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THE HYMNALS,

CORRESPONDENT inanothercolumn asks
somequestionsof usrespectingthe publication
and sale of the Presbyterian hyminals, which, in
the interests of the Church, we shall endeavour
to answer, We may state that we have had
many enquities upon the same matter duting the
t few months, but for obvious reasons we
ave'refrained from making any refercnce to the
matter, in'the daily expectation that the inform
.stioni "which our correspondents have sought,
.and a.Presbyterian’public is entitled to receive,
would be furnished by the present publishers
through the ordinary channcls of trade. But as
several months have elapsed without the full
price list of the hymnals under the new contract
being published, it "may not be inexpedient to
supply such nformation as we happen to have
upon the matter, presuming, if we arein errorin
any particular, w shall be promptly corrected.
Before answering the questions addressed to us,
it may not be uninteresting to our rcaders to
state briefly the history of the recent- arrange
ments for the publication and sale 7 the
hymnals.

Last spring, in the month of May, the then
Hymnal Committee decided to invite tenders for
the printing and publishjng of the various
hymnals, 2nd as it was thought best in the inter-
est of the consumer and the retail dealer gener-
ally to invitc tenders from Presbyterian wholesale
publishersonly, tenders wercinvitedfrom the only
three houses in the Donunion, that could pro-
petly come under the designation, viz,» —=Messrs,
Mcércgo: & Knight, of Halifax ; M. C. Blac:
kett Robinson, Toronto, and the Presbyterian
News Co., Toronte. The Dresbyterian News
Co., Toronto, 1n good faith began the prepara.
tion of a tender.  In the meantime a prominent
retail bookseller of Montreal, Mr, William Drys-
dale, interviewed 2 number of the members of
the Hymnal Committee and urged the desizability
of throwing open the tender to the entite trade
wholesale and retail.  Representations were also
made to the hymnal committee that the time
allowed for making the tender was insutficient,
The tender of the Presbyterian News Co., of
Toronto, however, was prepared and was placed
in due time in the hands of the Convencr of the
committee. The committee met and decided
not to open the tender submitted, but to refer
the whole matter of the publication of the
hymnals to the new committee to be appointed
at the ensuing meeting of the General Assembly,

At the mecting of the General Assembly in
June last, the Convener of the Hymnal Commit.
tee brought up the matter of the publication of
the hyminals and asked the Assembly to add four
laymen ** <killed in business,” 1o assist in making
arrangements 197 the publication of the hymnals
by a new contractor. The Assembly consented
to this proposal, and reappointed the old com-
mittee with the addition of the four new mem
bers above refered to.

Immediately on the appointinent of the new
committee, while the Assembly was sull in
scssion, such of the members present at the
Assembly as could be got together were con-
vened, and a special  sub commuttee was ap-

pointed with full powers, as it aficrwards ap- |

peared, to arrange and detenimine all ma.rers
respecting the publication of the hymnals.  Sev-
eral members of the gencral commitice as
appointed were not present atthe Assembly and

no opportunity was given them clther to delegate
or 1efuse 1o delegate their functions to a sub-
committee ; and of thase membeis present at
the Asserably, two at feast were unable to attend
the meeting of the Hymnal Committee, being
engaged on pressing business on othet commit.
tees. Wo understand that several members of
the general hymnal committee remalned for sev-
eral months §n complete ignorance of the
armangements that had been made, and wete
expecting 1o be summoned to receive the report
of the sub.commitice, and only lesrned that
their functions bad been s perseded by the de-
cision of the fwperium in inperiv as mentioned
by oue correspondent.  Asa matter of fact there
has not, we understand, been a mceting of the
Hymnal Comnittee,as a whole, for neatlya year,
the reason alleged being that theze is nothing
for the committee to do, although 1n the interim
the contract for the publication of the hyainals
for the next seven years has been awarded.

