ‘The only discouraging features so far have
been the disproportionate amounts subseribed by congresa-
tions for their own debts and the absence of large contribu-
tions from our wealthier members. It was, perhaps, not to
be wondeved at, however, that congregations with debts
should have been the first to take advantage of the move-
ment aud that our men of wealth should wait for the
action of the rank and file before determining the amount
of their own «ifts.  Now that the success of the movement
is practieally assored they ean be approechied with more
conlidence, and the appeal to their liberality is likely to
meet with a readier respontse,

In order that interest and aetivity may be stimu-
Iated the matter should veceive prominent notice at the
approaching meetings of Presbytery.  Bach Preshytery
should take measures to find out what has been done and
orgamve in some fashion for the presentation of the canvass
in congregations that have so far dune littlo or nothing.
There ought to be no valid reason for further delay in any
single case.  Unless the work be done in the immediate
future it will never be done at all.  The members of every
congregation in the Chureh, whatever its circumstances,
ought to have, at least, the oppurtunity of sharing in this
great forward movement with which the new century is to
be apened.  None can afford to miss the blessing which it
is fitted to bring.

In most eases the canvass can best bo conducted by the
congregation’s own organization, if they only undertake it
in an carnest spirit.

hesitate about lendmyg thew aid in order that it may he
made a suceess,  The cluim of the common fund, at any
rate, 15 50 closely associated with the spiritual life of the
Church that the presentation of it is as much a means of
grace as anything else they can undertake. They cin
present it with a goad grace also, seeing that they have so
nobly lod the way.

Where the congregation for any reason is unwilling to

The appeal is one of such an excep-
. s . 1
tional nature that the ministers and elders ought not to |

" push the canvass through its own office heavers the Presby
tery should arvange to have some of its members lend  the
assistance thuat may be necessary, or seeure the services of o
subagent.  But it should be made clear that this is only
the second best thing to do. ‘The permanent value of this
effort i going to depend very largely on its spontancity,
If every office beaver will only lend n hand with o little
cuthusiasm aud good will, the desived result will scon be
attaired and by next Assembly we can havea great thanks-
giving any to rejoice over the success of the enterprise, and
plan for larger things in all our future work.

VYW
A Rallyving Day.

TTMIE Subbath Schools that have been so sorely depleted

l during July and August are filling W again, but
there are always some who do not come back premptly, and
others who do not come back at all. 1t is not possible to
lessen this drain wpon the teaching staff, aml upon the
membership of the classes? Is it not enough that the
teacher shall be in his or her place promptiy on the firdt
Sunday in September, and shall take up the thread of the
lesson plan again. "There should be an honest effort on the
part of the wiited workers to win baek again those who
have a0t come back of their own accord. Tt hurts more
than the wanderer to feel that his absence from the school
does not much matter.

Rallying Day has become a feature of many of the
schools in the United States, and has been adopted by some
of the most progressive schools in our own Dominion. I it
is tuken up with enthusinsn Rallying Day may hecome one
of the most helpful features in the year's work,  Canadians,
and especinlly Presbyterian Canadians, it would seem, take
{ all things deliberntely, and steadily march through what was
{ intended to I~ earried through with o double-quick move-
ment.  If we will enter with & certain amount of abandon
into the spirit of rallying our forces for another season’s
work, it will mean for our schools no loss of stability, anda
greatly increased force and enthusiasm,

The last Sabbath in September has been chosen as
Rallying Day in the United States, and also in Canada,
where the feature hias been taken up.  Ttis the Review Day
for the third quarter, and it has been customary to havo
. something different from tho ordinary service on that day.
Why not plan that this special Zeature shall be a rallying of
the forces, an outline of the work that lies ahead, a stimu
lating plan for carrying this work forward that shall, as it
is unfolded, enlist tho sympathy and hearty co-operation of
the whole school 2 Not set service, prepared by one who
does not know tho conditions of the individual school, will
meet the need.  ‘The best service will e one planned by the




