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ciples of righteousness. Ie who walks in the light of these commands will tread a sure path, will ij.

herit true riches, will be led into high knowledge.

As Coleridge says: * The Book of Proverbs is g,

best statesman’s manual cver written ;" and we might add, that it is the best collection of counsels in
political economy, in social science, and in practicul ethies. One remarkable fuet concerning it is, that
its author lived to illustrate both its counsels and its warnings, the one in his brilliant earlier years, the
other in his clouded luter life.  But not a sentence of the book is an excuse of its writer's sins, It deals
truthfully, boldly, rebukingly with the very crimes which its author committed. As Dr Aot has

said:  The
of that pu

writer, let us ponder well his utterances, that we

Verse 1. The Proverbs of Solomon hLuve
not very close relationship to the proverbial lore
of Gentile nations, to those pithy statements of
homely truth which pass current in modern times
such as, “"Tis an ill wind blows nobody good,”
¢ Many a little makes a mickle,”” “ A bird in the
hand i< worth two in the bush.” The word * prov-
erb,” in its biblical use, includes purables and eon-
densed wisdom in every form. While there are,
doubtless, especially in the latter part of this book,
tproverbs™ in the modern sense of that term, most
of its wise sayings show signs of having been la-
boriously condensed from long-continued indi-
vidual thought—the very reverse of modern literary
composition, If a modern poet, essayist, or puin-
ter has one clear-cut * original ' conception, he
has stock in trade for a life of uetivity, Ile pre-
sents his one thought in different forms, with dif-

ferent associations, and ealls it by different names § |

and the most suceessful man is often he who can
spread his thin thought furthest.  Most men ring
many changes on few bells,  But the ambition of
the ancient sage was to gather many harmonies of
truth into one note. Ile sat down with the de-
liberate intention of condensing into one verse the
findings of Lis whole life of wisdom j some of these
sentences doubtless represent each the lifework of
some good man. Of Solomon. Solomon was
the master of proverbial wisdom among the Ile-
brews, as David was their master of song, Even
after David’s death the psalms of the nation were
collectively called the * Psalms of David,” because
he set in motion the tide of song and gave tone and
character to the singing of his people. In like
manner the proverbs of the Hebrews were grouped
together as ** Proverbs of Solomon,” beeause 8olo-
mon made proverbial literature a living fact among
the IHebrews, though there were doubtless many
‘“ proverbs ' in existence before his time, and many
were added to the national collection after his
death, There is little doubt that the first portion
of the book comes dircet from Solomon’s pen or
tongue. ““ When he set himself seriously to in-
struct his people, to train them in sound views of
life, and in the practice of virtue and religion, he
nuturally embodied his views in terse and pithy
sentences, charming the imagination and ensy to
be rememhered.”—Deane, But many minds and
many ages were concerned in the entire collection,

ightcousness whieh the Spirit has spoken by his i
v avoid his example while following his precepts,

ing imperfections of the man’s life have been used as a dark ground to set off the luster

Warned, then, by the full of t)e

It reflects the wisdom of Isracl: from the wollen
age of its monarchy to that decadence whicl 2.
kial sought to offset, There is in the Book of
Proverbs a series of titles or superseriptions di-
viding it into several little books; for instance,
“The Proverbs of Solomon,” here and at ¢l apter
10. 1; “The Words of the Wis iy
Things also Belong to the Wise ™ (24, 23); * Proy-
erbs of Solomon, which the Men of Hezekiali ( ‘opied
Out™ (25, 1) “The Words of Agur” (30, 1);
“The Words of Lemuel” (31.1). It is well for
the teacher to call attention to the * parallclisy
of most of the proverbs; that is, the balancing of
one ‘thought against another, which sometimes
affeets the very sound of the verse,

2. Verse 1 may be regarded as a title, and
verses 2, 3,4, 5,and 6 as a sort of preface or con-
tents, a kind of epitome of the book. Wisdom
throughout Proverbs may be defined almost as vir
tuous choice; instruction is literally * chastise-
ment,” moral training, Understanding stands
for what we would now better express by the word
‘discernment,” the power of distinction letween
right and wrong.

3. To receive. This isa part of the sentence
begun with the beginning of the first verse: “The
purpose of Solomon’s proverbs is to enable him
who studies them to receive ™ the four excellences
mentioned here,  Wisdom.  Faithfulness, Not
the same word in Ilebrew as the * wisdom” of
verse 2. Justice. *Rightcousness, uprightness.
Judgment. Fairmindedness, Equity, -
mony with the lnw of God. The student of Prov-
erbs, therefore, should acquire, by their help,
habits of prudence in personal eonduet, of morality
among his fellows, and of reverence for God

4. Subtilty. Sharpness, shrewdness. Sime
ple. Impressionable, susceptible, easily influcneed.
Young man. When these proverbs were coined
it would have been thought fantastic to furnish
similar helps to the young woman; she had
neither mental ability (so it was believed) nor so-
cial opportunity to take advantage of them. DBut
to-day these maxims of wisdom come to our young
women with equal appositeness and force with our
young men. Diseretion. Discernment.

5. A wise man will hear. Of course. Itis
the musical man who most delights in concert of
sweet sounds ; it is the artistic man who looks with
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