‘The Asscmbly rose in June, and in the month
of September following an announcement was
made in the religious press of the Church, that
the Hymnal Committce was prepared to receive
tenders for the tight of printing, publishing and
selling the hymin books of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, according to certain fornw
and specifications.

For the infonmation of our readers we give
such portions of the form of tender supplied to
us as will cable them also 1o answer our corres-
pondent’s questions i—

*To the Rev. John Jenkias, LD, snd the Rev.

William Gregg, I.D,, Joint Convenors of the I{ym-

nal Committee of the General Assembly of the Presly.

terfan ¢burch In Cancda, herelnafter called sthe
CoL muttee,"

*The undersigned, hereinafter called the Conteactor,
hercby offers to print, rul-lhh snd sell the hyain books
repated by you, and of which the copypright lur €anada
¢ in your pames, al the 7etail prices to the consumer men.
tioned in the annexed schedule, for a period of seven
years frora the fizst day of January, 1856, upon the follow.
L terms and condllions =
: e :& T'hﬁ 1.::0\u are lo be prolducc\l li_a lh}' editions and
o and with the appeztarnce, style, quality o 1, Lype,
ink, binding amd l:;r:neul e'm’ut&:? sm{ﬁed‘?np‘l?:c sald
schedule,”

*The market (n Canada 15 1o Le hept supplied with
the said books for s¢ven years from the first day of Janus
aty, 1856, In sucha manner that the sanie mayat all times
be proccred by persons tequiring them from retall dealers
throughout the Dominion at tbe prices named in the said
schedule,”

Varous partics we understand made tender,
among these the Presbyterian News Co., To-
ronto. ‘This Company based their calculation
upon the understanding that all the specifica
tions in the form of tender would be strictly
adheted to and enforced. ‘The Presbyterian
News Co. was prepared to supply to the con
mittee at the retail prices mentioned in their
schedule, the various bymnals from the 15t day
of January, 1886, What these prices are may be
seen below 1 —

1 Thirty ive ¢ent. hymnal, 30 cents; bound in
morocco, 65 cents. (o

2, The same with psalter, cloth, 68 cedta; leathef,
$1.00.

3. llymnal, 16mo., 8 cents.

4- Same with pualter, 1§ cents.

§. Foolscap 8vo , cloth, 50 conts ;3 Jeather, $1.00.

6. Hymnal with music, 64 cents ; leather, $1.2¢.

7. Isalter and hymnal with tanes, 8vo. cloth,, $1.25;
leather, 81,75,

8. Children's hymnal, § cents,

¢. Children's hymnal, harmonized, 3¢ centr
s 10. 1{ymnal with muske, tonic salfs, 65 centt ; leathes,

1.2

Including & royalty of 10 pet cent. onall books printed,
better paper and binding being guaranteed.

It gocs without saying that if this Company
had been led o understand that the old prices
were to prevail after January the 1st, 1886, they
might possibly have made a tender even “more
advantageous ¥ than the one they offered.

But 10 continue. Although sevemal months
have elapsed since the date fixed for finally re-
cewving tenders, the Presbyterian News Co,,
Toronto, has not yet received the ordinary
courtesy of an intimation from the Committee
whether said tender was accepted or rejected.
They learned, as our correspondent has learned,
from a short paragraph in the city column of a
secular newspaper, in which the call for tenders
was not advertised, that the contract was
awarded to Mr. C. I. Robinson, whose tender
“was considered to be on the whole the most
advantageous.” ‘This statement is further con-
firmed, 1n part, by an announcement tn the
Canada Prebylerian, regading two of the
hymnals over the names of Messrs. Robinson
and Drysdale, who now appear as Joint -Pub.
lishers,  We are now able to answer, at least, in
part, * Presbyter's ” questions, and this we shall
proceed to do

1. We are of opinion that the new publishers
of the Hymnals of the Presbyterian Church in
Canadas, are Messrs. William Drysdale, the well
known retail bookseller of Montreal, and Mr. U
Blackett Robinson, the wellknown publisher
of Dr. Gregg's * History of Presbyterianism,”
“Ths History of the County of York,” and
other subscription books. .

