
1899. THE Pi'ESBYTERIAN RE CORD. 2

WVHAT TH~lE WAtt IS ABOUT.

The following suinnary of the causes of
the South African war is given by the
"Interior " of Chicago. It is one of the
best ive have seen in such short coinpass,
and is ail the more pleasing coning f romn
across the uine:

"<Six principal points are involved in the
arbitrament precipitated by the formiai de-
claration of wvar by the B3oer goverrnnent.
They are:

"Il. Taxation without representation. The
British govcrnmnent demnanded for British
subjeets that this should be rectified. The
Boers finaily made the concession that five
years of residence and the oath of allegiance
to the Boer republic should entitie an out-
lander to vote. But this concession wvas
placcd under limitations wvhich practically
nullified it. It ;vas flot an honest offer. The
Imperial goverrnent demanded a five year
limnit to palitical incompetcncy, and that
the ballot should flot bo subjectmt to any
nullifying conditions. This the Boers re-
fusod, unless tho Imperial governiment should
renounce suzerainty'. The latter refused to,
discuss that question and the Boers thon
withdrew the offer.

'<2. Trial by jury. British subjects are
not allowed a trial by a jury of thieir peers,
as under the laws of ail Englisli-speaking
peoples. A British subject under the Boer
oligarchiy must be tried by a jury of Boers.

"3. Education. In the public schools the
Englisli language is not allowed. As the
population of Johannesburg is twenty Eng-
lish to one B3oer, thîs ivas a virtual exclu-
sion 0f Englisli children from the sehools.
The lr1îpcrial governiment denianded, on be-
baîf of British subjects, that the two Ian-
guages should stand on an equality-English
speakers to have the same benefits as those
exclusively givon to the Dutch. This wvas
refused.

"4. Municipal governient. There are only
about 1,000 Boers in Johannesburg to 23,000
outianders. The Boer governiment clung to
its exclusive right to govern the English
city without the consent of the governed.

"5. Extortionate taxation. Bof ore the
English discovcred and developed the Kim-
berley and Witwatersrand mines the total
inco î'e of the Boer government wvas about
six iljlion dollars. It is now four times
that amount, or a levy upon the outianders
of Si19,000,000 per annum, in the expendi-
ture of whicli the tax-payers are allowed
no voice.

"6. Slavery. Though this does not appear
ini the diplomatie discussion, it bas affected
the sentiments of British subjeets toward
the Boers. The natives are l)ractically en-
slaved by theni. They caîl it 'apprentice-
ship,' but the native youth are held to work
and labor without compensation during the
Most effective period of thoir lives, namnely,

till the age of twventy-eighit. A fter that
age they are licld to service by tcrrorlsm, In
many, if flot inost, instances. This is liigb-
ly repugnant to the British constitution,
wvIose glory lias long been tlîat no slave can
tread on British soul. The earth emanci-
pates hiu tme instant lie stands upon it.'

" These are the issues upon whichi the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State have
thrown down the gauge of battie. The con-
tention wvas not ovor the riglht of thc Boers
to self-government. That, tic Imperial gov-
ernment hias nopver questioned nor made any
attempt to circuniscribe. The dcmand of
the Englisli is that Englishmnen ivithin the
limits of the British Empire shall have
equal enjoyînent of that riglit witli al
others. I

DR. LIVINGSTONE AND THE BOERS.

It is well to note Livingstone's impressions
at tlîat tinie of the Boers who founded the
Transvaal, as giron un his jook, "Mission-
ary Travels in S. Africa."l Ho says:

"Another adverse influence with wvhich the
mission had to contcnd, was the vicinity of
the Boers of the Cashan Mountains other-
wviso namcd 'Mýagaliesborg.' These are not
to, ho confounded wvith the Cape Colonists
who somotimes pass by the name.

The word 'B3oer' simply means 'fariner,'
and is not synonymous with our word
'boor.' Indeed, to the Boers generally, the
latter term would be quite inappropriate,
for thoy are a sober, industrîous, and Most
hospitable body of peasantry.

Thoso, howover, who have led fromi Eng-
lish Iaw on various protexts, and have been
joined by Englisli deserters and every other
varîety uf bad character in their distant
localities, are unfortunateiy of a very dif-
feront stamp.

T1hîe great objection many of the Boers
had, and still have, to English law is that
it makes no distinction between black mon
and white. Thoy feit aggrioved by thoir
supposed losses in the emancipation of
thoir Hottentot slaves, and determined to
oreet thomrsoives into a republie, in wvhich
they might pursue wvithout molestation the
'propor treatmnent of the black?' It is
needloss to add that the 'propor treatment'
has always contained in it that essential
elemont of slavery, namneiy, compuisory un-
paid labor.

"One section of this body penetrated the
interior as far as the Cashan niounitains,
and a giad welcome was given by the Be-
chuana tribos, who had just escaped the
hard sway of Mosilikatze. Thoy came with
the prestige of white mon and dohivorers,
but the Bochuanas soon fourid, as they ex-
pressed it, that Mosilikatze was cruel to his
enomnies, and kind to, those ho conquered,
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