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Natural Law: then, is a participation of Eternal Law in ra-
tional creatures. Lt is that; guiding principle whieh coines from.
man 's reasoning pow'ers, as the Eternal Law is that saie guidiug
principle coming from God, w'ho, is R-iniself eternal. Natural Law-%
is the imipression of divine reasoil in our mind, w'hichl makies us
mnasters of ourselves and capable of ruling our most inward thouglit
as welI as our outw'ard action. Natural Law, mnorcover, is the im-
pression of divine liglit in us by whiehi we discern wvhat is good
aud wvhat is bad.

Maxi is the only earthly being subject to, NaturaI Lawv, for he
alone possesses an intelligence and -%vill. It is by this intelligence,
through the aet of reasoning, tliat lie cornes to perceive t'is inward
manifestation which is to be a guide to, his every aei. The posses-
sion of a free -wil enables mnail to, accept or refuse the dictates of
fuis natural rule and this is w-hy Natural Law is found aniong the
la-ts of niorality.

Animal on the other liand performns ail its operations flirougli
neeessity. It has miot the privilege of chioosing, but must act, al-
ways, in accordance to fixed and binding laws. These are called
the physieal lau-s as opposed 10, those of moral, guiding the free
operation.

It is the instinct whieh, ]cads a dog toe seif-preservation, and
notbing can deter il fromn this tendency. 'Man is not physieally
bound. te a mnoral law,%v in this way, and thoughi morally bomrd, inay
at any lime break this rule whichi leads Iiim on. And se, man
differs from, ail other earthly beings iii this respect, for minerais.
plants and animais aire neeessitated in aIl their operations.

In the physical world, comiposed as it is of bodies, the phy-
isical la,% is the dctermined manner in ýwhich a cause produces its
effeet. For instance, in tIstronoiny, wve have fixe laws of Kepler
cencerning the motion of ieavcnly planets; in Physics, time laws of
iveiglit amid of reflection; ini Clîeinistry, the laws of multiple pro-
portions. and likewise in ail ex-,perimenita-l sciences.

But in the world of spiritual souls. lucre are psychological and
logical laNvs whic.h equally represeut a neeezsary and 'unîchangeable
order. From a study of these, we couic t0 tixe study of moral lau'.
'which is ftxe moral obligation of tending 10 good, and we find, a
particular chiaracter net found ini lie precedimg: the agent 'being
free, he does not ae.t from necessity, but eau violate this lau' at
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