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j The f'ull and careful revision of our preseîit Custones
tariff 11 vich we have consistently pressed for duritig the

necessary iii tic best interests of this country, lias flot yet,
lbeen undertaken hy the Dominion Governniient*t. We

cannot but deplore the delay, becauise it lias mieant in the
intcrim, and it mneans to-day, a very serions and contintied
loss ta the industries, and ive believe to the general
interests of Canada. We recognize that sigus are flot
wanting to show that the Governmnn realize ihiat, %e are
right in our contentions, this bein-, indicated by the
highly corniendable action of the Governnîienit iii respect
to steel rails, and by other very nccessary changes
recently muade, and w iare in thc right direction. In
s0 far as these changes a.re helpful ta the particular
Canadian industries deait %vith they mnust have tic cordial
recognition and approval of this association, but neyer-
theless we stand for a full revision af the tariff as heing
absoiutely necessary ta the wvelfare cf ail the industries
and intcrests of this country.

WVith regard ta Uhc question of prefèrential trade
between the United Kingdomn and lier colonies, %we iiaS'je
placed ourselves unrescrvedlv on record as favorable ta ai
tariff arrangement that. while encouraging the deveiap-
ment af industries in Canada %vil] neverthelcss -ive a
substantial prefèrence ta tic Mâother Country, and ilso ta
any ailier part of tic British Enmpire witli which reciprocal
preferential trade cain be arranged. A preferential
arrangcment Iivingý Canadians an -idvaisi.iI, iii Uic

markets of Great Britain wvill be immnenselv ta tlîe interest
of aur agriculturists ; nioreover, il wýil be ta tic
advantage of aur national and Iniperial iîîîerests iii tliat it
will make the Dominion ai Canada mare attractive and
important than ever.

The report ai the tariffTconînîittee openced by expressiiig
regret Iliat anotlier year had passed %vithout bringing a
gentrai revision ai the tariff. It declares thiat tlw nced
for such revision grows more and more acute. Our
importations have iîîcreased by leaps and bouinds and for
the past 3'ear are necarly $40,0oa,oa0 in eces*s Of aur
exports.

Foreign conîpetitian, now national as weli as individual,
is keener thian ever before. Canadian mianuifacturers
conîtinue ta suifer, particularlv ironi tle unfair and over-
wvhelming canîpeîiîioaî ai thcîst gigantic i-Igrcgatianis of
capital îvhich coîîîrol Uic specialized inîdustries ai the
United States. This comrpetitian lias beconie so danger-
ously tinfair that the Parliament of Canada a.i ils last
session wvas ahliged ta enact spczial legisiation ta preserve
anc branch of Canadian industry. Froni a business
standpoint ail iliese changes deniîand a genceral revision.
Ils necessity lias now been clearly recognized by the
Dominion Governmient inî the regulations passedl ati the
hast session ta prevent the Il dumiping " of foreigit goods
in Canada, and by the annouincemient thiat a Tariff Comi-
mission would be appointed. Any furtîter delay iii
carrying out thc revision means a continued and serious
loss ta the Donminion.

The position of this association on tariff niatters lîavin-
been misuniderstood and misrepresented, yoîîr caminlitte*c
deemed it wise ta issue a short statemeîîî setting orti tlie
views of the orgalzation. Thîis ivas forwvarded ta the
Goveriînient, as iollows :.-The Canadian NMatiiiufacturers'
Association is absolutely non-pohitical. It lias declared
utsol during Uic pasi two ycars in favor aflan earl>' anîd
thorougli revision af the Canadian tariff.

The association does nal adî'ocate Uic adoption af the
United States tariff. Sanie lines of manufacture ini
Canada may require as nîuch protection as the saine lines
receive in tlie United States ; many îîiny require less.
What tvc believe ta bc necessarv is a tariff iranied froin a1
national standpoint, primarilv for Canadian interests, aîîd
also ta build up an incrcased trade witli ailer parts of the
British Empire. .4bovc ail, hawevcr, it miist enahie
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Canadiaîî prodtîcts ta mieet the campetition of fareign
labor on fair ana equitablc ternis.

