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A Cathiolle Muslent doctety,

To thokditorot TLe Cathiahio Regiator

Bir,—The lottora of ** Caofrmasier”
on the subjeot of oburch musio reform
do not appear to have atiacted muok
attention, owing perhaps, to general
indifferense to the matter. I endloss
& copy of a paper upon the subjeot
written by the eminen Pauliat, Father
Alfred Youag of New York, which
sppesred in The Osthclic World some
yoars ago. Should yuu seo your wey
to reproduce the ardole I think
your roaders would flad muoh inatrue-
tion therein, and 1t nught met chose
responeible for our church 1ausis
s-tbinkiog,

There is little encoursgoment at
presens I fear, for the establishmen
of such a soolesy as * Ohoirmester
advoostes, as I chink it {a apparent
that the tastes of our ohoir singers
and songregations have become vitiat-
od by the unmesning musieal irash
whioh is heard o often in most nf our
churobes.

The matter is ono that should
receive more (if indeed, it receives any)
attention In our schools, where onr
boys shonld be taught the principles
of mght singing and the theory and
practioe of Gragorian chant, sufiicient
ly to emable them to take part in
t{le singing of Vespers, at lesst

By this maana & number of singers
will grow up in our midst who will
have developed » daste for thd trwe
ausic of the chureh, That this in
possible in evidenoed by she faot that
at & reocent festival in & Dablin ehureh,
Palostrina’s Misss Papa Marcelli—a
most ditloult werk—was rendoyed by
the boys of one of the Ohristian
Brothers achools.

%o hear this question farther |

Ho
dinum in your solumaos.
Yours truly,
CuonisTez,

Shall the People Sing ?

1t cver dhere was A false tradition
awhich gradually insluuated fiself inte
the exterpal forma of wortship, and led
Ppeople ints 1gnorance und error as o
its highust and purest expressions, un-
tl It #ecured fov (tself the prescriptive
right of “custom,” the prevailing
tashlen of the performance of church
music s one. I say unhesitatingly
4hat 1t deserves to be thus reproached,
and culls for un honest, piain spoken
effort te do what une may towards

diminishing 1t8 power and retarding.

its enervating propress.

It raas done pomitive harm by direct
appeals to the sensual passions, and
deprived souls of the true epiritual
nutriment of prayet, the communion
of the spirit with God, by Wiverth g
the minds of the congregation trom
fore the altar, and substituking -enter-
the chlef obfect of thér assembly be-
tatnmong and amusement instead.

The present crroneous tradition has
taken the song out uf the peaple's
mouths, and made theém' dunv, ahd
great part listless laqkérs on, sbirit-
less and din’racted, quickly wearied,
and heaitlly glad whew the reilgious
grogramme Is over. ‘They Have had
Ittile part in it, and the least possible
intelligent appreciation of at.

The canon of this false tradition has
no sanction fu (He rubrics of the cere-
peonlal.  What is that canon? It is
tlainly this. Al singing in the divine

offices of the Catholle Church, save the
cbanting by the priext, Is to be done
by & select number of singers com-
nicnly,

but incorrectly styled ' the
and by ‘them alone. One fre-
quently hears ever the “ Pope's cholr)’
spoken of. It may seein but a little
thing to misapply a word, and only
one word; but dangerous and disast-
rcus heresies have before now based
their point of deparfure from the un-
tty .. faith upon the false interpreta-
tices of but a word. 80 the wide-
spread and pernicious tradition In
church singing I8 due, in great mea-
sure, to the misuse of this little word
“choir.” It is & word of distinct and
definite significati>n constantly found
In directive and perceptive rubrical
but employed more and more
of the
-earth, to convey quite another meanin
to imply & wholly opposite and forblid-
den onier of things to that contem-
plated by the rubrics. me it is
one qf the most marvellous proofs of
the diviny safoguards of the Church,
in the midst of the follles, the pas-
sicns, and the iotercsts of men, that
no officlal resegnition, no unguaned
-eapression which might appear to sive
& colour of sanction {o such abuscs,
u: ever crept Into her perceptive

rubrics.

