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faith in Him. Wo must turn and look upon Him who was ** deliv-
ored to death for our offences, and rose again for our justiflcation,”
and beliovo that in answer to our prayers all the benefits of Christ's
death will be bestowed upon us, Ina word, one's Christisnity
must bo a Jiviog thiog, carncat aud sinoore. Thero must boreality
aud heartinoss in our sorvices of God, and a living not to oursclves,
bot to Him that died for us and rose again.

Ard what is this bot saying that wo must bo God-fearing,
Christ-loving men and womon, not ashamoed to confess Christ
before men, baut dotermined, firmly resolved, to renouncoe angodli.
ness and worldly lusts, and to lead a godly, rightcous and eober
life. The good and holy man and woman enjoys the peace of God,
e who gives himsell to prayer and praise, who walks uprightly
in tho foar of the Lord, canuot fail to enjoy muach of this bleseod”
note. A life marked by pinty and devotion is tho best gaarantce
for its possession.

DO YOU SEEK IEACE?

The Psalmist-tells us, ** Great is tho peaco that they have who
lovo Giod’s law.” Make His law your study and delight. To
gearch the Scriptures, to read and make a study of tho sacred word,
prayiog at tho same time that God would open our eyes to sce tho
wondrous things of His law.

Do you seek Teaco? Listen to St. Paul as ho writes to the
Philippians, * Be careful (anxious) for nothing: but in overything
by prayer and supplication with thanks-giving lot your rcquest be
made known unto God; and the peaco of God which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Jesas
Christ,” A lifo of prayer is pre.emincently a life of peaco. To
faithful prayer, both private and public, are attached the most
precious promises. Communion with the God of peaco cannot fail to
bring down the promiscd olessing. Thou when thou prayest, enter
into thino inncr chamber and having shut thy door, kneet down
where no eyo but God’s is upon you, with a humble contrite spirit
pray to tho Father which secth in secrct, and He shall recompenso
theo with the blessing of poace.

Truo peaco is to be found in turaing to the Cracified and risen
Saviour, and considering in our inmost sonl, His exceeding love,
as shown by what ITe suffered for our gske. It is to be found in
true penitenco—not in earthbly excitement or pleasure or in the
waya of the world ; not even in working ourselres up into fancicd
feeling of security, but in humbling ooraclves undsr ths hand ot
God and trustiog entirely in His mercy throogh Christ.

It is to be found in a faithful avd boly life. ¢ Thersis no
peaco to the wicked.” To be carnally-minded is death; but to be
spiritually-minded is lifo and peaco. The parc in beart, the
hawmble and contrite, ths loving, tho meek, the forgiving ; they that
huoger and tbirst after righteousness, theso alons can enjoyit. It
will come gradually and increasingly, falling day by day npon the
soul like the dew of heaven, relroshing the weary spirit and sas.
tainiog the inner life. * Thou wilt koep bim in perfect pesce
whose mind is stayed on thee.” He who looks {0 God and walks
with Xim, sooner or later inds by happy cxperionoe that the wayS
of wisdom ‘‘are ways of pleasantress and all her paths aro peace,s
bo will find that however sorcly bo is beeot with trials, it is always
true that ¢ the work of rightcousness quictness and assurance for
ever.” * Then woro tho desciples glad when they saw the Lord.”
Ho who becamo dead and iz alivo again, longs for our galration,
and looga fo give reat, yea, joy and gladness to our somls. Lot
Him ses the travail of His soul and be satiefied. He bas words of
poaco for cach, let there bo a snitablo retponee in the heart of
tach,

*Condenced by permission, from an address delivered March ©Sth.
A CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TENTH LEGION.

Tho Iatest advance in the Christisn Eudeavor Society is the
formation of s National Tenth Legion, to promote systematic
giving. For somo tims there bas botn among New York city
Endeavorors, an organizsticn called the Tenth Legion. Ia this
are includoed all the New York Endoavorers and their frisnds who
promise to give at least & tenth of tkeir incomo to tho Lord. The
movement grew rapidly in popalazity and power, and frequent
calis wero hoard for a wider extension of tbo scheme. Now the
United Society has formally adopted it, and has establithed at
hoadquarters, 646 Washinglon streot, Boston, s confidential roll of
all persons who promiao to give at least a tenth of their income to
religions objocts. Full information can be obtained by applying
to Secretary Basr, Boston, Mass.

The motto of the Tenth Logion is ** Unto God tho things which
aro God'e.” The movemant is designed to promoto among yoang
Christians everywhero, systomatic and proportionate giving to
God. Tho United Socisty's cfficers aro urging lossl Christisn
Eundeavor societios and nniors to take up this sabject and prosas it
stroogly upou the mind o? all Endeavorsrs.
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PAUL'S AFFECTION FOR THE THESSALONIANS.
(For May 23rd—Selections from 1 and 2 Thessalomans®).
BY REV. PHILIP A, KORDELL, D. D.

