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andi you kn>w it will ;sonie loss and evii wvill, and you know it wili. Is it not
high tiie, therefore, for us to consuit somne other authority than that of this
scientifically discredited sentiment ? The question is wlherhcr yon -are Wise ellough
to estimiate the amouit of pain, or ioss, or ovii whih. inay last forever.

Apply to this mnisleading sentiment anothier and yet sterner test. Suppose that
the world wvere not yet crent ed, and that you were asked :" What wvii1 there bc
in thîs moral systemi which. God is about to cali into existence ?\Vill there bc
cii iii it ? 1 do not think there will be, because God is good." ' WiIl thex'e
ho any one iin it allowed te) lose pence of soul by falling into love of what God
hates, and the hate of what Cod loves? -'My sentiments assure mie that there
will not be. God is good and perfect. There wvill be no imperfection in his
work... .. Will there bo iii this universe which. is about to coule into existence
nny froc and responsiblo agent, woighited fromn birtli to death witli inhe.rited bad
ten(lencies, which, aitlîough, not sin, are the copions fountain of cvii choices.
XVill there bc a law of hieroditary descent, by wliceh bcings innocent, so far as their
own. aets are concerned, wiil be brougyht into the worid to suifer te thie third and
fourth generation, ns a consequence of the cvii choices of thieir ancestors ?"' "NO
that cannot bo. A perfect Being wit. a perfect motive, eceating wvith. a l)erfect
purpose, xîever will ealu such a law into existence." 1'How do you know lie will
not 1" " My cultured sentiment is al] against it. 1 was born in the City of
Boston. Lt is aimost a violation of taste to suppose that God wvili do anything of
that sort. It is too late to teacli in the nineteenth century that Infinite Wisdom
and Power, bringingy into êxistenée a moral systema, will' aliow to exist in it any-
thing wliii Beacon Street would not anticipate. Advanced thought cannot nd-
ml-it that any such imperfection wili exist in a universe created by a perfect being. t
God is good. Evil wiiI not be allowed to begrin. 1 arn sur.- nothing of the kind
will be found in, thie worid. Lt is miot to bo supposed for a moment that an In-î
funite Beingr will permit sin to exist in a moral system. I an wiiling to stake mi
cternity on the veracity of this sentiment."

Turu now to the actual fncts of life, and what is here ? What Infiuite Wisdoni
nnd Power and Gooduess hiave permit.ted, and nothing else. What God doos not
(Io canuot lie donc wiseiy. Hie lias not prcvented sin ; He has given to cvil, as
well as to good, a powver of self-propagation ; fHe lias made it a rude that chuldren
shall suifer, as well as ho blessed, for the evils of their ancestors, and this to the
third and fourth generation. It is a fact beyond ail comment amýaing, that sin
lias sucli self-propagating power as to spre.-'d itself fromn birthl beyond w~hat wc
should say is the range of responsibiiity for it, aud that men shouid corne burdened
into the 'world witl the offeuces of these wvlo wvent before them. But virtue lias
cqually great and even grreater power of self-diffuision. Why could not there have
been an upperçýitI1out an actual under in this free world ? Perfectly innocent
is miany a mianiae; perfectly innocent is many a cripple. But xiot innocent, some
ancestor whcse mnischiefs spread by liereditary descent ! God allows such. things
to be, and yet we helieve God is perfect.

Archbishop Whiately hýas showmi elaborately thiat ail the reasonin.; which pro-
dlaims that sin cannot endure forever proceeds on principles which prove that sin
wotild mever be ailowed to begin.

WVilJ your unreasoning sentimient stand in this liglit of science ? Or is the uni- t
v-erse porhaps more complex and serious than you droamiedl ?I affirni ,gentle-
men, that ail this unscientifie sentimientality is best tested by taking it over to a
point previous to the commencement of our moral systemn, and applying thie rea-
soning there fuily and fairiy. If a sentiment indicates the truth, it wiil Work %weIl
there. WelI, T go ensw-athed in this sentiment into the councils w-ih precede
the formation of this world, nnd 1 really find myseif a minority there. Incontro-
rert ibly flîcre is in the, imivcrsc a different plau thait I shoidd thtinik there would hc, if 1
I icc-c to folliw thec lc«d of titis se.tme twich it Mhe secret source of the denial that
aill character tende Io a final pcridence.

Therefore, my friends, as tijis sentiment fails us when wve appiy it to this course