Take fat instance, any untraveiled
Amerfcan  Catholic otherwise well-in-
structed in-his religlon, weil educated
in scfence and literature, con-
verse with him about church * choirs.”
Teil himi In genera) terms of the
magnificent “cholrs’ you heve sen
\n the great gathedrals and church 3
in Eurcpe, ﬂm of the cholzs you have
Thcavd sing 16 them. He will at once
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deor for that instrument.  aml
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bing s bak, v conrolen  hhmself
that. at derst. e genoomihy finds the
T Mosnes und U Vespera”  performed
by a bt ehoit  In the chame |-
Which he naw Lutus s the lafr 1y
shepeatiouts

He wmofund uf o vusi voonl wad
inatrumental. and he geix t During
Holy  Weaok enaliites wWhere  they
Aot othe Dest of both kinde. and he

ok not falt G tak
Informativn ol
way through the o
A great cathedtal. IR disgurted an
a good Cathotle would beoat the -
‘haviotr of no small number  of the
wsudienee, rIghi-geers,  ad  concert-
Koera. who, however, fike himeelf. ure
patiently enduring the iengthoned ser-
Viee of the  “<Tenebrae.”  otherwise
monotonous and tiresome, in order to
lm?r the pvttorma‘;\“\:‘ of same classl-
«al or renowned Miserene su Ly the
«athedral c¢hoir. * sung by th

Returned to Ametlca. he gives glow-
ing deseriptions of all the grand church
musle he haa heard, and 18 quite an au-
thority on the relative merits of Cuth-
olle Church  singing ? No, of a truth,
but of Catholc Church choims. He
knows nomore of what Cathollc Church
>Inging aumht to be than he ever knew,
sud the storles of his vxperlence only
Ru to .confirmi the canonsa uf the or-
roneaus traditton in his own mind, and
in the minds of nix hearers that all
«inging In the divine  offices of the
Church i8 to be done by @ relct biody
of #ingers, and by th-m alene. A
+holr 18 a body nf slvgers, singing it
may te over the doorway, behind the
| backs of the prople. = in the chancl.

wlhich arrangement prebably he thinks
fto be o mere mattel of taste,  and
what are they for If not ta do ali the
singing ? He may probably have dis-
tavered that the t-nn”dhoir © as a
place used Lo desigbate an oigan gal
tery, is a misnomer. But hag hs fcarn-
«d that the singiug of a «holr from
that place 18 not of.  gnorel by the
tubitend fana ot The Carholic Churen
bul has been distinitly  prohiblted *
Does he know that by spedia 1agintative
eractments. repeated  from time  te
time. emanating from the Congregation
of Rltei—a judicial body of Cardinals,
appointad on Account of their fearting
and rbhitity, to declde rubricat ques-
tions. and whose decisions are binding
n conslenced—" choirs " and  * cholp
gallerles” as he knows them, bave
been condemiujed ?

T repeat, therefore, that the misuse of
the word “choir® has lmd no lHitle
to du with bullding up and contirming
_the erroneows traditton cuncverning
true church singlng. constantly aflirm-
IR, as it doca the false cdnon goove
atated.

vhantuge of the
He elhona his
wd that throngs

But do not the rfubirica contemplate
& gelect hady of altigers at.the church
services > They do. Such a  dy is
#tyled chorus in c¢itto—a chotus in the
chofr.  This chorus la gtometimea also
calted achola. Who are these persons
A select charus-of clerks, or maie sing-
ern, veated In cassock and gurplice, wha,
rafiged In the cholr or sandéfhaty, «ing
in chorus the Asperges, they-lntroit,
Kyrte, Glorla, Gradual.-Cradb. Offer.
tory, Sanetus, Benedictus, Agnus Del,
Communlon, the responsep of High

Mase, and the antiphons, ‘psalms, hy-
mns, versicles, commemorations, etc.,
at Vespers. A cholr of men a wo-

men gathered in a gallery at the ex-
treme end of the church, either hidden
behind curtaine or exposed to viev:,
has neither been ever supposed or sanc-
tioned hy the ritual, much less the om-
Ission of nearly one half of what ia
ordered to be sung, &s is the custom
with us in Amerlca,

