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A FEW HINTS FOR PAINTERS.

STAININO WooiD (Mahogany).-To staia wood, mahogany,

take logwood and hoil until you have a strong decoction -

When cold, add Borne apple cider vinegar, say one-third of the

quantity reqnired. A simple application to the wood will

give a good imitation, but if a fine job of staining ha required,

have some burnt umber mired with junet enongh glue to bind

or fasten the colour on the wood, being careful not to put on

any more than just enough to accomplish that, as too much

glus will spoil the next operation, and make the whole job a

botcb. Try it on a pieco of wood flrst, and if after this umber

i. dry the wood takes the stain of logwood, it ha rigit ; 'if it

does not absorh quickly, then it ha. too much glue in it.

Mucilage is a littie more expensive, but I prefer it to glus,

nsing it in the sarne mannor. When this is applied, or while

wot, wipe with a rag ; when dry, stain the wood vory freely

with the logwood, nsing a spouge or rag to wipe ont what the

wood doos not tako. but do not rub so strongly as to work up

the umnber. Thon shellac and varnish, or polish, as the case

may ho. The idea of the umber treated in this mauner, is to

have it enter the grain of the wood, and bines seen thraugh

the logwood staining show tho darker shades, the same as the

natural wood.

CHERRY WOOD.-Tace common yeilow ochre, getting the

dark shade. Break it in water, add a littie stale beer, and

&tain the wood with this for the firat coat. Sandpaper lightly,

to cnt where the grain inay have rimes, then have nme good

red lake, ground in distoxnper for common work, but for botter

work in turpeutine only, and add a few spoonfals of drying

Japan, accordiug to the quautity ta be used, merely to bind

it ta, the wood, and no more, wiping away ail surplus, thon

sheilac and varnish or oil. If you neod something very fine,

-ase a common grade of Munich lake. This will make the

cherry now boing us.d so extenaively on furniture and honneo

trimmings. Try it and you wil liko its riohnesu, eapocially

when polished.

POLIBHINO WOOD (Varniah Polishing).-To polish wood is
to, gi vo it a samooth gbosay surface, and at the same time show

ail the heautyof the grain. Lt is an old art, and wus nsed

long bof ore high-gloss varuishes came into common use. At

first tiieso varnishes were very expeusive, and thorefore com.

mon material was usod, and by friction a high gloa waa se-

cured. Thon the matonial or varnish used was not of such a
high grade as to rotain a glosa as bcng as polish would, and so,

evon for fine farniture and fine houso-ornamenting, polishing

was resorted to, and et is stili doue to this day on a great

rnany articles whore the wood is to ho finished in the natural

state, and for ail flue articles, rnade of oxpensive wood, that

are handlod rnuch, such as musical instruments, fine furniture,
houso.furnishing ornamonta, and rich wood decorationa for

interiors.
Thero are two kinds of polishing-varnish pobishing and

French polish. Vamuish polishing is used for pianos and

furnitnre with large surfaces, and ia dons in the foblowing

manner :-Take common corn starch, mix with turpentins and

a littîs drying brown japan, and add any pigment ta give it

the colour of thew~ood ta ho filled. This can either ho mixed

thin .nough ta ho spread and rubhed into the grain of the

wood, or made into a paute and sproad with a broad putty

kuife. 'When this ha dry, sandpaper, holding the paper evenby

on, or undor a block, and do it j uât enough ta lot the su bstance

romsain in the colis or grain of the wood, and tako off the sur-

plus. If a common job, or ans that hà not extra, twa coats of

polishiuig varnish can ho appliod after this, but if a first.claaa

job is to, b. doue, layon a very heavy coat ce scrapiug varn ish.

This ean b. bought already prepared, and will dry hard in

about a week or ton days. Now, with a wels-harpenod steel

scraper proceed to take off ail this scraping varni8h. You

muât start at one corner and proceed carefnlly, not cutting

into the wood, but only the varniali. It is net a very hard

job, as the varnish is prepared on purpose for this operation.

Rub ail over lightly with fine sandpaper, say No. J, and ca'..

and dust off. Over this give two coats of the best polishing

varnish. Put away for at least a week or ton days, and longer 1,
if possible.

Next mub with fine pulverized pumice-stono and wator,

until a amooth level surface has been secured, but you muet b.

careful flot to cut into the wood. Clean off with sponge and

water, and dry with chamois skin. Thon rub very avenly

with sweet oil and woollen cloths and rotten stone. Whon al

the surface seeme to have a littie glose and no scratches wipe

with sof rage until ail the oil and atone is cleaned off. Now

take a piece of silk, and spreading some dlean uifted wheat

flour, rub strongly until yon have a fine polished surface. The

flour absorba ail the ail, and where the work is handled it do..

not leave a mark that a light rut, of the palm of the hand wîll

not tako off.

GRINDSTONES.t
A correspondent of an Eastern paper gives a description of a

visit to the Bay of Fundy and along the shores, where the

grindstone quarries are located. The superintendent of the

quarry says when the tide is ont his mon go down at the

rocky shore and work out near the water. At low tide the

men on the shore drill some holes in the ledge, put in powder,

and blast out great pieces of rock. When the tide rises again

they float out big loge and empty-barrels over whero the

loosoned rocks are. When the wator goos down again they

fasten a big rock to the raft with -heavy chains, so when the

tide again rises it lifts up the raft and the rock with it. Thon

they tow it as near shore as they can. If it ha the right ki nd

and size for a inilîstone, sometirnea it is allowed to lie there

until the workmen, witu stono-chisel and hammer, work it

into the proper shape. At other times, by means of a derrick,

it is drawn out on the wharf. Thon it is rollod on a track and

hanled ta the factory.
At the great atone factory the large pieco of rock is placed

on a carniage, and with a saw sirnilar to the up and down saw

in a mill, the rock is sawed into great slabs of the riglit thick-

neom of the grindstone. The saw does not have teeth, but

wears its way through the rock with the aid of sand and water,

which are continually pouring on. Then the slaba are taken,

a hole made in the centre, the edges tnixnmed off with a chisel,
and the wholo placed ou a kind of lathe, tnrning it util it is

true and the edge 8mootb. The rock from which the grind-

stones are made is a kind of sandstone, and there is a great

difféence in the "lgrit," some being coarse and sme fine.

Often several different degrees of «"grit " are found in the same

quarry. There are rnany quarries along the Bay of Fundy.

The reason atone is taken from under the water, when there

are rnany quarrios a little distance fromn the shore, is becanse

the best atone cornes from the bottom of the bay, whero it ha

covered at high tide.

To REmýOVE STAINS FROM MÂRBLE.-Au equal quantity of

fresh spirits of vitriol and lemon juico will remove stains frorn

statuary marbie. Put in a bottle and shake up well, wet the

spots with the mixture, and ip a few minutes rub with a soft

linon cloth tili they disappear.
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