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The Presbyterlan Review.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

OONDUOTED BY 8, JOHN DUNOCAX-QLARK.

Worntp's O. E. Praven Omax, Bunsxor ror JuLy :—'‘Pray
that tho fellowship typiflied by tho Christian Endeavor movement,
based upon fidelity to Chriss and loyalty to one’s own Church may
prevail, and thal it may be greatly promoted by the International
Convention at Washington.

Books and Reading.
DAILY READINGS.

First Day—Read to romember—Prov. iii. 1-6.

8econd Day—Read underatandingly—Neh. viii. 1-8.

Third Day—Read zealously—Acts viii. 26-39.

Fourth Day—Burn the bad books—Avcts xix. 13-20.

Fifth Day—Chooas wise booka—Ecol. xii. 8-14.

Sixth Day—The Book of books—2 Tim, iii. 10-17.

Priyzr Mxxrinag Toric, July 19—Bo0xs AXD READIXG ; HOW TO

OET GOOD TRERRPROM.— Prov. iii. 13 23; 1 Tim. iv. 13.

Booxus. —Next to mon themsolves, books are either tho greatest
friends or the groatest enomies of mankind. Books are not mere
aggregations of pages in pastoboard covers, books sro concrete
thought, and since thought iz at the foundation of character, and
the source of action, their relaticn to human aflairs is of the
greatest importance. For this reason one shounld be as careful in
choosing his books, as ho iz in sclecting his lifo companions.
Ruskin in his beautiful exsay entitled ¢ Sesame and Lillies,” which
I would advise every one to read, divides booksinto two great
clazscs, the books of the hour, and the books of all time ; each of
these he again subdivides inlo good and bad. The good of both
clazses have their place and purpose to fulfil. The one is useful
for the moment, telling us perhaps tho faets of passing events, ur
happily and healthfully whiling away the weary hour. Bat they
are not to be counted as ** books™ in the fullest senss of the word,
they are merely the multiplications of the pleasant talk of some
person whom wo could not otherwise hear. ¢ A book ia written™
says Ruskin *“not to multiply the voice merely, not to carry it
merely, but to preserve it. The author has something to say
which he perceives to be true and usaful, or helpfally boantiful.
So far a3 ho knows, no one has yet 3zid it ; 20 far s he knows, no
one elao can say it. He is boand to aay it, clearly and melodiously
if ho may ; clearly, at all cvents. In the sum of his life ho finds
this to be the thing, or group of things, manifest to him ;—this tho
piece of true knowledgs, or aight, whicb his ahare of sunshine and
earth has parmitted him to siege. He would fain set it down for-
ever ; ecgrave it on rock, if he could ; saying, ¢ This is the best of
mo; for the rest, I ate, and drank, and alept, loved and hated like
another ; my life was as the vapor, and is not; bnt this I saw and
knew ; this, if anything of mine; is worth you memory.) Thatis
his ¢ writing ;' it is, in his amall human way, and with whatever
dcgree of truo inspiration is in him, his inscription or Scripture.
That is a *BooE.’” These are wize words, and words Lo be heeded.
Let us coltivate tho friendship of good books for all time, giving
them first place in our reading, and allowing the books of the hour,
good though they be, to stand ns men chancs companions, plaasant
for the gostip of a passing moment.

Rrupnio. —Readiog isanart that mustbocaltivated. To asnder-
stand tho surface meaning of certain wordsin certain orderis not to
read. To readistoget at tho writer’s thooght, andthe first quoa-
tion to settlobefore reading ia whether the writer's thought is worth
getting at. Thisbaing 5o weshonld discriminate in what wo road;
wo should read with a purpose; and read with a plan. If you
prefer the ~ompany of the newspaper Sojohist, to tho wizdom of
Socrates or Marcus Auretius, it is an indication that your mental
digestion iz out of order acd needs a tonic. Exert your will
power, and compst yourself to choose the books you intend to
read from those that the Sight of Fears bar atamped with the mark
of pormanencs. Soon you will find your tasts growing under the
training, & crave for such substantial food, and o despies the
aweetensd dainties of the ephemerai preas. In-all this we bave
not mentioned tho ono great Book, the Bible. It is of course
supreme; and no other course of reading will g0 effectively train
our minds to reject the useless and harmful, and to sesk tho best
and most helpful in literatare, ax a study of tho Divine Word.
Wo cannot do better than clozo with the counsel of the Master,
‘¢ Search the Scriptures, for in them yo think ye bave Eternal Life
and they are they which teatiiy of Me.”

