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. BIBLE STUDY.

It is hardto estimate the importance
%o the world of the uniform system of
Bible study in Sunday-schools inaugur-
sted some years ago, and - gradually de-
weloping towards perfection. It isanew
ecumenical system of church service
growing out of the necessities of a new
age, and more catholic than any missal
ot prayer-book of the past, dealing less
perhaps  with worship, but mach more
with intellectual life. The necessity
which gave it birth was this.  Bible
study was in former generations among
the more devout principal part of educa-
sion, In some countries, such as Scot-
Iand, it formed the basis “of all school
Jearning. It has been displaced. Sys-
tematic text books . and multiplying
sciences have left but little rcom for
direct Scripture study in the day school
and even this is offensive tomany. The
Sunday-school arose to fill the want thus
created, hut efforts to work upon the
heart and couscience, to bring about re-
Kgious experiences in the lives of schol-
ars, gradually took the place of system-
atic Bible study, and thisin turn yielded
largely to singing, specches and other
excreises, and atirac fons, such as the
distribution of beoks and newspapers
and tickets for Snndt)-enhool festivals
and pic-nics, uniil the ordinary pupil
became very confused ss t» what he
went to Sunday-school for.  The orthe-
dox answer tothe quest'on would have
Been to learn_ to be good, but the true
coprcitniinns  amswer. 10 get hooks,
papers : and Clrisimas presents, oF to get
visited by the Dorcas-isdies. At such
» time s 1his necessity demand d snme-
lhm" no e -ystematic i the way of
rgu'as terijture study, the most -
telliz ent punii en o yedrs” of
Sunday-s.hool attendance, beinp found
wore iwn mnt of ;imp’e mat s of Old
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Testament history than their fathers
were in their babyhood. The uniform-
ity of lessons throughout the world has
brought it about that newspapers, both
rehmous and ° secular, can scarely avoid
giving space toa weekly Bible lesson—
that the mightjest theologians of the day
give thought to the preparation of such
lessons for teachers and scholars, and to

the publication of books bearing upon

the subjects thus to be studied. The
whole Christian world is for a time
to study . the holy character and the
burning life of Elijah—is to some ex-
tent, fascinated by it dramatic grandeur,
to some extent filled wi h its holy ardor
and inspired with ita lofty courage.
Like Moses, who saw  fire in the bush,
mankind eannot resist turning aside to
see what this remarkable phenomenon
meant, connot help hearing the voice
crying: “ Put off thy shoes from off
thy feet, for the place whereon. thou
standest is holy ground:” can scarcely fail
to hear the voice of Jehovah speaking
to it anew with promises of faithfulness
and deliversnce. 1t is not for the child-
ren alone, Lat for all who desire ta know
what that great ‘cgucy of the ancient
East (the Blble) ‘has in it for ,us, to
study week by wetk dhe Sunday-sdnool
lessons, and to bresthe in the life with
which the holy pages ure instinct

The English revisetz of the Old Testament
have held forty-ans scssoms. Tlhey have car-
ried their revision as  far as Ewckicl x%iv., 4.
The English revisers of the New Tektament
have held »ixty fise sewond. At their lait
meeting they reachwd the sixth chapter of
Hebrews, . ¥4

Kixastos—REvivAl. A vemarkable Pros-
by terinn revival j s in pro ok at Mnrtintown.
The Rev. Donald Regs, of Lunerster, and Rev.
Mr. Bavic, of Cormwall, vr ctigrgeed jimn was
Reve Mi. N, of. Kixtgrcm, tiet that: : entle-
huvimgr setives , Bev, Moo ol bips oven
e aphied for.  Over one Butidred sud Gty
ey protessed sonversion, ar * tin Y€ ure se-ens
yfive crquiven,