Continuing, the report expresses the vicw tiiat insuffi-
dient protection lias becui graîiied ta tlîe woolen and twine
iuiterests, and (lacs îlot approve of tie cleparture mîade by
Governmciint ai increasiîig tie protection by lessening thie
preference. Il wvas also uir-ed tlîat dumîping could only
bc prcventcd by increasing tlîe dulies. The report adds

Tlîe association still lias the earinest conviction Iliat
tic chîaîged conditionîs, whîicli tiw abtain in Canadla,
denîand the immediate anîd tlîoroîîLI-1 reViSian af the tariff
upon i nes wviich ivill more eifectuaiiy transfer ta Uhc
worksiiops ai aur Domnîion the mnîufacture oi many of
the goods wlîich we now inmport iroin ailer catîntries.

The report continues:
Vaur committee cannai but repart witlî satisfaction

tic contiîîued growtlî ai a national prolectionist senti-
nient iii Canîada, as evidenccd by bütli the generai public
and Uic Dominion Governnîient. WViile a yeuicral rev ision
lias not yet takien [)lace, the active anid constanît %work af
tis association may be said ta have produced splendid
results. Business îîîen iii every brandi of trade and ai ail
siiades ai politics are to-day recognizin-, the fact iliat for
te ie eare ai the D)ominion the tariffsliould be a nîational
railier thian a party question, and Uîat industries, as
nationial assets, sloulid be deienicied froni foreigni invasion.

The canimiittee recomnîends:
Titat we pledge aur continucd support ta the tariff

resolutioti passed al the annual mîeeting lield iii Halifax iii
190o2, urging an imnediate anîd thtorougli revisian of the
Caîîadiau tariff, frami a national husiniess standpoint.

Tuai %ve rcaflirni tlie resolution passed at tlie annuai
meeting, lield iii Toraonto hast year, reconimendig the
appointmeait ai a tariff commission ai experts, as iohlovs:

Tuai we recommnad tlie establishmeînt in Canada by
thle Dominion Governiiieîiî of a permanent tariff
comminission ai experts, wl'io shah av constant super-
vision of tariff policy aîîd changes, and shahl followv chosely
tic workings af the Caîiadiaîî tariff, with a viewv ta
nîakingsuch recommnîdations ta tlîe Govertinient, as wvilh
besi conserve and advance the interests ai tic Domniîion.

Thai ive stand opposed ta aîîy arrangement for
recipracal trade wviîl tic United States affectiîîg tlie
niania.-cttîrisîg industries ci Canada

Tuai we again express aur disapproval ai the baunitv
svstCfli as a substit e for Uic policy ai protection.

Tuai iii tle ccinî gencral electians %ve phedge aur
individual support Io tliosc candidates, irrespective of
party. who annauince thieniselves publiciy iii favor afian
immnediate general tariff revision upon lines %vlisch wiIl
miore effectuahiy transfer to tue %vorkshîaps ai aur
Dominionî the manuftacture ai nian of the goads whvli
we uiow import irom otlier caunitries.

The repart ai tue caîimnittee nroused considerable
discuîss;on. The hast clause ivas to the effect 'hiat tlîe
Association should pledg-e ils nienibers; ta support
candidates in lava, of a lîigli er tariff but tue opposition
%vas co great tuat it was decided ta change Ulic wording
to read, tUie Associationi recaniniends its nienihers ta
support niembers iii favor ai a hîighîer tariff," and wvith this
change, tîte resohuitions %vere :tpproved.

Rcspecting the woolcn indutîsry, the folhawingr rcsolu-
tion ivas adoptcd :

-Wicrcas tic slighîî inicrease nmade a.i tic hast session
af tic Dominion Parlianient iii the net tariff on certain
lines af wvoolen goods is aitogether ijisufficient to redecni
the Canadian wvoaleni industry iroi tlîe serious condition
itîto vhîich il lias Iapsed, naiîy of tic nîiiis being in -.
niore lîopeless and unsatisiactory condition than ever
hefore:- And vhîcas the general condition,; ai the
industry have not impraved siîice the increa'se lias been
effected. The eçînpetitars ai tlie Canadian milis are
reducing prices, ivhicli more than coutiterbahincc the


