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CONCERN1NG CONGREGATIONAL systein in collecting. The trouble is want of organi-

COLI)NESS. zation rather than wvant of 'iarmrth ;but while this
1 may be true in a few cases, as a rule, wvhere there is

Nabody in this part of the wvorld needs to be told wvarinth it will show itself.
that the year 1887 came in with a cold wave. Preaclh- Congregational coldness may easily be (letected
ers wvba drive fifteen or twenty miles betwveen sta- without the use of the statistical thermorneter. One
tion-, are quite aware that the first Sabbath of the good wvay is to attend the public service on Sabbath.
year wvas cold enough ta freeze the enthusiasm out of Everybody knows-that is everybody who, attends
almost anybody. Perhaps that cold Sabbath was churchi-that churches have an atmosphere peculiarly
sent early in the year ta remind congregations that their owvn. Go ino saine churches, and everytling
a minister wvho has ta drive flfteen or twenty miles is cold, freezing cold The usher at the door is cold,
every Sabbath should have a fur coat. That may and gives you a chillng receptian. You sit dowvn in a
have been one reason why the day 'vas so cold. Con-. Wew beside somebody, perhaps a lady, who sems ta
gregations wvhose pastars have ta drive every Sabbath be an animated iceberg. The chair gets up ta prelude
for a long distance, in aIl kinds of weather, will please a little, and they seemn like a collection of icebergs.
take a hint. A splend;d fur coat can be had far abGut Each one resembles a squeaking iceberg. Then the
$6o. A caat of that kind is bath useful and ornamen- preacher cames in, and froin his appearance suggests
taI. It is useful, because a perfect protection against that he is a clerical iceberg. The moment he opens
cold, and ornamental, because a very ordinary-looking his mauth you see that his appearance did flot belip
brother looks well in a long fur coat, wben the collar hum. He reads coldly, prays coldly, preaches caldly.
is turned up. The principal reason why he loaks sa The whale performance is cold. It may be faultless in
well is because you don't see much of hum.' No con- other res[pects, but it is s0 intensely cold that it cannat
g-regatian need expect rnuch prosperity if its minister do any good. There is no evangelical fervour-no
bas ta drive between his stations al 'vinter without a Gospel warmth-no toucb of nature that wvarmrs the
good fur coat. The cold chilIs him, enfeebles hum, heart. The wvhale service is of the ice icy. There is
paralyzes hum. The eloquence freezes up in him, and na soul in it. It bas no heart power, and does little
the people don't get it. Their ininister becomes cold, or no good. The preacher is a human iceberg, and
physically, and there is saine danger lest the people you are glad when be gets through. Yau gr. home,
became cold in a worse sense than physically. ifeeling rather wicked, and wander wvhat churches are

There is such a thing as congregalional coldness. kept up for, any way.
It mnay be detected in variaus ways. One gaod wvay IYou go inta another church in wh«-h the atinos-
is ta use the ý>tatistical report in the annual returns as phere is entirely different. The uisher gives you a
a thermoineter. By examining this thermameter, warmn welcome. Without being obseqaious hie shows
especially the columns wvhich show the amaounts con-1 you inta a pew in a friendly manner. The occupants
tributed ta missions, you may easily discover the of the pewv inake roam for you, or give you a book, or
arritnt of evangelical warnith in any congregation. showv yau same other little civility wvhich makes you
In saine the spiritual temperature is higb, and the feel you are wvelcome. The chair puts heart powver
contributions are correspondingly liberal. In saine the inta the singing. Thie preacher cornes in, and you
terriperature is about zer9), and the figures in the see at a glance that he is human. There is a peculipr
coluinns for missions are low. In a few congregatians somnething in his voice and manner which tells you lie
the mercury is thirty degrees belov zero, and dth ese! is a man, but a man wvho wishes ta help bis fellowmen.
generally give one or two dollars each ta send the His reading of the apening hymn and the scriptures
Gospel ta the heathen. 'help ta put you in a good frame of mind. The long

A neivspaper reporter wvas sent ta the North.West prayer, instead of being wearisome, lifts you:up and
ta write up the flrst Riel rebellion. For some reason brin gs you near your beavenly Father and your elder
or other <'capy" wvas not farthco ming for a consider- iBrother. The sermon cames, and the warm evange-
able time. Whien asked for the reason, the pencil- listic truth goes right home ta your heart. There
driver is reported ta have said that bis lead pencil, was samething there for you, though you were a stran-
froze so bard out there that na marks could be made'ger. As the service proceeds, your cares become
with it. Fact or fiction, that pencil illustrates the rea- lighter, yaur faith stronger, and you leave, feeling that
son wvhy somne columns in the statistical report are'it was a good thing ta worship in that church.
blanks. The cangregatians are frozer o bard that! What made the différence between these two
they give riothing ta fill in the colun s with. The churches ? The difference was in the spiritual atinos-
statistical report is a capital thermameter, and on the phere. The one was cold, the ather warm. Wbat
whole gives a fairly correct estimate of the ainounit of made the atinasphere af the one warm, and the atmas.
,evangelical wvarmth in a congregation. In some cases iphere af the other sa cold ? The Gospel. A church
apparent coldness înay be the result af entire want of 1 in which the Gospel is fully, faithfully and earnestly


