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that it is tlie property of such forin of adi.iistration to be under
the party systemn; smon also they learnid that ail administration
cannot very well be lookcd alter by eue goverinmental body. Pro-l
1848, ive can trace elections by prograi; and as early as 1856,
ivas munîicipal governmeut introduced iii the publie administration
inaehinery. The ramiification of poîvers whielh was thus brouglit
to, life, wvas followed ini 1867, by a greater decentralization of
powers, while, at the saine tiime, thec Federal body became invested
with greater or at lcast more extended respexisibilities. The Con-
federation Act marlis the last and meost conclusive stop towards
responsible governînent. That the tcrritory wras so vastly increased
we have to, be thianlçiful to the Crown that permittcd it; but that
legisiatures were crcatcd in cadi province we have to bo most
grateful, for this regulation gave the people mnost effective safe-
guard of their rights beth. as a îvholc country-by the Foderal
Governmet,-- and as partieular townships or counties-by the
Provincial bogislature. Even thoughi the lJpper Chiainber is flot
yet an eleetive body, and is îîot îvorking iii thie best possible way
we have te be pretty well satisfiod with our actual governinental
machinery.

That this developmnent of responsible government -%vas in ac-
cordaitce with the social developuient of the people, is too obvious
to be disputed. The formation of the people who begau to have
faith ini the popular government; flic disinterestediless and activity
of the members of the flrst Assemblies-would that they were all
like that, nowadlays,-the ever iincreasing influence of public
opinion by the press; all ivere signs of popular awakening te social
life; ail gave reason for the existence of popular administration
under its present formi; ail hiad aise a, xnarked influence on the
evolution of its application and operation.

And if it were permiitted, for such an untrained foreseeing
faculty as m-ine, to anticipate the future by judging fromn the past,
I would be led to say that Canada ivili ever be grateful te England,
not only for the granting of responsible government as ire now
enjoy it-wve owe it to, ourselves as mucli as to her,-but also for
the very ereation of that political inachinery. Our love for our
mether country may flot be se, sentim-ental and hearty as that of
the Amnerican Loyalist, who wo-tld rather suifer than disclaim.
against Royal despotism; but our love is stili strong enoughi to
inake us speak of the -Old Country," and to make us bear an
attachment, rational but truc, te the pow'er that lias savod Canada
from the abominations of a French Revolution. When ire ponder
over the -vrongs that we liad to suifer since 1760, -we should net a.
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