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Catbolic £zmanci Patton*
ANIEL 0'CONNELL'S great achievement wua
the proeuring of Emancipation for the Roman
Catholies of Ireland. Aecording to, O 'Connell'a
reasoning, emaneipation ineant the eqnality of
Catholica and Protestants. It was a long nphill
fight, but the more difficuit, the fighting, the
greater the victory.

The firet move of 0'Connell wus the formation of the fanions
Catholie Association in 1823. Its fint objeet -was to promote eon-
cord, among all classes of frishrne.n conp]ed to, thus praiseworthy
objeet -were: the encouragement of a liberal education on the.
basis of religion; the taking ai' a ?eligious census; the building
of Catholie churches, and the establishment of cemeteries; ti
promotion and encouragement of science and agricultare, Irish
manufactures and commerce; lastly the defense of Catholie in-
terests in the press. S1,'eries of petitions were to be eirenla±i'd
aniongst the members, -which would niake known the deniands of
the Irish peopýp to the British parliament.

The organization prospered. Protestants joined in large
numbers. Bishops and priests took a band in the strugg]e. The
immense association alarmed the English parliamient. and it -was
brandcd as :.. ,ýa1 in 1825; but, flot to be outwittcd, O 'Conneli
hiniseif dissolveL flic society. IIowevvér the association had ac-
complishied its aim. England was at last a-walened to the danger
threatening in Ireland.

In 1825, the Huse of Cominons hiad passcd an Act of Eman-
cipation but %vhen it camne to thc Upper Ilouse it wvas thro-wn out.
In 1828 Lord John Ruissell rcpealcd the Test and Corporation
Acts, in as far as it requircd miembers to receive communion in
the Chiurchi of Dingland. In consequence of tlîis, mn of any and
every religion, exccpt Roman Catholies, wcre pcrmiittcd to sit in
parliament; the latter 'ere stifl barrcd by thc oath agairist
Transubstantiation.

At this time, a seat in the County of Clare became -vacant.
O'Conanell was noinated to, contest it against an opponcut vho,
was favorable to flic English. Calling ail his wvonderful oratoir-
ical resources into play and using bis great. influence over the
Irish populaccthe renowned patriot was elected by a tremcendous
nmajority-the first Catholie to, bc eleeted to, tir. Englishi Pa-rlia-
ment since the v,,iolation of the Treaty of Limer îck. ln Ilind
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