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0 yon. believe in magie? In the tales of Tudian inysti-
-. cisn? At any oclds it nced not prevent your listcning

IN ~ h ave ahvays been attracted by the study of magie,
by curions amulets and charnis, ini faet, by ainything which savored
of, or pertaile1 to, the practices of flic so-called witchcs. 1 had
corne into possession of the Ivory Idol, froin. a sailor who had re-
tuirned but lately froin India, that country of mystery and magie.
The tale lie told me was eurious-nay, inbelievable in our western
ecivilization. "Thie iflol," lie said, "lbas the peculiar power of
granting any wishi wihed upon it, but ecdi wvish is accomnpanied
by soine inisfortune, ichel causes tihe fiifillment of flic ivish, and
is brouglit about by sonie natural means. For instance, a Rajah
once owned the idiol and Nvishied for iimmiortality. H1e ]ived over
one hundred and forty ycars, anud then wisiied for death-;iis life
lhad been iniserable, trouble on every side; he existed; hoe didn't
live. Believe me or imot as youi will, but I warn you flot to wishi on
thie Ivory Idol, or you'Ii bc sorry ever after; nothiug but mis-for-
tune lias% followed ilspt.'

Withi this warning lie left mie, and 1 saw, no more of inu. The
idol, wvhich 1 hcld iii niy band. wvas a squat figure of Budcdha, abouit
four juches highi, carved froîn ivor, and set upon a block of ivory,
into whichi a niumber of curions les;.gnris wvere eut, the iffdian nmarks
representative of life andi( (kath. 1 lookied iit thîe idol as, it Iay in
uîy hand-the face, liard and eruel, -,vas adorned with a rather
cynical sinile, suchi a sinile as you niight ex--peet the dcvii to, Wear
while looking at the souls of thie danineà in lheU. I slipped the idol
int my pocket and strolled up to-i'n.

1Wl, said. "thiat's the story as lie told il to me; it souuds
rather fantastie, I '1 admit, but personally 1 thinli there is sonie
truth ait least in it. One thing certain. I'm not goiug to fool withi
theio- aeavr respertful fear of India's miagie oee
imkmossil)le sonie of it niiay sépem.

I ws seaingto, Tom ?Madison, at. whose house I was spending
the e-vening. Tom liad been inarriedl about two mouthis. and was
entirely devoted to, his -%vife, wio, 1 miit say, wvas as mnuch attachied
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