But have I not acknowledged that,
at any rate, this rubrical chorus In
choro showid sing all that there s tq be
sung * ex, btit not that:they alone
sheuld sink all, What I assert is that
it 1s equally the part of the people as-
scmbled at 2{aes and Vespers to sing;
that, barting a few portions of the
Mass—chlefly thore known as the Gra-
dual, Offertory, and Communion, and
maost of the Introits, &s being differ-
ent every ‘Sunday and festival, and
more difficult of execution-—the special
office of the sachole In the cholr is-to
lead the whole congregation in sing-
ing all that iz appointed to be sung,
and ] affirm that the people ought, by
tnsttuction, to be fitied to do their
prrt, and that for many centuries up
io tie time of the di: Protes-
tant heresics of the Reformgtion they
actually did #o. The era of the Refor
mation, coeval with the degradation
of morals and manners in and out of
the Church. gave bIrth tu the roman-
tic school In music. and introduced
the Mass and Vesper concerts, now
become almoat the rule in alt Christ-
lan communities. Luther was wise In
hix day and generation, and when the
mouthw_of thore who should =ing un-
to the Lord were shut in the Cathulc
churches by the sensual fashions of
the times, he opened the mouths of hin
followern. and by their singing taught
them his doctrine. and fired thelr
hranrts with devotlon to the hew re-
ligton. He made a practical and mosc
zaccersful appllcation of the exhorta-
tion It:'k" the Bishop Ia directed in
the ntificate to addreaa  tu those
whom he admits (nzo the choir as mem-
Uers of the schola. * Vide ut quod om
cantus corde credus, et quod  corde
credis ppentbua comproves, "—Sea that
Wwhat thou singest with thy mouth thost
beHevesat in thby heart, and that nhat

X ;hon bellevesat In thry hreart thou provest
Py
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The ansertjon.defiex contradiction that

.many of our Oatholic people in every
from the 3

is no question, nx in fhe
ki ledge of that would mike
their worship mdre intelligemt. They

by their listlese - pontentment

with the otlcbration of the religinus

services 4n ‘he Ctwurch, no matter how
and Ly they may de
conducted, that in

thelr
alvine worship lg routine. ey
wanting in fervor and hcarty de
tion, Lecause y are dented ali per-
sonal association with the service. The
priest does his part, and the cholr do
thelr part, but the people are almoat
1ike the ones whom the Lord describes
a8 those (hat Fmwe eyes and see not.
who have ears and hear not, neither

are
vo-
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1 ube. ")'ﬁv?h""" c mouths of thobe
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do they understand with their heart,
They accept with an gpathetic indit-
ference whatever In thrown at them
i the Rhape of spiriiual food, of even
ug wholesome correction  telling  you
with an abr of fanguld r ihf fro the
sense of responsibility that it s all
plenty goug enoygh.

There I8 no better way  of getilng
at the ~ mind ' of _the church than
1o peepuse  the dedislong and exhorta-
tkns ominating from w :oeunch,
cnose U8 1he voice of he Hidy Gloet
“pemkiag, Tather than the  members
Wi compos - Hhoge AUEUAl dreemblien,
Who bnr the Spalt of lud suggeated
the dictum atmut this matter of tha
Sovend Plenary Conncdl of BaMimeore

LIV Waa there the teast edd-
drr that  ongre xationel singing was
& oy esticn worthy of constderation In

Awdtiea, or that the state of things
i ‘hir tountiy would In any 1espect

YnraLd @ slecrsa of  encouragement
fimin the Inshops assembled in that
Counell T 1 doudt iF otie of the pre-

lates thought at the outset thut it was
vorth wWhile tostifying while there lv
the true doctrine and practice of the
church on this subject, however deep-
Iy mapy of them must have felt abont
. Not a single voice Joud enough to
rarh the ears of those, like myself,
who weie cager to hear, had heen
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f1 the descrtptionn of the carly <t b
Hcar SuRposcol it il the songioRa
fion of The fa.iutul gnesont ot the Holy
HSuatfloe renponiid to the slutations
and solemn invtations of the priest
Kiten o th mou anlte with him  in
braver and acts of adotation and xuch
aae the w4 ppac s g 7, e
dawn of the Refurmation.