2. If the tender was awarded in terms of the
printed form supplied to us, and at prices the
same ¢t lower than those named in our sched-
ule, the pricg, of the Hymnals should, since
the 15t of January, 1886, have been very much
lower than formerly.

3 But although several months have elapsed
since the awarding of the tender, it is impossi-
ble for us to state what the price of the hymnals
now should be, as the complete pnce hist has
not been published
4 [Purchasers, as far-as we can ascertain, are
compelled to pay the old prices,

s. We cannot say if the new publishers can
be compelied 1o do anything unless there is
some powet to compel them.

6. We would strongly advise * Presbyter’
and all others who are contemplating the pur.
chase of new ilymnals to demand that they be
supplicd at prices named jn the successful
tender. '

“ Presbyter * and the J\ubllc generally have a
good tight to be informed, at the carlicst possible
moment, what Is the new price list of the
Hymealy, and why it was not published in time
to give cffect to the form of tender ssued by
the Hymnal Committee.
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THE TRAVELLING EVANGELIST,

N interesting dizcussion, it has transpired,
has occupicd the attention of the Presby
tenian Ministerial Association of Toronto at its
two last meetings, on the advantage of speaial
revival services as a means of fostening the spin-
tual life of our congregations, and the advisabitit
of sccuring the help on such ocearions of travel.
hing evangelists, At oncof these mectings the
Association, we undeistand, had the benefit of
the experience of the Rev, I, H. Matling, of New
York, and at both the cily ministers expressed
their views wn the light of their past experiences
with great benefit 10 one another,

With regard to the {;cncml question of the
advantage of occasional revival services thete
was no desire to lay down a hard and fast line
cither one way ot the other, cach pastor holding
himsclf free to be guided in that matter as the
Spirit scerved to indicate, but at the samne time
the dangers connected with such services were
clearly sct forth.

First, attention was called to the state of
matters with tegard to such mecetings in the
United States and in the Mcthodist churches in
our own country, It was stated that i many
churches in the United States no increase was
looked for cxcept at these revival seasons,and that
these were arranged for periodicatly as part of
the Church machinery ; and that in consequence
of this a large part of the year in such churches
was entirely barren of resulis. The fact was
noted also that in & * Canadian churches where
such means are not relied upon for increasing
the membership the number added last year was
very much laiger in proportion to our strength
than the Presbyterian Church in the United
States.  With regard to our Methodist friernds it
was casy to sce that the system of periodic
revivals s more essential to the keeping up of
their effective strength than it is with us. They
believe in * falling away,” and thercfore they
need to convert many of their people very often.
They also belicve 1n the advantage of high
emotional excitement in order to produce what
they consider conversion.  Hence the power of
the ¢‘Boy Preacher” and others who have reduced
the revival system to an exact science, and who
can promise you at the price of onc hundred
dollars per week a thousand: convents in a given
definite time and fulfil their promise if only you
leave them free to carry out their plans. An
one who has powers equal to the task can wor
up a revival so called.  Let him be advertised
as a " Boy Preacher” or a'* Converted Prize.
fighter," or under some equally attractive cogno-
men let him secure a church which can be heat-
ed 0 that when it is crowded the people will be
perspiring in their scats, let them be provided
with geod music and rousing tuncs, let the
preacher come farward with the boldness that
commands success, and order the front scats to
be cleared for the crowd of converts whom he
announces he intends to secure that night, thea
let him proceed with all the strength of lung and
power of cmotion at his command, and the
papers will tell next day the wonderful results—
and the travelling evangelist is always in the
papers—and the crowd will increase every night,
and when the last night comes the total result will
be summed up, and the cvangelist disappear from
the scene, and the world be led to wonder what
has become of the convetts, and how there seems
to be no more room required in the church than
before. We hold that there may be all this ex
citement without'a genuine work of God's Spirit,
and that there may be a glonous work of the
Spirit without any objectionable manipulation,
and that the spiritual dife of a church is healthier
which is gathering in all the time by twos and
threes rather than placing dependence upon a
spasmodic effort once of twice in the year.