The roturn of Timothy to Corinth with good nows from the
Church in Thessalonica was moat gratifying and comforting to Vaul.
Every cffort on his part to revisit that Church had failed, and now
the work in Corinth had assumed proportions that demanded not
only his own constant supervision, but tho asistance of Timothy
and Nilas as well. ‘Timothy thereforo covld not bo spared to return
to Thessalonica. But the news brought by him, whilo in the main
occasioning deep thankfuluess, showed also that tho Church necded
council and guidance. Accordingly Paul dotermined to wilte to
them, a dotermination which moant the beginniog of a new epoch
in tho Apostle’s carcor. For it marked the beginning of that series
of immortal lotters which the Christian Church has in every subse-
quent age regarded as, noxt tho Goapels, tho most valuablo legacy
bequeathed to thoe werld by the apostolic church. This wasa style
of comnposition which, much more than that of a formal treatise,
adapted itself to Panl’s peculiar temperament, since it gave iree
play to his emotions, and pormitted almost as much familiarity as
personal intercourse.

PAUL’S JOY OVER TOE THRSSALONIANS.

The first Epistle to the Thessalonians is largely devoted to
Laul’'s personal relations to that Church. Ho tells of tho joy which
their ateadfast faith had given him and shows that by their faithful-
ness they had not only proved their own divine clection, but that
the Gospei is the power of God to Selvation. In their conversion
from tho servico of idols to tho scrvice of God their zeal and
devotion had become 8o conspicuous as to occasion profound grati-
tudo and joy in overy community where tho name of Christ was
koown, Tho fact that the Apostle felt it needful to inaiat on his
disicterestedness in preaching tho Gospel makes it probable that
Timotby had told him of the efforts of his Jowish coemies to turn
tho minds of tho converls away from him by the suggestion that he
was covetous, and found it much easier to stroll around from placo
to placo and get his living out of hard-working men snd women,
than lo stay in ono place and work at Lis trade. For a complete
refutation of this slander he is able to tura to tho well-known facts
of his ministry. Ho reminds them bow he had toiled night and day
80 that he might not becomo a burden to any of them. Then,
fearful, apparently, leat his enforced flight from Thessalonica at the
breaking out of persecution might be interproted as a desiro to save
himseif and to leave his converts in tho lurch, ho tells how earnestly
he had desitod to raviait them, how intenso hisanxiety was to know
of their welfare, and how to this end ho had been willing -to be left
alonoe in a strango city in order that he might send Timothy to them.
Ho dwells with profound satisfaction on the relief from distress
and affliction experiznced through the tidiogs brought by Timothy
of their fai*a and love, and of their touching loyalty to himself,
They were convorts from heatheniam in its most corrupt forms.
All their foimer lives bad been steoped in ita pollutions. It is mo
wonder, then, that the Apostle felt it needful to warn them against
yiclding to some of the common vicea which their heathen neighbors
looked upon with indifference.

THE COMING ACGAIN OF CItRIST.

Ono themo of great practical, and at the samo time doctrinal,
importance comes up for troatment in this Epistle. That the early
Church was filled with an expoctation of the wpeedy return of
Christ to judge the world and to catablish His Memianic kingdom
is clear from numerous passages in tho Now Teatament. That Panl
shared this belief is also cloar from hia instractions to the Tl eesa-
lonians. His words uniistakably imply that he included b moelf
among thoss who cxpocted to be ** alivo tnd left unto the ccuing of
tho Lord.” At this Comioy the evils and wrongs which had been
inflicted on the persccuted Church woald be set right. Bat in that
caze would not thoso who had died before the Cuming loas $heir
reward, and their aharo in that glorious consummation? Sach foars
paturally disturbed those among whom this themo of the Second
Coming had been o conspicuous doctrine. I’aul quieted theso foar
by the assurance of a resarrection of those who had fallon asleep in
Christ, so that they with thoro then living might together groet
the returning Lord, and bo with Him forever. SNuch anticipations
of a apeedy return were calculated to unsettle many minds. If the
end «f all things is at hand, what is tho noed of burdening onceelf
with carthly toil and care? \Why not relinquish oncscll to the
more delight{ul task of idle waiting for the Lord? Such inference
from tho languagoe of the first lettor lod ’aul Lo wrilo another in
which ho corrects thia ahuss of that glorions hope, and inticmates

*An Exposition of Lesson 21 in Tks Bidle Stxdy Uniox Swxday
Stchool Lessons on ' The Thres Grsas Aposiles.”