I hate betare me & very ol teproda -
tun of an an-tent moenugcript. which
BT on Rood authority de he the
nasA of Bt Peter A1 the «Jose of the

affertory we 1oad us follaws  guoting
the Latin versfon  glhoen alds by alde
with the Geeck o and  transleting the

rubtles lute English.
CPhe priest g distinet ol e says
Frominug Vobioum
de Er cum spiritu tue
oL~ HIEenius,
The prapk = Loaaine
thuesy
The s the priest i o loud volce sIngs

migerere ithree

the priver, Proesve Doumine, etc,

The people Anien  Sanctus Peus.
Sanctun fortk. und while the people
g the  hyvme “Thetee Holy ™ the
pricat prayve

Atier e foovaba, the priest, in a dis-
Hne: \oice minus Voblscur

The peopl- 130 cum spirity o,
The pricst—ostda, Ostia
The peopic~ tUredo Tn unum, ete.
(Chanting all the creed)
Tue plleat—Stemus honest!.
Stemus eum  reverentla, ote.
The people—Miser] cordiam pacem.
”Th‘- pricer (after a prayer)—Suraum,
0
The peorle— Habemus, efc.
The pilest - Gratiarum Actinnes
Submittamup Domino Deus noster.
The people—Dignuin et Justum oat.
‘The pilest continucy to chant the pra.
face. At the close of It the people mng
the Sanctux. They answer amen when
the priect hae pronounced the words of
congecration. The entire Pater Noster
It glven ta the peaple, and they reapond
fu the usual salutations and prayers
that follow. "X rubrie referring to the
barts assig:1ed 1o the people says ©* Pop-
ali vox uum‘-l cantorun.”  confirmiog
wirt haa bden glave siated, that the
Peopde and the chantera ithe schola or
chorns) sing together all that s to be
ng
Neither can #t be sald that this Is a
vmton wholly obslete, and therefore
s abolition universatly resngnized and
poeltively .anctioned by the Church, for
11 1rany country towns and villages In
Europe, and in some clty churches in
the veur of dur Lord 1837, happily pre-
served by thelr seclusion from the ener-
vating polgon f Renalssance In art and
S.l.vﬁ‘lml or.; ‘mpl}'dut(Jil h’:ur the Holy
| ¢ relebrited in this intel
mx) de:l'uml manner. Iteent
v Writer in an old number of the Dub-
Un Review, cummenting upon this,
sys =="Khall we ever see the day
Wwhen, on entering a‘Catholic church
daripg service time, we whail be strvck,
not t¢ith the dampening spectacle of a
o -

ever raised to deaw to 1t.
The ola crtuneous “tradition held uni-
vereal sway throughout all their Cia-
cvmer.  But what did they say when
the Holy Ghost spoke by théir mouths 7.

© Moreover, we judge it to be most
desira BI¢ that the rudiments of the
Gregorian chant be taught and pruc-
tlced in patrochjal achools, and thus,
the numbier of thas: who can chant
Wi Inercgie mote and mors, zraduatly
the greater part of the people, accord.
irg te th: usage of the prinvitive
chur.h yet pres=rv>d in many places,
muy he able 1o join whh the sacted
mipisters and cholr in ringing vespers

ond other simiiar offices. which wili
the rource of edification to all”

1 the diarles of the Councll of
Rodez, In 1%0, we read :—"We ad-

nmicrish all that in the celebration of
the divine praises every one of what-
svever age. conditlon or sex, should
unite their voices with the cholr of
the angels and of the priexts with'
picty and simplicliy.”

Alro In the diarfee o1 the Councll of
Birdeaux, in 1850 :—*We wish the
parish priests 1o see ikt bLoys and
«holr singers are (aught, who will be
able tu execute 1ihe ceremonies, and
vhant fn o religious and praige-worthy
manner, and that the people Le ‘sollcit-
ed and urged te Bing with them.”