On the other hand it cannot be questioned
that there is a tendency towards coldness amd
formalism in all churches, which may make a
seriesof continued mectingsadvantageousattimes
and productive of onlygood results. Thishasbeen
the experience of many of our mimsters, and we
believe that this winter, in many of our congre.
gations, such mectings have been held with very
marked results both in the quickening of the
spiritual life of belicvers and the conversion of
sinners,  We have, therefore, not a word 1o say
against the adoption of such means when the way
seeme open,but we see no reason why the spiritual
life displayed by mimsters and people during
such meetings should not continue and all be as
carnest in winningsoulsafter the meetingsare over
as while they were in progress. e cannot
have meetings all the year round every night in
the week, but we can have all our usual seevices,
revival serviees in the truest scnse,

‘The other branch of the subjectw=the employ-
ment of travelling " evangelist "—led to some
sad acoounts of stafe and diviston ansing ott of
the bringing of * cvangelists " into the congre-
gations of our Church, and emphasising the veny
areat need of exercising care in: giving our
pulpits to unapproved or unknown men. Who-
ever 1s brought to help in such work -the pastor
should obviously kecep entire control of the meet.
ings and sce that ho extravagances are'indulged

in which might prove injutious. “We fail 16 sce
why our pastors should not be able for ths

wotk themsclves. If they stand iIn the nght
retation to the pecple their words will have moré
weight than those of tho stranger, und thelr ex-
perience and intimate know!cﬁgc of the people
should clothe them with a power as cvangelists
none other could exercise.  We belleve if our
lnslom were ready to trust the Lord to use them
n the conversion of sinners there would be
wonderful results in many of aur congregatlons
where thero has been a faithful and diligent sow
ing of the good sced.

“'I'ne L. P Stone Lectures,” 1886, have just
been delivered at Princeton Theological Semin.
ary by the Rev. J . McCurdy, Ph. 12 of Uni.
vensity  College, Toronto.  'The subject was
“ The Assynian and D;hzloman Inscoptions,”
with special reference to the Old Testament. A
glance at the folioming programme witl serve to
show the value of these fectuzes to all students
of Hililical history, and lead all interented inthe
training of our young men for the ministry to
concur in the opinton which we have heard ire-
3uently expressed, that it would be extremely

csirable to hear them repeated in our theologi-
cal halls. It 15 quite probable that some
arrangements could be effected to secure tlug
desirable objeet without much expense to the
colleges.  ‘The following were the special topics
and days . I. Wednesday, Feb, 24th, at 12 nheme
Peoples, Countrics and Citics of the Old Teuta-
ment, and the Monumenis : to illustrate chicfly
Gen. x.  IL Thursday, Feb. 25th, at 12 m.—
General Sketch of Babyloman and Assyrian His-
tory. III. Friday, I'cb. 26th, at Y M-
Cwilization, An, Language and Lileratuce of
Assyria and Babylonia ; Biblical parallels : illus.
trating chiefly the opening chapters of Gengsis.
IV, Monday, March tet, at 12 ;. —Old Testa-
ment Elistory and Prophecy and the Monuments.
Abraham . the kingdom of Israel. to thiustrate
Gen.xii, xiv.) 1 Kingsxw.;2 Kingsxviit 12;Hosea ;
Amos ; Micak i.y,; Isaiah viisix, xv.xvii.,
xxviit. V. Wednesday, March 30, at 12 n.—
Old Testament History, et ‘Lhe Kingdom of
Judah to the Retreat of Sennacherib+ 2 Kings
xv,+xx,; 2 Chron, xxvi.-xxxn.;Isaiahi.-«., xx., xxi1,
axix-xxxiioxxxvixxxix, VI Friday, March sth,
al 1am.—Old Testament History,ctc.,to the cnd
of the Babylomsh Exile. 2 Kings xxi-xxv., 2
Chron. xxxin.-Fzra L; Isaiah xiln, xiv., xvi,
xix., xxi, xxiii.,, xI,-xlviii.; Jeremiah xxi.-xl., xivi-
lit; Ezckiel xxvi-xxxii,; Damel iovi; Nahum;

Zcphaniah,

.