Tho Iztest enlargement in Ohristian Endeavor is is the Senior

{
"¢ Boolety Iiis com ol older Christians and uates {zom
3 Youuog People’s Bocﬁot;e.d TLe pledgs of the Senior Bociety is made

£} applioabls 10 ths mid-week prayer moeting. The s0cisty holds oo

meetings of its own and its purpose is whally 80 strengthen tha
mid-wiek church sarvioss &n; to retain the interess of tho ol
Oliristians in active ohurch wozk. o older
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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

CONDUOCTED BY 8. JORN DUNOCAN-OLARK.

International S. S. Lesson.
LessoNIIl.—THR ARK BROUGHT 10 JERUSALEM.—JULY 19

{2 Sam, vi. 1.12.)

Goupax Trer.—* Q Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that
trusteth in Theo.” Ps. lxxxiv, 12.

Caxtrin Trura.—National Religion,

Anavyarg.—
The Ark OUGHT, v. 1.5,
Uzzah'a IN, v. 6-10.
The Bleseing™ EOURED, v. 11, 12,

Tiue Axp Praors,.—B, O. 1047. XKirjath-joarim or Baale of
Judah ; Nachon's threzhing floor; the home of Obededom, near
Mount Zion.

IxTRODUOTORY.—The multiplication of David's wives anda war
with tho Philistines are the wo events noted between tho Iass les-
son and this. David brougbs the ark to Jerusalem beoanss that
bad b:come the political center of a nation ths government of
which was understood to be in the handsof God. God's * houss "
and the king’a hous. should be clcse together, 1f the king was to
God's vicegerens.

VRRSE BY VeRsa.—V, 1 ¢ All the ohossn men."—Thesv are
always ¢ chogsn men ' in all communitics, who bave made them.
selves such by their own choice of thas which is noblest, truest and
most kaowing to God. Wonld you be one of God’s * chosen
nien " You may be, if youn choose.

2. *“To bring up the ark of God.”"—The ark in thoss days was
vigible manifestation of God's presencs, the national emblem of
religion. For a long tims it had been neglectod and forgotten,and
God had lost His place in the life of His psople. Now David wens
to bring it up again to Zion. We, as servants of Gog, are charged
with this duty in our oivic and national life, of keeping prominens
the fact that God rales, and that all huran legislators and govar-
nora ows {0 Him and His laws their first alligiunoce,

S. ** A new oart,”—It was a vehicle specially constructed, and
donbtiess oarefully made for the sacred duty is had to perform;
but it was a hvman devics, and not God’s plan for the carrying of
the ark ; and this neglecs to foliow the divine method was the one
of a number of caurces that rasulted in the death of Uzzah, How
many *‘ new oarts,’ are made to-day to do God's work. Human
schemes, inganious oontrivanoes, and worldly wiss methods of all
kinds are enlisted in the causs of Ohrist and sarvios of the sano-
tuary ; and the rec :lts are similar, Ths work is hindered and de-
layed, and those who thus attempt it become olten epiritually
dead.

5. ** Played before the lord."—True religion is & joyfal thung,
and they who would make it otherwiss ars libels on the name and
character of God. Of oourss the religion of Jesna Christ is nos
frivolous, bat on the other hand it is notfuncveal. Roverenceand
solemnity need never o: slado happiness and joy.,

V. 6. **Uzzah took Lold of it."’—~Uzzab & sin was irroverence.
Tkat hoe failed to recognize tho sanofity of the ark, and not he
only, bat David as well, is ovident from their disobedienos to God's
instructions as to the mothod of ocarrying it. This spirit of irre-
verenoe required to be chacked, because it threatened safety of the
oation. Had the ark been carried into Zion under an insdequate
appreciation of ita awful holiness, disaater might havo followad its
prosenco as it did in tho Philistine citics. Thus Uzrah becams a
warning to tho people, and fell a victim to his rashnaes, in acoord-
ance with God's law, (Num. iv. 15.)

V. 9. *“How zhzll tho ark of the Lord coms o0 mo1"—We ses
evidences of the salatary sffect prodaced by Uzzah’sdeath inthaso
words of David. The rad solemnity of the work he is doing now
dawns upon him with incressed foros, and he fears to go further,
until he knows more dafinitely God’s will and way for the accom.
plishment of this noble purposs.

V. 11. “The Lord blessed Obadedom.”~This is the natural
rosult of & reverant recognition of God's presence in she bome.
Then thes ark of God corld be but in one place at onetime; to-day
overy beliaverz is an azk of God, anad should be a sourcs of blessing
wharesver he may dwell.

V. 12, **Broughs up $he ark."—No doubs David had improvsd
those three months by finding oat God's plan for doing the work,
and now returned $o Obededom's honzs ready to lollow the Divine
guidanos, with the rezult of unqualified snocess. Do not be dis:
oouraged if your work, that yoa think is for God, fails. Got back
to God; give up your owa cherished plans, learn His way; and
thsn return to the work, ready 10 be lead and guided in all shings
by the Holy Ghost.



