
antiquaited ideas of the middfle agei ratber than to àtllowv his belipf to, be

influenced hy the light afforded throughi modern research ; yet, the £-Let
is stiti evident that the old viewvs concerning, soîne of the now wel
p)roved and gener-eliy accl)teC truths of science to soine extent yet pre-
vail. To the earnest, student of Natture, however, thet e is nothing more
certain than tliat broàader and trner vie'vs of the harmony and fitness of
ail things pertaining, to the material wvorld wvill be presented as know-
]edge of these thingys increases, and that a grander and more correct con-
cejêtion wvill lie afforded of the great Author by wvbon Al thinn's have
been brouglt into existence and hy whoin they are harmoniously con-
trolled.

There is yet one aspect of the scientifie question wvhich, to lis, as
studchnts of Nature in ail ber forms, neeci have no direct practical inte-
res-, but, wbichi, owing to certain circumnstances, bas asqumed -such a
phase at the present day as te inent a word of' explanation. To many
of uls the expression, Ilconflict of religion and science," Ùis familiar
enoughi, but to sonie at Ieast I fancy the phrase is, to a verv large
extent., nearly meaning]ess. The amnis of scientifie investigation are, or
s'hould be, the acquisition ot truth itself eoncerniag the phienomena of
Nature, anîd its conclusions are based uipon. the examination of the
mateiA~ things around ils. The aims of religion are aise associate:lI
with the ascertainment of trtnth in its ighes)pct forin, biit tlsese luîtve an
entireir different lîeAring, andi are not confined to the material, but
rather dci 'î'itb the irmaterial or im-i-nortal portion of %îlankind. in
certain pmoints thiese two lînes% of investigation tend to converge, and in
sueh cases, ovn imperfert interi)retatiofl on one sidA or thte other,
or possibly on loth, thee is an apparent clash of opinion.

It is plain, hoîvever, r.hat science, that is, natural science, ivas flot
inte.nded als a, haudi(-hook to ecd religion, except, 1îossibly by induction
and in its broadest sense ; and it is equally plain tlîat there is no reason
whyv religion should be so tîvisted ont of lier natural sphere as to cause,
any direct interference wvith tic teachiings of science, seeing that the
two proceed in sucb entirely different hunes.

Aur apparent discrepancies %vîticl inar exist in the interpretation
of the two books wvhicli have been given is, viz., that of Revelation
whiclî we cati the Bi3ble, and that often styled the unwritten page


