166 TRE MOMTULY RECORD OF
rest fuith and good worke, and shew a
gratitude to God for his abundamy, mercies,
#nd fur the copious dew with which he has
gefrested the Lwe honoured ficlds of our Col.

onial Ziun, AP,
O s,
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‘Of Missiorary Labours in Cape Breton.
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Notwithatanding the discouraging circum-
stence that cur church at Plaister Cove was
burncd last year, our people with commendable
pereeverauce, endeavourcd to repair the loss by
prepannug part of the n.aterial for a new one.—
Owing however to the depressed condition of
trade—the failure of the fisheries. and the ex-
treme severity of the past winter—~we canuot
erect tt ¢ Luiwging this year. The amount con.
tributed by the congregation to the building of
tue Church which was destrovad, is estimated
wt upwards of »is hundred dollars.

At River Izhabitants our new church is fin-
ished vutnioe and is likely to be finished innide
in the courne of the summer. We hoped to
have had it finished last fall, but the early arri-
val of winter stopped the plastering, and did a
httle damage to it also, so taht we were obliged
te defer the fnishing of it until this season,

The energy and hearty good-will ot our people
here cannot be too highly commended. Some
of tne young men gave from twenty to thirty
days gratis, besidcs contributing large portions
of the matertal. Qur adherents at River Dennis
~with one or two exceptions—have given libe-
rally towards it; especially when we consider
that from the distance between the two places,
they cannot expect to attend public worship at
River Inhabitants, oftener than once or twice a

year.

At West Bay our adherents, who are general-
1y voor and much scattered, suffered mach from
the failure of the fisheries and grain crops.—
Some material was contrihuted toward repairing
the old church; but as we were building so many
elsewhere and required all our funds 1 did not
dee:n it passible in the circumstances to accom-

vish it.

y Lust winter [ twice visited Loch Lomond and
the susrounding districts,spending several weeks
there on each visit Most of the settlementsin
this quarter are only from twenty-seven to thirty
years old. ‘The soil is thin, hard and easily ex-
hausted, and is liable to heavy fogs from sea-
ward, which often do much to injare the grain
‘crops. Consequently few of the inhabitants de-
pend on farming alone for & living. Many of
‘them engage in fishing, or work at the Coal
Mines and other public works of the couatry,
leaving their lang to be cultivated or uot, as the
‘casp mey be, by their families.

Our adhereats in the shore district extending
from Lardvise to St. Beprit—a distance of fifteen
miles—are anxious to build a eliurch for them-
selves, and have subscribed a respectable sum
for that purpose. In the present state of the
‘country, I could not urge them to proceei fur-
ther with it.

About twelve miles inland lies the district
ca'led Lake Uist, which is settled mostly by na-
tives of the Hebrides. Having no p'ace of wor-
ahip they set about the builaing of on:, snd last
wiater procured a considerable portion of the
muterial required. I had arranged to visit them
in Mxy, but received a letter from one of our
trustees these, recommending me not to attempt
it, as I could not obtain twenty pounds of hay
for my horse in that quarterfor as many dollars;
and stating further that the frame and a portion
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of the other timber rcquired had bLeen jlaces
upon the site—but that most of the lighter n.a.
terial had 10 be curried on their shoulders frow
the stump to the apen lumber voads, ns it way
imp«-asi\;re to move their teams through tie
snow on account of its unusual depth.

During my winter visit I held meetinga for

ublic worehip, nearly every night, in private
Komeu : and tho' the cold was unusual, and the
ronds deeply covered with snow, the meeting,
were well attended, and much carnestness and
devotion were manifested.

1 expected last summer that a respectable am.
ount would have been raised in each of these
districts, towards partly relieving the Coloniaj
Committee, and in consequence delayed applyirg
sooner to the Presbytery for the usual certificate.
Last year we were constantly collecting for the
churches we were building. Our people are
nearly all natives of the West of Sootland, and
50 have not been accustomed to support ordin.
ances by the building of churches aud the pay-
ing of Minister’s stipend. Marcover, they were
without proper congregational erganization,and
it took some time to get them into even toler.
able working order. Owing to the repeal of the
Reciprocity Treaty. our coal mines were either
stopped altogether or worked on half time  Our
fisheries failed sadly, and, to add tothe dis.ress,
the crop in general has seldum been poorer.—
The severity of the winter was very unusual,en-
tailling a scarcity of food for man and beast.—
Many cattle died ; many pirsons were in great
poverty, and many of the hizhland districts
were in a state of famine. One old man living
in a back settlement told me that during winter
he had often been forty-eight hours without food.
I have too much reasan to believe that his state-
ment was strictly true, and that many other per-
sons suffered in a similar manner. ad it not
been for the aid received from other parts of the
province and from the government,l am con-
vinced that many would have been compelled to
abandon their farms and go elsewhere to seek
for the means of subsistence. .

In these circumstances it will be evident that
our people could contribute but little towards
the payment of missionary expenses. Ome or
two subscription lists were opened, and small
sums were subseribed, amounting in all to sixty
dollars. If our churches were tinished or vearly
so, I believe that one-half the salary of a mis-
sionary would be at once contributed.

As it is, all our energies were directed to the
building of places of worship ; and all the money
and labour people could afford, were spent in the
effort to acoomplish this.

I have reason to conclude that (£40) forts
pounds sterling will be contributed towards pay-
ment of missionary expenses, by these several
districts, during this ensuing year.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Jaxes W. Frastr.
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WALLACE.

The Pic-nic of the Sabbath School in con-
nection with St. Matthew’s Kirk, Wallace,
vame off on Saturday the 11th inst. An in-
vitation was sent and accepted by the village
Sabbath Schaol in connection with the Wes-
leyan Church. It was arranged that the Sab-
bath Schools of the outlying districts wers
to join the village ove at the Kirk. As the
appointed hour drew near waggon loads of
neatly dressed children might be seen making
their way to the place of meeting. Those



