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claborate ainis in their analysis. At a post inorteni, 1iiinutioe are wcll
tested. Also in criticism. opinions and parallel passages should bc as
nicely wveig1îed as diamond dust. As it was vile to takAe the one cwe
Iamb froin the man in the parable, so it is wrong to appropriate the
property of a poor author and give it to one exceedîngtly wealt4iy. It
18 in this point that the pow'er of an toute critic cornes into play. The
wisdom. needed for determn-dation is like Solomon's. The progeny
inust be trtisted to the legitirnate parent, and not siain in the judgnîcent.
The task of criticismn, then, is one whiere absolute discrimination is a
necessary clement. Wheu the existing fact of canons, flot precise
cnough to rule out probability of hasty condemnation on cireurnstantial
evîdence, is taken into account, one perceives why a lleviewer, of al
others, should. be cautions. While the stigmna of plaginarist is inade on
palpable thieves, the error of -%vrongly arraigning oniglt to be guarded
against. The constables of letters, riding through, tie list of lotters,
ivith close serutiny and deliberate inspetion, ridding the tournaxuent
of faise visors and sham, shields, are lookced to for impartial exceution
of chivairous Iawvs. Tliey should be apt but flot hasty, free from per-
sonal rancour and unmanly sentiment; being like Bayard, the brave,
sans 1peur et sans reprgeche. Tlhey are requircd to deteet the base bor-
rowvers of others' ivords. For there is notbing se detestable iii litera-
turc as affecting -%vha-t does flot rcally bcloiig naturally to one, or
buyingr fiame with pilfered coin. -One safe rid1e, in prononcing upon
plagiarism, is to hold that a noble nature cannot stoop to con qiter. It
18 flot genius that condescends to the niasesof taking whlat is flot
its own. A gentleman, wvhose renta,.l-roli gives him. an abnndant. trea-
sure, ivill rarcly, if ever, (nless insane), Le found at the bar of jus-
tice, convicted of kinocking down his poor neiglibour and robbing hira.
This is the presuinptive truth. clairned for well-proved, rich thinkers.
Poor l'oc, a monomnaniae and yct a brilliant inind-tlicse being crn-
patiblc-chargcd Long fellow with preying upon bis poems. Bat tixe
irritable authlor of tixe "liaven," (one of' thc rnost mnelodious ballads
extant), wvas nttcrly wvrong. Longfellow has enougli of bis owr- to
obtain for hirn a perpetual renown in cvcry house-hold. HoIre are a
few specimens, ont of xnany, centaining like thouglits. I do not tluink
these coincidences (for I bave fulil faith, ini the author's origin ality)
bave ever been placed parallel in print. Thxat vliey are positive pla-
giarisius, would Le a rash opinion. WTorkzing 'yvitl the samne inaitter,
peets might prodîxce like features; and the paucity of instanices inl-
eFuecs ene te tllifk these are seemiug reproductions of former ideas;
that genuine souls, iuing for gold, happened on the same lead.

Who, bewaiUing Ilero's fate in 41Much ado abont notlxing," lias flot
<hvelt upon this fine line?

"Done tD death by sianderous tcngties."
ACT V., SCENE 1]1.

Turn up ?eoe's poems and you shial be reminded of a frmiliar friend,

bytis erse IlBy yen, by yours, the sianderous tengues,
Tks.t did te death the innocent."