Another Councit of the same diocesn,
in 1859, adde :—" Finally we exhort all
the folthful that they should always
urnite their voices wRh the singing of
the chanters.” . .

A Council of the Diocése df West-
mit rter, in 1852, after wrging the In-
struction of boys in the chant, adds .—
* And aa gradually 1t will come to pass,
what we most earnestly desive, that
we sheuld hear the whole congreym-
tion of the people singing together with
cne volce and heart.”

Many other Councila in their decrecs
su' nose the people to sing, Ly their
regulations preventing them singirg
any songs duilng ~he divine offices,
which are not conformable to the
1anguage and words of the Hturgy.

Cardinal Buny ta his «xplunation «f
the Maus gocs Into minute detalls to
prove that the people should respond
to the miest. and even shows that
t1ere In good Teason to believe thut the
collects Wern prayers to be saung con-
Joirtly or caliectively Ly pileat and
j4crle. to which he Invites them by
thr word tiremus—Let us pray.

Describing the spirit of worldiinesc
which prevailed widely in Catholie so-
clety at the tim: of the Refarmatlon,
and which broughr that scourge upon
the sensual. snetvated civilization of
that  unhappy eboch, Dom Guerange.
the learned Abbot of Solignes, says ;—

“ Falth wax weakened, rattonallsm
heenme feaffully levelaped, and now
unr age AN & threatened with whait fs
the renult of thess evile--th1 sub- rsfon
«f all sorlal order. Countries wilch
RUl! continued to be Cutholle were on-
focted with that spirit of pride which
is ihe enemy of prayer. The modern
=pirit would have It that prayer is not
actlon.  Th, found rome who

all
aays of flod from the earth,’ and there
waine upon us that calamity whi
Leingn all others with 1t, and which the
& Mardnrhal besought God to avert
hix nat when he said, aa:t
that

Ns t4 Thee

AVAll does thils wise old monk call it
& <alumity when the neople ¥ing no
more  During the hours of e life,
‘at the social gathering, on the days
which commemorate the nation's hone
our and ita Geeds of valour, o In the
times of hunest struggle In the arena
of politira the coming tegether of the
~ompany, their mingled Intercourse,
enthusiastic, hearty song, expresaive of
what Alis their hearts (ull. Let wuch
rccasions pass In dull. sullen silence,
and does not every one know that either
the bond of sympathy is not there or

tronble fs afoot T A truth that is equal-
1y applicabla In ita mowt elevated sense

» DArtly
believers in the act of enjoying the
‘Plecstre of & Bunday concert, while
the remainder, “with' ‘ol bookh in
:::; i"u;mor \:y thetr ddg. Whiv pdd!.
h the. pro
and a hundlz? m’&'ﬁ t"o‘;‘nledv“ .1‘,:::9
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At Desttunto, on Oct. 27th, the wite ot Mr, Thomas
“Fmory of s s0a.

1 hhive sald true, or is It not ? As to
ita feasibility, that is quite another
queation. As to that it Is cnough to
say here that what is, 13 feasible. Ab
urse ud posse valet ilatto, I knew
that more than one wili say that there
is " a lon in the road without,” but the
teply should be: If thy servant Dbe
not hindered, though there be twenty
nons iying in wait, yet in the neme
o‘: the Lord will T go out and siay
em.

t!
ALFRED YOUNG.
LU
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J. H. Bogers,

‘This nsme stauds for & house that
lias beon ic the hat avd fur trade since
the year in which %6 battle of Waterloo
vias fougbt. The family to the ihird

cneration bave been born and
faeriers,  Neediess to remark as $0 the
clasn of godbds oo now ad

establish ﬁo“;rw o u‘hr‘m“
mea! '+ Rogers, wm
xiresd ; sll we have to say ia thad in

;b&mdu sod styles they are up %o

————e————
€ At Home,? of Branch 85, C. M. B. 4,

81, Miobsel's Beavch of Wk
Matusl Benefit Adsooisdion will [
** Ab Home," m 81 Géorge's: , Rlm