‘Tue opposinon to Home Rule among all
scctions of Protestantism in Ireland continues
with unabated vigour, A Dublin dispatch of
the sth inst., states .—* A deputation of Presby-
terians to-day presented to the Earl of Aber-
decen, the Lord-licutcnant, an address of
welcome on behall of the General Assembly,
The address assures the Government of the
unswerving loyalty of the Assembly, and nsists
that the maintenance of the union in 1ts fullest
integrity is essertial to the peace ot [reland.
It declarcs that half a million Lrish Presbyterians
will oppose to the utmost any attempt to sever
the union. Lord Aberdeen replied briefly, say.
ing be hoped that at no distant date an ¢ra of
peace would be inaugurated in Ircland.” In
this connection the opinion of the historian
Froude, who has recently been invited to visit
Belfast and deliver a lecture on the present state
of Ircland, is worth quoting : *‘The present
state of things is the incvitable consequence of
all that hasgone before, Etwill end asthe 1641
business ended, of the 1699, or the 1793, The
anarchy wilt grow till it becomes intolerable.
* John Bull* will then put on his boots, and will
do as he did before.  What may happen in the
mterval 1 do not pretend to guess. You in
Ulster 1 hope 1o sec holding your own ground,
Stand steady whaterer comes,  ‘The real England
is aslecp just now. She will wake before long,
and will then know what to do.”

Here is a news item from a Toronto duly of
a few days ago which will give any Protestants
who may be inclined to parley with the smooth-
tongued Archbishop, a notion of the bill of fare
to which he invites them :

The concludieg sermon of the mission at St Pateick’s
Chureh, William street, was delivered it pight Ly the
Rev. Father Beal, of the Order of Kedemptonst Fathers,
The church was crowded ; men only were present,  Re.
forc the sermon the preacher stated that this (Monday)
evening the Pope's blening would be read, glving plenary
indolgence to all wha have attended the wisslon, The
valae of the blessing consists In the doctrine that woul
committing mortal “sin the recipients would, in cse of
death, avoud the pains of purgatory, As a sequelto the
miuion, high mass for thz souly in !:rgalory of relatives
of those attecding the missdon will be celebrated to mor-
row rmorning,  In the evening a sermon toboth sexes will
be delivered descelbing the condition of the soals In pur.
E:toty. At the coclusion of the seemon a society is to

orq‘amzd to maintain tegular masses for the dead
throughout the year. The topic last night was, ** What
God can perform by 1lis essente the Yigin Mary can
obtain by herintercesslon,' The first part of the sermon
war devoted to establishing the power of the Virpin
Mary. The preacher (n proof stated thatone of the anuse
sionaries conlucting the service was two yesrs ago miras
culouuly cuted frorm plestity while prayiog to the Vitgn,
The preacher ia concluding, dwelt upon the mercy of the
*' Queen of Heaven”

Tius is what the N, Y. Chrestian Advecate,
the leading paper of the U, S. Methodist Epus-
copal Chutch, says of our Churzh: “We
rejoice in the prosperity of the Presbyterians ;
we consider them the most soltd butwark against
hetesies, fanaticism, and absurdity of all kinds
in this country.” Could not our neighbour the
Guardian s¢¢ cye 10 cyc with the Adreeate and
ceasc to see in I'resvytenmanism only occasions
for long arucles contrasting the merits of Cal-
vinism and Arminianism. 10 the disadvantage
of the formete=the Grardian's idea of Calvinism,
as Mr. Middlemiss has conelusively shown, being
hased upon absurd misconceptions.
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