44

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[Jan. 26.

law. A venerable scroll is hrought out. It is one
of the holy books. It 15 handed 10 the person ris-
ing to reeeive it, and who is the reader? lmine-
diately he attracts every eye. What a serious
while compussionate fuce hie hus ! Tow kingly his
air, and yet how brotherly | 1lis voice is inipress-
ive while tender, und yet full of sympathy, mak-
ing you think of rich bell notes with soft, deep
eadences,

Everybody leans forward to see. All listen
eagerly, while those who hear with difficulty are
making trumpets of their hunds and holding them
up to their cars,

The old-time scroll is opened.

1t is the Book of Isaiah, who on the distant,
shadowy hilltops of prophieey saw Messial’s bright
day.

The strange reader in his commanding yet sym-
pathetie way begins:

*“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me!”

What beautiful pictures he makes as he pro-
oceds

“ Because he hath anointed mie to preach the
gospel to the poor.”

What pictures come before you!

You sce a great crowd of people who may not
often come to the synuagogue—homeless tramps,
slaves, poor fishermen, lepers—and they listen to
one bringing the Gospel free us the water from
Nazareth’s springs,

“1le hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted.”

You see some mother bowing over her dead son,
and lo, he comes who raises from the dead,

 To preach deliverance to the eaptives,”

You sce people in the bondage of a physieal trial,
inkane folkx in fetters, or in the servitude of a bad
habit or a superstition, and lo, the breaker of chains
draws nigh !

“ And recovering of sight to the blind.”

At the word of a great miraele-worker the veil
of darkness fulls away from those cyes long cov-
ered.

““To set at liberty them that are bruised.”

What relief is given to those bruised through
sickness or poverty, bruised through u false, hard
conception of duty to God,

* To preach the aceeptable year of the Lord.”

O sce the trumpets lifted and hear them pro-
claiming the year of jubilee!

When this gracious reader has finished, when,
amid the kindling faces all about him, he begins
his comments, he says, * This day is this seriptire
fulfilled in your cars.”

Why, you wonder, who is this?

People in the synagogue, too, are thinking.
They turn to ove another. They nod. You lis-
ten, and they whixper,  Is not this Joseph’sson ¢

What, Jesus who lived here once? ** Joseph's
soni”

You look at him and you sce something clse,

You think of a wonderful Jordan sceno where
Jesus is baptized in the restless nver,

You sce John's litted eyes of wonder,

The Holy Spirit like a dove is deseending.

God's xolemn voice is heard in blessing.

“ Joseph’s son

It is the Son of God in Nazareth’s synigogue to-
day.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The synagogue had no altar, nor was any sncri-
fice offered in it; yet it had an order which sug-
gested that of the temple, In both there was a
chest at the far end contuining the sucred law; the
lid o the one as well as the other was called * the
merey scat;” and u veil hung before it,  Here
were ‘“the chief seats” which the rich and the
Pharisees loved to occupy. In the middle was o
ruised platform on which several persons could
stand, with a pulpit for the Seripturo reader.
There was another chest for the sacred rolls of the
prophets. There was a college of clders, one of
whom was chiefy he ruled the synagogue. Jesus
stood up to read, and sat down to teach or preach,
There wus a chair neur the pulpit, and to sit down
in that chair was to assume the functions of
preacher; the chupter was read standing. There
was handed to him the roll of Isainh by the deacon
(ehazan), whose duty was to keep these sucred
writings and act as a sort of junitor or superin-
tendent 1o gev everything clse in order for the
service. e also acted as schoolmaster. There
were always ten ““men of Icisure,” whose duty it
was to be on hand 1o muke a congregution and
take up the colleetion for the poor. Without ten
persons present it was not a congregation,

There were two readings: one from the Penta-
teuch, the seeond from the prophets. The Penta-
teuch was commonly written on one long roll.
Isaiah was probably in a roll by itself, as the other
prophet volumes,

The chapter read is the lesson in the modern
ritual appointed to be read on the Day of Atone-
ment.  In the calendar of modern Jews, Deuter-
onomy and Isuiah run parallel.  Any reputable
person of sufficient culture might be asked by the
deacon to read the Sceripture lesson j even strangers
might officiute (verse 18),  Isaial’s description of
the “*aeceptuble year of the Lord” was grounded
on the ever present rhetorie of the year of jubi-
lee, of liberty to slaves, release for debtors, and
restoration of encumbered or forfeited estates.
There couldd searcely be named a period of history
when such a message would he more uceeptable.
Slaves were unprotected ; males and females were
exposed to namcless cruelties  compared with
which death by leing thrown to wild beasts
would he merey 3 the sick and old were turned out
to perish ; the poor which huddled in the erowded




