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MUNISTERS', WIDOWS', AND
01LPHANS' FUN D.

It imay not be unintercsting to
both the clergy and laity of our
church in the Maritime Provinces
to hear a few thing.3 about the
present atate and future prospects
of the IL W. and 0. ud
Many years ago, it wus feit to, be a
desirable matter, that proviuion
âhould be mâade for the widtows and
orphans of thoso who devote their
lime and talen)ts ininistering at
Ood's Altar. The Prosbyteries of
ifalifax, St. John and Pictou were
forwa.rd in urging the adoption of a
scheme that would secure 80 desir'.
able a resuit as a vrovision for a
Ivery heiplessand deserving clasa ini
the community. Foremost amongst
the benefactors wus the late Rev.
Dr. Donald of St. John, N. B., who
wus ever ready to Iend a helpiug
band that had for its object the lben-
efit tf man, and the alleviation of
the ills of humanity. In 1878
$4400 had been ieceived as a nuc-
leus in the raising of a permanent
fund. The congregation of St. An-
drew's, Pictou, contributed $445 for
the purpose, and many instances of
Iiberality arA- enlightened interest
were manifested throughout the
bounds of the Synod. Since 1875
the matter, as far as our ohurch is
concerned, has been in abeyance.
Tii. sums contriblkted have passed
into the care and keeping of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada,
and tilt lately, littie lias been said

or done in reterence to, a vindieatio<i
of our dlaim and wrightsi. In pros-.
pect of a flnal settleiiaeit of chiirtà
difficulties by the cotemplated de.~
cision of the Privy Council, in th
cate of Dobie vesn.s the Tempora
ities Board, a fe"ellng of expý9ct.%ti
has been ralsed in th e minds; of ti
ministerg, memibers, and adhert-n
of our Church. Thi.4 fieeling ha&&s
late, been much fosteredl by the de
termination of the Presbyteri
Church in Canrda, to wa4la
oui funds with theirs.

Originally the. contriutions,4
the furd for ministers' widow
and orjphaxi were to be devoted
the miuister-s' widows and orph
of "«The churcli of the Marit
Provinces in connection with
Church of Scotland.» This wan th
recorded object for the establih
ment of the fund, and it doessSe
as if, this really beli~ the dosa
that there should, b. little diffcu
ýty in adjudging to, whom the co
tributed mo;ney belonga. To go
law, to throw away good money
ber bad, would b. ridiculous.
sense of right, however, miaht 1
bo, a satisfactory conclusion.
bobli paxties were actuated with
simple desire to ask, and to, vive I
,do the right, the mabter might n
be far from a settlement.

Aqain, it might be a questionf
consîderation to the ministers of o
church, what course they wo
pursue, should their ni<rhts
status as regards the. funýb

yecognized' and accorded by t
Presbyberian Chu:rh in Can
TO SOEUmexinds, to throw in our 1
with the ministers' wiieows and
phans of- the. United Church,
mends itself. The future secuxi