4 state ot things should all our re|

tend, for It will oMy be when it tlg“et:
tablished that we shaill be able to taste
the sweetness as well as delight in the
beauty and feel ndeur of that
congregational singing which so many
dncnm. but which is Incompatible with

i&ho musje of Doy 0‘? . %
n Glovéan
Barbiere, and Faust” anei, Fidetto 11
Well was It sald by an observer of
Auman nature that he would nather
;\'me the nation’s songs than make ite
aws.
gune i the volce of nature, and
duubly zl the rl:zm‘elv. utterance of
~, Yec] a melody of ne-
er or 188s variety of tome, yﬂmt ':f\sn
the mind s overwhelmed in tha con-
lemplation of some noble, Inspiring
trith. o0 the heartstrings throb with
tumultuous emqtiona of joy, of luve, or
of sorrow, then the mouth, made elo~
Quent, CAn N0 lunger content itseif with
the tones of ®, common utterance, or
With the listleas events of every-day
1e and business, bue with quick in-
stinct Intones the melodious rhythm of
the song, the Aymn, the pealm,
alrge.
- ' Beatus populus " exclalms the psal-
mist; " qul sunt judllatione.” Blessed
le who know Jjubllation.

in the peopl
;}‘hen‘)ﬂy ia jubliant, the happy one

The aim of this paper has been to
show not only that the people In our
religious metvices may sing, but that
they ought to sing. thay It is the beat
thing to be done, and that it is & spirit-
ual damage to them not to =tng. When
the peaple are deprived of participa-
tiun 1n the servicew of religton by be-
ing debarted the only way they can
cactivagly ghate In them, they. in great
part, fall bavk Inte a duli. perfune-
tory. Ignomnt utterunce. content with
A refitruml of the same Invariahle
ruund of plously-worded praye.s, which
they find in thelr = Patha to Paradise,”
" Keys of Heaven,” . Golden  Manu-
ale" or syme other prayer hooks, glad
tn he relieved occasionaly by quietly
=itting still. thinking of nothing in par
tirular. and enfosing the unreligious
®inging of the cholr.

Many and- many a time I have con-
nidered whether the Intelligent men and
wornen at High Mass were not more or
leas ashamed of heing sllent spectators
of the pubtc offices- of treir C -
a
aseume by
heen combating.
desplt» their respect for authority and
readiness ta Helleve It must.  be all
right, thelr na 1 sense of humiliation
at thue being made High

ass el

that 1t
should

HI

mes s
was not, &fter ajl, Just what it

be.
There B nio qhestion as to what High
Veppers would be H oele-
rding to the highest and
moat perfect stancard of excellence de-
alred by the Church. and which w
be hailed an the purest exempiifica-
tion of Christian worship. It would be
the divine services sung togetnen by
Ml(eu. cholr, and all the people pres-

en
T am_arguing now only for the prin-
ciple, let us ssitle that first, I3 what

ot the gloris or the creed déigns to =
ome to an ends but ‘refresh. | 4ress, on Weduesday evening, Nov.
i g sight of nn’unm\x‘g’.‘b})’é& of X\‘\'I‘e ”'d"“‘e“"m“’d“&‘ .N‘m" ‘s
wimah!ppers, learred and gh b has been evgaged for the eo-
and low, rich and poor, unostentatiously | oasion, sud s choios niusical programuse
lsa by 2 select choir, engaxed in hoart- | will be rendersd, The past entertain.
houne iy ‘et o 1 07 | meata beid, nudee the suspioss o Shis
,
“To 8o consoling @nd trufy Catholic ch aro 8 g tee that all who will

attend the * At Home"” on Thavksgiv-
iog Eve will rpend & very exjoyable

sime, The following oommitwe are
working to makie i\ & sucoess!
Messrs. Thoa McGuire, F, B, Wiotes-

berry, Ww. Ryan, John Liston, James
Gontiors, B. J. Dyle, and Thos. Rysu.
Invitatious way be cblaived from any
member of Bruuch 85.
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